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The meaning of the Frontiſprece. _ 


R Ear this Emblem darkly doth foretell, 
The way preſerves us from the jaws of Hell. . 


Fiery's that narrow way that leads to Heaven, 
Prajer”s the condutt plains, and makes it even. 
At brug th* ene fid:'s Water the other 


Flames, 

Tea , thowgh the Hill is ſteep, yet Prayer ſu- 
<And helps us to endzreGibbets andFire,( ſtains, 
And from that Gate of Death help us to aſpire. 
Prayer 4s shat meriiisF:nguiſath a Paul, 
And niakes biz known fron Per[ecuring Saul. 
Se. John confined wnto Parmos Ifle, | 
Was at Heavens Cornncil Table all the while, | 
Good Rezekiah expatiates his breath, <J 
By Prayer that manacic'd the hands of death, | 
Prayer fays the Sun and Moon, til Joſhua {| 
Deſtroys h1s enemies ard wins the day, 
Tooxgh Hur ard Aaron did ſuppors the hand 
Of wear: d Moles : Prayer we underſtand 
Procured help from Cirift, that living ſtone. 
Wherespon Moſes ſat ; 'twas it alone 

That mad: ard cars d the ſme: naxfhall Ttell, 
I raqer w.is the cauſe Joihua ſwereded well, 
Arainſt proud Amalek and all his Train, 
There put to flight, diſcemfited and ſlain. 
And thas we ſee, Prayer 1s the condutt ſure 
Sxzpports, direits, and helps ws to endure ; 
Aakes plain thst narrow way of Holineſs, 
That lead:th wnto Canaans Happineſs. 


London, Pfineedby Tho. James for Richard Jones 
« #be White Horſe in Lirtle Bricrain, 1679. 
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'To'the Right Vertuous NES 
Mrs. JANE ALING FON, 
1005037 Phe WR of 6 


WILLIAM ALINGTON £(g; 


Together with her FAMILY,: 

f Madam ; ' : : : 

* Ad not the 1nvitation of a worthy friend 
(that firſt gave life and being ta-this: 
. /o [mall a Treatiſe). invited me 

| ( thonugh unknown ) to-preſent the 
ſame wnto your ſo Vertuous a Perſonage and 
Family ; 1t might have been a free «will offe- 
ring from my ſclf. _ if I ſbould give my Pers 
leave to lawnch into the Ocean of yoar Ver- 
tnes Praiſe, donbileſsit would be emerged.. 
And what can be more to the augmenting of 
True Vertne than Piety anaPrayer, the pro- 
per medicaments for that Epidemical Di- 
ſtemper of this later Age (viz,) Ignorance, 
the implacable Enemy of all Vertue, Igno- » 


rance ſaid 1? yes : Ignorance in the mi 


K nowledgze,and Darkneſs,inthe midſt of Light. 
Ah | -alas, tos too evident it 5s , that wany 
poor Creatures (notwithſtanding the prope- 
$<t0n of thy Goſpel) do go to Hell for wans 


A 3 of 


- The Epiſtle Dedicatory?_ 


__ as ary WA 


az. to make us bgppy.. Picty TED 
LA that leads to” Th Celeſtial Canaan and 
'| Prayers 45 it were the 

Helm -wherchy we foont Peer omr conſe ; 


nay, it ig as it were, the Conduit-pipe wherein * 
is convejed all oxr ſupplics" [t can ferch Water, 


out of @ hard Rock. 104 2 thirſty lracl; it can 
dividetheRed Sea; it can deliver an Hoſt &c. 
And what ſo neceſſary as Prayer” and Picty. 
now , even in'this very day, W ich 1; the only 
Way £6 keep we ont of the Paw of the Liogythat 


wonld ſwallow - mp; 1 mean theſe Hellfo” 


Crew, whoſe work it is to ftndy darkneſs. And 
wheve ſbodld Piety rogether with Prayer, ſkroud. 


it ſelf , bet under the wing! of them who are 
 3ts proclaimed friends. Let it find entertain-. 


awent by you and your Family , and if it ſhall 


* 437 Way" conduce to the crowning of your Ver-. 
- xmes, by direfting youto che New Jer uſalem,”. 
;r will be your profet and cone: of, ; and the. 
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3 Of him,* who 1s: Four 
| . .... Souls Well-wiſher at 


<p Throne of Grace ; 
T. W., 
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"Fo Is Ke E A TEA; Is 3 
+» Upon thoenfuing G ag) \ 3 
"TREATISE. 
oerthouwart; Noni Jabs 3 


We h This Book ſhall openthe; »' ; 
Sprung from a Grfdus eligughe; 4 
o Is publick uſe now to:perfection brought. ; 
- +.I'will noe praifeit) « will tel: 2 
Its own wotth;if conſidered welf:=(ers, 
.Boft thou-want 2.loa Bed of fow-- © 
Pluck,ſinell, ſpare.noe; Habeas 
* .-. hours? W<\ SUD 
| Reaciover this, hine thou mayſ find - 
-\Bleſt- Recteation for thy mind:+-" DE? 
are:not idle, if thus (ponry* 
"To deck. the Soul is irs intent; 433.3 
' To help Devotion, and the Soul toraife” 
To heavenly thoughts; and betrer lifes give: 
To God ifit attain its-end, then he'Cpraife 
- That wrote, and you that read; pk 
. .-_ - Butpgſstheporch, goin; (py'be; 
- Youſll gindthe beft alc By - -3 
So read. mo Back begin © 2 


A Preface to the Chri/t;an Warfare, 


God grant thou may jt ſucceed, I daily prey 


or Encouragement tothe Chreſtian 


in his Warfare. - | 
Hrift ian thy work is great , thy foes are 
he hn 

Thy way '$z5 rongh,thy jorrney it is long; (ſay; 
Thy days are few; thy flrength is weak, thoul't 
And poor thou art : Bat hold, perhaps I may 
Facilitate thy work, aud tell thee how 
Thos may'ſt compel thine enemy to bow ; 
And plan thy way., - abbreviate thy race , 


And lengthen ont thydzys "or belp thy pace - 


Nay, make thee vic, if poort$ bow art;\if not, 
To make thee well contented with thy lot. 
Herts. # Magatine, bereisa ftore, 

Lefi 4 Captain that is Lone before. <a 


 Heleathe wan, he under-went what ma 


Ocenr,or meet thee in that ſelf-ſame way. . 
His Armonr he hath left ; take ap and\fight, 
He'll vendicate thee ;'tis not powerr might 
Can oncetbee wrong © moſt. re2bteogs is thy 
Canſe, Pits 
And be'5trus Author of the Martial Laws ; 
Nay farther, to encreaſe 1by courage, | ee 
What Potentates now captivated be : 


Death 15 unſting'd, the: Grave is conquered ; 


And they were Captains vince, are Captives led 
But why ao 1 detain thee;take avicw, 

And thou ſtalr plainly ſee, all this ts trme. 
Inveſt thy ſelf, haſte, make thou no aclay, 
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ihe THE x. 
CHRISTIANS 


4 3} © : 


He whole life of a Chrifſti- }- 
an is a continued Hoſti- 
lity or. Open War,; his 
grand Antagonitt is,, the 
Devil, that great Abbad- 

BY don, the profeſſed Enemy 
and Deſtroyer ; Rey.9g. 11. whoſegrand 
defign is to enlarge the. terratopics of his-. 
deſtruftive Kingdom , by the ſpoil and 
ruin of poor ſouls. This is evident from 

 Gen.3. 1. where we have anaccount of 
his tyrannical aſſaulting of Adam.in Pa- 
radice: No ſooner is Adam ſettled in Pa- 
radic?, in that glarious ſtate wherein God 
ſer him, but. this implacable enemy aſ- 
faults him ; and alas! prevails. Now haz 
ving got ſuch an intereft by the Foil and 

Fall of poor Adam, he continues his ty- 
ranny, as we find manifeited all along 

in the Scripture. He carries on. his de- 

figninthe Old World, in the inceſtugus 

Sedom ; by Pharaoch towards the Children 
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; | ſoments'all rhe venom'he can 5*bokh fe 
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: of Ira; nay. even by 


| | prevails' ina. grea E..- 
-* qmeaſire.*. © ay no"wgnder if he Aaflails 
© hee povor Cremures, when he attempts 
Herupon: C himEtt; Having pre- 
raiſed to againſt che firſt Adam , he'll few 
- xhar he” can do to the ſecond; butbleſs 
{kd be God, The Seed of the Woman has ' 
- bruiſed the Serpents. Head. 
-_ * Thus we ſee how: this Roaring Eyon goed - 
" aboxt ſerkong whont” he may devour ; what 
"Souls he can cnſnare andentrap :'He en- 
-virons and farrounds the Earth, to-the * - 
'meent he may devour: Is "oy 
Moreover ; He has two Attendants, 
(viz) t. The World. 2. The Fleſh; to 
carry on his helliſh deſigns and plots a- 
Wc PT er and the deftryRion | 


+ The We Cork "wherco 

| chokes Mp 64) livelidefs that is or 

- OBught fo be _1jn a Chriſtian. 2. Wicked 
Men inthe World, © in whom'he aQss 


: 4 hindrance of the Goſpels: oPa He 
- any and the deftruttioncf chaſEthar ſeek. 
oe enlightepet ToL, robrinj 
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Py TIE #5: 
»— ov EI ATE Gadane 1 brs w3 
Dilmalisic x0- think. ,* Cs Wa 
and ar: 'this. very: day doth \-' . pret 
0 res But bleffed: Þe Godt ah 
| s BY on His Ho Hl ef St 

bp” I 9 

' Secondly., Our inbred-C 

"that is that;that-is called theb] wn a8 IJ 
which proceeds an mes ah; b 
-« of deftruive-luſts , thar ki xp 4 PO it 


ail agaioft a. *X Pex. 
&#+hef Anke Sreepub, baits 50" ca 


.DSOMIE; - He fatty hls bow. :ACCO J wing 
'our.conftirutionsand naturatincli ati (s 
-2. To-our conditions: 'Fifft; Oo -< 
Mitutions , -If. they be: inclining | 10M 
lancholy, hetcimptst0 Deſpair, if46 
 -guifie, he zemprs-to! Abget If ous F- 
Ktitations be Chearfahhe ternprs.t0 -E 
viouſneG :And fo book what ourC 
tonsand Natural DE ny X 
lingly he fuits his Baits" and* Te pH 
Qs. Secondly, . To our Conditions 
Mans Eftare increaſe {o Is Begg ba 


Lempetenc, portion: of \chiet 
Wrld';- he rempts kinks 
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The Chriſtians Warfare. 


| and this he covers with the Name of 


Good-fellow-ſhip, 
Nay, ina word, No Time, Place, De- 


+ gree., Age, Conſtitution , Condition , 


wherein, and againſt, and according 'o 


il - whom, he doth nor ſuit his- poiſonous 


* baits,* and exerciſeth his utmoſt policy, 


= andendeavours to ruin poor Souls. - 


| - Blefſed be God that he hath nor lefr us 
ignorant of his Devices ; bur thrice bleſ- 


- fed be his Name that he has not left us 


Naked, bur has left us his own Armory ; 
Epb.6. and that of proof, which is able 
to defend us from all the fiery darts of 
this ſo potent an enemy. The parts 
- wherecof are, 1. The Helmet of Salvari- 


© on. 2. The Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs. 


3+ The Shieldiof Faith. 4. The Girdle of 
Truth. 5. The Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word. 6. The Shoes of the Pre- 
*- paration of the Goſpel af Peace. 7. Anc 
laftly , The Engine of Prayer. . 
Now let us ſee of what uſe all thes 
are to a Ciriſtian, 
I. The Helmet of Salvation, That 1 1 » 
= a conſtant expectation and defire of £- 
- ernal Happineſs. This is of great 1ſc 
” Unfo us to ſupport us, and beajup 


> our fainting Spirits under all Trialand 


=S Temptations ; . Without the hops of 
: nich, 


% 


The Cbriftians Warfare. 

which, a Chriſtian would utterly deſpond. 
This is that that made ſo many Martyrs 
endure the moſt exquiſite Torments from 
the hands of Bloody Tyrants ; Hes, x1. 
2. The Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, This 
is walking in Holineſs and Blameleſneſs 3 
this is that-Proof-piece that bearsa Chri- 
ſtian out, and keeps off all the falſe Impu- 
tations and Slanders, that the Devil and 
Wicked Men ( his Ageats ) can forge or 
inveat againſt a Chriſtian. 

4. The Shicld of Fatth , That1s, A firm 
believing and truſting of. God for the ac- 
compliſhmenrt of his Promuſes: This keeps 
off the Fire-balls and Darts of -Sathan » 
(viz.) Carnal Confidence, Preſumption 
Security, Infidelity and Deſpair, &c. 

5. The Sword of the Spirit, which 15 the 
Word of God. This wounds Sathan, and 
cuts in ſunder the concatenating knors of 
his various Temptarions,by which he ſeeks 
to entangle Souls. This diſcovers all his 
Devices. With this Sword our Saviour 
oil'd this Champion ; he oppos'd him 
vith a Scriptum eft, Iris written; 

6. The Shoes of the Faparen of the 
Goel of Peace. This 1s aflurance of Ac- 
Ccefation and Peace with God, through 
Jeſu Chriſt ; acccording, to thar Holy 
Dotiine held forth in the Goſpel. He 

that 


The Chriſtians Warfare: 3%. 
thaw is Thee with theſe Shoes, is fit. for 
His Joutricy to' Cenean, thorow all his 
pugnants ; knowing that God whois 
peace with him, 'is both able and wil- 
o_ ro = his: conduR and deliverer from 
A 
+> --17. Prayer. This is that brings ſucceſs 
"+ to; and a blefling upon, all.che reſt; and 
enables a Chriſtian, through Gods Free 
© Grace and Mercy , to make uſe of all 0- 
- er: the" pieces of the Armory. 
Thus: we ſee how Chriſt our Captain 
. - Hb fortified us; he has nor left us to 
+ fight without Weapons , without Ar- 
*mour 4--andthatof Proof; .nay, he him- 
- ſelfhas led the Van : he underwent all che 
_ hardſhip: in this Warfare, and' has as it, 
were," given the Devil his deaths wound : 
"Hehas conquer'd Hell alſo and the Grave; 
- he's the Triumphant King and Capraifi 
tHe has unftinged Death, he has only left 
us: ſome. ſmall-work to 46 z and that he 
romiſed to help us in... Chriſtian , 
'S _ dre. be of good courage; let nor 
bt. ES make thee afraid; rhy foes may envira 
[} thee 3* andenemics 'rage againſt the, 
"er not diſmayed y thy Caufe is god , - 
 thy*.Ga tain is YKtorious , and yu 


/ Bug 


© "ot Ho 


Burie it may be: thoaPc We U-C 
not tell whether Chriſt will iy.” Wis 
accept thee: for his Soldier of hot #1 = 
. Willing? yes, if chou artwilling; but : 2 
*ris rather; -to *be feared 'thou art not A 
willing, becauſe thou makeſft thisobjeQi> 

: If he 'were not willing - ro what ent : "Y 
kia he call and invite thee? O'Qhti= 3 
ſtian donor doeube; but come; | make! ns ” "> 
delay. Goto this Magazine, and-invelt 
thy ſelf herewith, - and thy Captain will Kr 
maintain thee; if thou art willing, thought -- = 
- thou art; weak, he'lt-fight for-thee'; only - 
take notice:,- that ifever thou look back= 
ward, thou art but a dead man: Preſs wes 
forward towards \the Mark , 'for! thow +3 
haſt no Armour. to defend thy back-parts: WW 
O Chriſtian be valianr;, and-itake* the 2 
of this, that if thou reſiſt the Devil he is! W. 
not able to with -ſtand thee, -he'thflee fron - 
' thee. Be upon-thy watch, for: thy cric--" 57 
my.is ſabcil ,: and will watch 'his er... We 5 
jortunity, if thou keep*ſt nor-{triQ watch; E 2 
te much in the exerciſe of thy. Weaporis;* = # 
ebecially the Sword of the Spirit (v5z. x _ 
th\ RAET, , and learn to imitate ws 2ap= 2 


We I 


The Chriſtians Warfare. 
feaſt by diſuſe and diſaccuftom'dneſs there- 
unto, thou be to ſeek when thou ſhouldſt 

Tj - be upon thy Guard. Let nothing offend 

4 thee, neither Proſperity nor Adverſity , 

+ WM Strength nor Weakneſs: Let not Infide- #4 

13 lity prevail over thee. He that hath ſent 
19 thy Captain, and given him , how: ſhall 

he not witn him freely. give thee all 

things ?-O blefſed King and Captain , 

that hath lefr poor Chriſtians ſach a Store- 
+; houſe, ſuch a Magazine ! O Chriſtian, 

FE} _ fer upon thy Warfare ; make uſe much of 

+ that powerful Javelin Prayer. Gert the 

F1 artof caſting it,. that in caſe at any time 

"If thou ſtandeft in need and be in a ſtrait, 
$3 thou mayſt make uſe of the ſame. And 

LH 4 let me caution thee againſt two thing, 

. that thou be not too ſecure in time of 
thy Peace and Proſperity , nor too much 
careful in time of Trouble and Adverfity. 
And now for thy Proſperity and Succeſs, 

+ thou needſt nor be afraid,” for thy King 
and Captain will be all in all to thee and 
for thee, So fight on, 
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Hough *tis true that nevet «ny * '$/ 

, ; Man was or can be ſaved by the 7 

; Merits of his own Righteouſhels 3 ; 
or Holineſs; yet 'tisas great and as inful 4" 40 
lible a truth, that never any was-or. can”. gp Ry 
be. ſaved without Holineſs. Shall I ins* 7 
ſtance, The moſt Righteous Abel - __ 
Meekeſt Afoſes, the moſt patient Joby. NE 
the Holieft- David, the Wile Solomon , i; 
the Strongeſt S&npſon; nay, the moeR2 + E f pl 
vangelical Prophets and Apoſtles , were by 
they ſaved by their own Righteouſheſs Fo TY 
Nay , neither were. they faved —y LPT 
their own. Rightcouſneſs; "which: 1s Þz 7 "28 
pably evident in Scripture. But alitt 
to demonſtrate the nature of Holitief 6; bes 
It is that; that makes us reſeinble Q6 4's 
'our Creator and Maker; its Nature alfo.”” 
is ſuch, as that it always aims-at Ga&'* 
its Center. As It 18. of and from 
ſo it always draws the Soul to God: * 

a ſure guiding Thred to dire& ES 
thorow. the Nodturnal EH 
crooked. World, to the Celeſtial 
ſplendid Glory and permanent Happine a2 
MOTeOvVer , It is Diametrically oppug- 
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Hough 'tis true that nevet any 
Man was or can be ſaved by the OS 
. Merits of his own Righteouſhels'$ IMG +. 
or, Holineſs; yet 'tisas'great and as infal-- © 
I lible a truth, that never -any was.or: can”, EY 
B bc. faved without Holineſs. Shall I-ins i LG 
ſtance, The moſt Righteous Abel; the”) Fu Ya 
Meckeſt Moſes, the: moſt (patient Joby. "A 
the Holieft- David, - the Wiſeſt Solowon, : 
the Strongeſt Sampſon; nay, the Mer 
_ vangelical Prophets and Apoſtles, were | 
"they ſaved by their own Righeo 2 ar 
Nay , neither were they: faved withoyt ©» 5 of 
their own Rightcouſneſs; 'which' is pal" 
pably evident in Scripture. But a"lit 2 
ro:demanſtrate the nature: of Hee w 
It is that; that makes us reſeinble God 
'our Creator and Maker; its Nature alſo... br 
is ſuch, as that i it always aims -at Gae Y : 
its Center. As it is. of. and from Golly} 
ſo it always draws the Soul to God: © in I 
5.2 ſure guiding Thred to dire the Se 
thorow. the Nocturnal Labyrinth" *c Ti | 
crooked. World, : rothe Celeſtial Ca) 
ſplendid Glory and permanent Happi ml, 
=—AMoreover It is Diametrically oppag- 1 
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to an holy Life. 


Fiety, there can be no Purity; and with= - 
out Purity no coming to God ; for God | 
is one that can behold no unclean things 
and without coming to God nothing but 
miſery. Moreover, he loſeth 'all the. 
advantages in reſpect of this life, in par- 
ticular, 'that honour that God doth dig=. 
nifie his people with. It is Aoſes's great 
Ticle, God gives lim (viz. ) My Servant. 
It is in Scripture accounted by the Evan- 
geliſt 7obn, an honour to bear Chriſt's 
Shooes, much more an honour td ſuffer 
for Chriſt : They that honour me I will ho- 
nur. * 2. The comforts of this life, the. 

- pleaſures and delights that otherwiſe 
he might enjoy ; 1mean not outward but _ 
inward pleaſures and comforts , which 
are the true. Nay, in a word, Godlinef 
is profitable for all things, having the pro= 
miſe of this life, and that which #5 to 
come. 

2. Solong as amanremains going On 
ina way of impiety, and unholineſs, he. 
1s not only kept from the beholding of - 
God's face or countenance in any of _ 
God's Ordinances ; but alſo he- doth 
more” and more every day incur God's 
wrath, diſpleaſure, and anger againſt 
him; Pſal.'t.1:. God is angry with the 
wicked eyery day, | Nay, further, he in- ©. 
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gages himſelf more, and confirms him- 
ſelf to .be a Servant of the Devil; and 


ſo- inſtead of liſting himſelf under the - 


Banner of Chriſt, he lifts himſelf under 
the Banner of Satan, and conſequently 
becomes Col. 1.21. the enemy of God 
and his ways ; and not only an enemy, 
bur enmity it ſeIf, Rem. 8.7. and can a 
man .or woman be ſuppoſed to be ina 
good condition, whiltt at variance with 
God ; who is bur as chaff before the 
wind, and as ſtubble before the fire. 

As Ifaid belore, many Reaſons and 
Arguments to prove the neceſlity 
of an holy Life, might be drawn 
from Sacred and Prophane Wrir- 


tings and Arguments, even from a Prin- 


Ciple cf Morality or humane Reaſon ; 
bur ſeeing it is not our deſign at this 
time ro produce them ,, ſince ſo many 
W:rthies have ſo palpably demonſtrated, 
and proved it with invinceable Argu- 
ments, evenasa Cloud of Witneſſes ; we 
ſhall only note ſome few Scriptures, 
which will ſtop the mouths of the moſt 
bloody MNero's, tyrannizing Pharaoh's, 
ſubtle Ahb:rophel's, and perſecuting Saxl's, 
Heb. 12. 14 fore-cited, Pſal. 93.5. Hol- 
neſs becomes thine houſe for ever, Rom.6.19, 
22. 2 Cor. 7.1. 1 Theſ. 3.13. and 4. 13+ 

| Lev. 
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Lev. 5. IF, &c. But indeed the beſt Mo- 
tive to an holy Life, is the conſideration 
of the effects of Death, of which in its 
place. 

The firſt thing that I ſhall do, ſhall be 
togive ſome few Directions in order to 
an holy Life, whereby to ger a beiter 
and nearer intimacy with God., and to 
ingage the Heart more to love God, and 
God more to love again; or rather indeed 
God to love firſt, and then the heart ro 
love again; for God muſt firſt love, or 
elſe we cannot love him ; God muſt firſt 
work, both to will and to do, of his own 
good pleaſure. 

After acquaintance with God, to keep 
up holy communion with him ; the firſt- 
and beft way will be to improve this ac- 


. Quaintance, as much as inus hes ; for 


ſure Iam, that though a man have attain- 
ed to a competent knowledge of the 
things of God , and hath found ſome 
Beams of God's radient love breaking 


- out and breathing upon his Soul ;+if not 


improved, will not only damp the heart, 
and make it cold ; bur will cauſe God to 
withdraw himſelf from that Soul. He ſo 
ſoon as he finds his love and kindneſs 
flighted, cannot but withdraw coming 
into that Scul, and hide himſelf. 

B 3 This 
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"This very cauſe we find amongſt men; 
where one hath done a kindneſs for an- 
other, it may be voluntarily, out of love, 
if he finds that he beſlighted, and kind- 
neſs be ſlighted and diſregarded, how can 
ſuch an one but take it ill, and repent, 
him of borh the kindneſs done, and hin- 


der him from giving, or doing any thing - 


more, and that not without good ground 
_ of Reaſon. Ingratum et qui bene meren- 
7: non reponit, Unthankful is he that doth 
not-eiiner reward a kindneſs received, at 
one time Or another (if able) or art leaſt 
expzeſs a willing mind, by a continued 
acknowledgment thereof. 
Obj. But you will ſay, How? or what 
hall a man ao to improve this acquaintance 


with G:d? that thereby he may ovtain aful- 


lr fruition of, and have more communion 


with God ? 
Anſ. The beſt and ſafeſt way will be, 
Firſt of. all ro be careful ro ſpeak, think, 


or do nothing that tends to the diſhonour 


of God, or his ways. God-cannot but 
take ir very 1inkindly from any one, for 
whom he hath done ſo much, and to- 
wards whom his tender Bowels has been 
expariated and inlarged, to whom he has 
unſpeably demonſtrated his infinite care 
and tenderneſs of affetion from time to 
time 5 
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time; to be either badly or malignantly 
ſpoke of, or hardly thought on, or inju- 


_ rioufly wronged any way. 


For indeed, how can it otherwiſe be 
expe&ed,whom ſhould God have to be his 
friends, but they to whom he has exten- 
ded a mulciplicity. of kindneſs ;, of whom 
ſhould God be honoured, but by them 
whom he has honoured ; and indeed there 
is none that has done any thing for God, 
but he will reward ir, and that infinitely, 
an hundred-fold , and there is a finite 
number for an infinite » Matth. 19. 29, 
For we have his Word and Promiſe: for 
it, and he is one that cannot Lye. 1 Sam. 
2. 30. Them that honour me, I will honoxr. 
And indeed they that do not care for ho- 
nouring God, may expee that God will | 
not care for honouring theni ; but adds ” 
immediately, and that: palpably, But they 
that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly efteem- 
2 

Secondly, Be ſure always in all your 


| affairs to ſet the Lord always beforeyour 


eyes, queſtioning with your ſelves, how 
you ſhall anſwer any thing you do,when 
called before the great Tribunal of the 
moſt high God, whether it be neither the 
cauſe to incur his diſpleaſure , or wound 


your Soul and Conſcience; and this we 
B 4 find 


8 A Divefticn 
find holy David in the praiſe of, Pſal. 
26.8. I have ſet the Lord always before 
ce: We find fob in this ſame praCtiſe, 7ob 
31.14. What ſhall 1 dowhen God riſcth up, 
or when he vifteth, what ſhall I anſwer him ? 
"We find Foſeph making uſe.of this Engine 
torefiſtthe Devil in the temptation of his 
Miſtreſs, How ſhall I do thes great evil, and 
fin againſt God? Gen. 39. 9. Wefind theſe 
three Worthies always upon their watch 
with this Javelin ; and indeed it 1s the 
reaſon many times why men run intoſo 
many wicked and diabolical practiſes, and 
ſo help forward the Devils deſigns and 
temptations, and congratulate the luſts 
of the fleſh, becauſe they do not either 
rightly conceive what God is, or elſe not 
ſer him before their cyes. 
3. LerMorning and Evening Sacrifice 
of Prayer and Praiſe be offered up unto 
| Goud; P/.gz.1,2.Beware 
To which purpoſe w* to be found prayerleſs 
have = age few Families, that call nor 
flere : 167 nerf on Gods Name ; for 
and alſs for ocher oo> Why ſhould there be 
wrath upon your Fa- 
| milies, Fer. 19.25, O 
miſerable Families that are without God 
in 'the world, that are without Family 
Prayer | What have you ſo many Family 
wants , 


caſions. 
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wants, Family fins, Family mercies, eve- 


er and ſupplcation, to have no prayer ? 
' Beware to fay, I bave no time ; what 


commanded ro pray continually , or witbogt 


; the Morning how kind God hath been 
unto you in keeping you from all ſpiritual 


* for a ſupply of his wans, And ſhall an 
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ry day, every moment, and no Family 
Prayers? What is it to pray with allpray- 


haſt thou all thy time for ? haſt thou it 
on purpoſe to ſerve thy God,and art care- 
ful for nothing leſs than to ſerve and glo- 
rife him in it: O bewareof this,hath God 


ceaſing, that is always to be in a praying 
frame, and art thou no more ſolicitous to 
obey Gods command ? In a word, Pray- 
er is the procurer of all our Mercies, fer. 
29. I2, 2 Sam.7.2, 9, It will be very 
requiſite that ſome preparation be made. 
I. It will be of great uſe to examine how 
you have ſpent your time, if at Night 
how you have walked with God ; if in ' 


and corporal enemies ; and confider far- 
ther how God might have thfown you 
into Hell. Iremember I haveread con- 
cerving a Heathen, that uſed every night 
to ſer an hours time apart to examine 
himſelf how he had fpenr the anteceding 
day , and to beg of the gods to par- 
don both his miſpent time, and intreat 


Hea- 


- 
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Heathen ſhame thoſe that profeſs to be 


the Souldiers of Chriſt ? 
Confider what Mercies you have re- 


ceived,or what you ſtand in need of moſt, - 


and ler the Vitals of your Soul be moft 
for that, only let it be with an holy ſub- 
-mifſion to the will of God, in and for all 
things, eſpecially in Temporals , or in 
things conducing to the Body. 

4. When thou appear'it before God, 
tet it be with an <lated eſteem of the 
Greatneſs, Holineſs, and Purity of God, 
and with a regardleſs eſteem of thy ſelf; 
the beſt way to come unto God 1s by a 
ſelf-debaſement, ſeeing by a ſelf-ambiti- 
ON, of being as god s, knowing good and c- 
ox. all mankind loſt Fleaven, - and 
ſo involved themſelves into a delapſed 
; condition 3 - and indeed we can imitate 
Chriſt no more than in an humble deport- 
ment to God-ward in all our Supplicati- 
ons. Moreover, ſo long as we come in 


the humwlity of our heart to God, we - 


' have Gods ingagement. that he will not 
turn us off, he will accept us : The firft 


ſtep to Exaltation is by Humility, and 


Self-abaſement, and abandoning all ſelf- 
iſhneſs; and the beſt and chiefeſt way,to 
the attainment of this 1s, by the admi- 
ring thoughts gf God, not only in re- 
ſpect 
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ſpeCt of his creating 8 prov idential Pow- 
er, in firſt creating all things of nothing, 
of no Being to make a Being , ofa con- 
fuſed Chaos to form a fair and ſplendid 
Fabrick , as the Greek word ſignifies ; 
I fay not only in reſpect of that great 
and magnificent Power by which all 
things were made, .and alfo that provi- 
dential Power by which all things are 
preſerved and kept, butalſo in reſpet 
of the more magnificent and powerful 
and infinite wiſe contrivance of the ſe> 
cond and new Creation, I mean of that 
procuring a poſſibility , whereby man 
might be reſtored: and redeemed from 
that lapſed and unſpeakably miſerable 
condition into which he is fallen., and 
that he might be brought into a nearer 
union and commumion with God, by that 
Hypoſtatical Union in Jeſus Chriit ; and 
1s there not matter ofadmiring both the 
infinite Wiſdom and Power of God, in 
his great Work and Contrivance ? Yea, - 
that, that might. carry a Soul our of it 
{If, as ir were, by admring him in, this 
Very Work. 

5. Never come unto God but upon the 
aqfount of the precious death and ſ{{ffer- 
ings ofa crucified Saviour,laying afide all 
thine own righteouſneſs as a menitruous 

. cloth, 
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cloth , and as filthy rags, conſidering 
that he that comes unto Chriſt ( that is, 
believingly) what he asks he will do it; 
witneſs that graciouspromiſe in Fohn 14. 
I3.and John 15.16.and foh. 16.23, 24,26. 
doall in the Name: of Chriſt, Col. 3. 17. 
And indeed it 1s a great pity that ſo ma- 
ny Promiſes as are made and laid down 
for the ſupport of poor drooping and 
deſponding ones, ſhould: be no more re- 
garded and made uſe of ; it is as it were 


a flighting of Chriſts kindneſs; as if ohe_ 


ſhould fay, What are theſe Promiſes to 


me, I matter them not, I do not ſtand; 


in needof them ; but know thou whoe- 
ver, if any ſuch an one, that there is a 
day a coming when thou wouldſt be 
gladro embrace ſuch a proffer, Iſay ne - 
yer come in, and upon any account, but 
inand upon the account of the dear Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chriſt ;*this muſt needs be 
rhe ſafeſt, ſureſt, beſt, and prevailing way, 
for he ſaith, / am the Way, and the Truth, 
aud the Life, John 14. 6. 

It muſt needs be the ſafeſt and ſureſt- 
way, to come in the Name and Strength 
of Chriſt. = 


I. Becauſe he isable , Heb. 7. 15.% If 
he take thy cauſe in hand, and thou 


committeſt it to him with an holy de- 
_pen- 
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pendance,undoubredly he will carry it on, 
and crown it with perfection ; all o- 
ther means may fail, all other A- 
gents may miſcarry, buthe will, nay, he 
can never miſcarry; He ſhall ſee of the 
travel of his Soul, he ſhall and will ' bring 
judgment unte victory, Helis able to reſiſt 
| chemoſt invincible temprarion,and evade 
| | the moſt intricate Stratagems the Devil 
- | can make ; he has conquered Death and 
> | Hell, and given the Devil ſuch a weak- 
> | ning blow, as that he cannever beable 
» | rocncounter one Battle more with him. 
1 | All Power is in his hand in Heaven and 
- | Earth, Matth. 28. 18.. And if he be ſo 
2 | able,as tharall Power bothin Heaven and 
e || Earth is in his hand, what ſafer and ſi1- 
.. | rer way, than coming to God by him 
it | none ſhall be able ropluck thee nor thy 
- | cauſe out of his hand ; the Devil may 
e | aſſault thee, he may in many ſhapes and 
7, | forms, bur he ſhall never prevail againſt 
þ, thee. When thou prayeſt, it may be he'll 

endeavour to diſtract thee, when thou 
ft- | comeſt before God, he will accuſe thee, 
th (as he did righteous Fob ; for heis called, 
The Accuſer of his Brethren, Revel. 12. 
If $10. The Power of Chriſt hath,” and ſhall 
5u ſcaſt him down ; He hath.overcome him by 
his precious blood, INT 
It, 


2» 
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2. It muſt needs be the ſafeſt ; becauſe 
he is one with the Father, and the Father 
cannot deny him -any requeſt ; He hears 
him always, John Iz. 42. 1 know that they 
heareSt me always. 

3, There is no other way : Letothers 
pretend to what they will, and to aboliſh 
the Prieftly Office of Chriſt , and forob | & 
him of his Right and Honour , yet it 1s h 
moſt plain, He # the way, the Truth, and  P 
the Life, and none other ; he is the only * 
beloved , in whom God is abundanrly If '* 
well-pleaſed ; and he iris that muſt rake S 
our imperfect defires, and offer them un- 
to Godin his own perfeCtion; our weak- If 2 
neſs muſt be ſupplied in his ſtrength, our th 
emptineſs in his fulneſs, our unrighteous || ©" 
Prayers muſt be perfumed with the odo- IP! 
riferous ſmell of his ſpotleſs and blame- || 7* 
leſs Righteouſneſs, uu 

It is moſt certain, That Man by the Ir | 
Fall loſt all his Righteouſneſs, and there- YE 
fore imperfection can never appear be- _ 
fore God , who is infinitely perfe&t ; all im 
fulneſs dwells in himſelf ; and how can Y©! 
| he lookupan meer emptineſs, unleſs ir be 
'in _ fulneſs of his own Son. 

. Dare not to appear before God 
wick any fin unrepented of, knowing that 
like an Adder that a poor man found, 

_ , though 


—_ 
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though almoſt dead, as ſoon as it reco- 

vered ftrength and life by the heat of the 
fire, began ro hiſs at him. Sin will (be- 
ing cheriſhed) revive, and conſequently 
will prove a fatal Enemy. Ler noſin be 

- || delighted in, though it be the neareſt de- 
+ | light, and that that would procure the 
» || greateſt temporal benefit and profit : one 
« || finis enough to condemn a world, as ap- 
4 | pears by the eating the forbidden Fruit, 
y it procur*'d a curſe, an eternal curſe , had 
y it not been prevented by a compaſſionate 

SAVIOur. | 


wh And wouldft thou be bleſied, counte- 
,. {| 2anceno fin, but reſolve againit all finin 
ir | fbe ſtrength of Chriſt ; all ſin in general, 
1g 0 22d every fin in particular, both in re- 
o- | ſpect of God and Man. 7 7 regard ni- 
@. | 9 'n my heart, © oa will not hear my 


prayer, Pſal. 66. 8. ſaith David ; and let 
he it be ſaid of thee, as it was ſaid concern-_ 
ing Athanaſins by Nazianzen,Se eſſe Mag- 
netem + Adamantem aicit, in reſpe&/ of his 
ſweetdrawing and winning nature ; and 
yet an Adamant in reſpe& of his ſtout 
courage againſt fin; and in an efpecial - 
manner, theſe three empoyſoning fins, 
x Malice and Anger. 2. Infidelility,z.Self- 

eſteem. 
7. With Chriſtian courage in all. thy 
deporty 
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7. deportments repel all the bſaſj 
inj<Rions of Satan, with ' hearc-rifing , 
loathing and abhorrence ; and be ſure al- 
wayes to ſet a watchiul eyeover the two 
: great Inſtruments Satan makes uſe of, the 
| World, and Fleſh ; of which more here- 
after. 

7 8. With all diligence in the heat of Heart 
| alteQion preſs after tl:izgs prayed for,and 
this will be a teſtimony unto Gad, that 
thou art ſenfibl= of thy wants, and wiltc 
acknowledge thy ſeif infinitely ingaged, }f | 
for the ſupply of thoic things thou ſtand?ſt I ( 
ia need of. 't 
| 9. Let noopportunity lip, be ready toff 
catch at the fore-lock of time. f 


N 
Let no occaſion ſl'p that fi Fs thy mM: yd, | O 
Time has a lock, before, but bald hehind. la 

| N 


; It was a Cuſtom. amongſt the Romans th 
[f to pourtray Time with a Lock before;Fajj 
1 but bald behind, to which Cato ac-Sth 
if - cords : ' ( 
| Poſt eji occaſio calva. 


J\ 

Intimating that Time being once paſt; 
can never be recalld. O !Whara necel- 
Gry is there of the improving the ea 
is” | | D1a 
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Diadem of Time ! how many poor miſe-' 
| rable Souls that are now languiſhing in = 
- FU Hell, bewailing the loſs of miſpent time, 
'O | with repentance never to be repented of: 
1 Oh | What would they give for one year, 
E- IÞ one day, nay one hour of that precious 
time, of which they once were ſo laviſh 2? 
rt 8 Who more free of time than they ? Yea, 
nd NU ſome have ſaid, that they have had ſo = 
at Þ much time they could not tell how ta © * 
Wr i ſpend it ; never once bethinking.thems- © 
ed, if ſetves what a great work they had to do: 
1} O! therefore make uſe of this preſent 
time; time that 1s paſt you cannor make 
/ tON uſe of, time to come 1s very uncertain z 
for how long thou ſhalt live, thou cant 
not tell : therefore make uſe of the firſt 
| occaſion, whileſt time and ftrength da  '- 3 
a. Maſt, whileſt thy Senſes are quick , thy 
Nerves limber, thy Underſtanding good; 
thy Judgment ſound, thy Sight clcar,and 
all thy Faculties in a fit poſture to ferve 
thy Captain and Maiter : See what an 
eathen ſays to this purpoſe : 


BANS 
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That of an idle hand, there comes no good. 


13 A Dzireftion 
Which may be thus Engliſhed : 


Take pains to grow in Grace, whilſt young 


and ſtrong, 


For age will numb thy 7oynts ere it be loug. | 


Abandon all idlenefs , that canker- and 
ruſt of the Soul, the Devil's pillow, and 


chief repoſe, his very Tide-time of remp- 


tation: Beware that it be not ſaid by you, 
when you come to look death inthe face, 
asit was by a Cardinal that(being ſenſible 
of death's approach) cried out in the 
horrour of his Conſcierce, He had a long 
Tourney i® go, but had been ſo idle and neg- 
lizent , that he knew not one foot of the way, 
Whar more hateful to God than this de- 
ftroyer of Souls? See what God ſays 
ro that Servant that had the one Talent, 


. Hatth. 25. 26, 20. Tertullian well ſaith, 


Dnid prodeſt eſſe ? quod eſſe non prodeſt : 
What dothit profit that a man be, and be- 
ing doth npt profit. He that x ſlothful is 
brother to a great wafter , Prov. 18.9. as 
Mr. Flawell well ſaith ; | | 


—— Beſides all this, it muſt be wnderood, 


OY 
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And well it may be fo ſaid, if we look 
but whar befel David, for want of Em- 
ployment, 2 Sam». I1. 2. And it came to 
paſs in the eveninz-ride, when he areſe from 


off his bed, and walked apon the Kings houſe, 


and looked from the roof, he ſaw a woman, . 4 


&c. So thar we ſee, that idleneſs may 
well be called the Mother of Luſt ; and 
on the contrary, how doth diligence keep 
all rhe Aﬀections from idle and vain 
| thoughts? and is very profitable for both 
Body and Soul: Ic puts the Devil out of his 
; path-way of temptation, and as it were 
puts him beſide himſelf: O therefore be 
| furetoput away allidleneſs : And ro ſtir 
- | thee up tothis dury, Conſider what is 
* | liketo be the portion of thoſe lazy drones 
- | whoſe ſloth the very Inſects condemn. 
$ 3 Thelittle Ant, and the Bee, how do they 
» | bufethemſelves ro lay up againſt Winter, 
» # againſt a Storm, only being led by the 
Inftin& of Nature :. Well then may theſe 
- | careleſs Sots be termed to that ſlothful 
5 | Butter-fly, that rakes care for nothing 
S | butpainting her wings, ſo that when win- 
rer comes, puts her he2d intoa hole and 
dies.. The ſlu;gard will not plow by reaſon of 
the cold, therefeare he ſhall beg in harveſt, 
and have nothing : When others come 
with their ſhocks rejoycing ,. he, ſhall 
| C 2 ſtarve 
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. ſtarve for want. Keep:thy Spirits, and 
all the Faculties of thy Soul, at workin 
thy ſolitary Ceſſarions, leſt that like wo | | 
Mill-ſtones,wanting Griſt, they grind one | 
another to pieces : and the beſt thing to” 

. keep thy ſelf imployed in., will be to be | 
much 1n the heart-ſearching work; to. ſee | 
how thy heart ſtands affeted with God, ( 
for that either ſweetens or empoyſons all 
the reſt;; the heart is the Inlet of Vertues 
and Vices': An Hoſt it is that entertains 
all ſorts of Gueſts, and needs to be eyed. 
Moreover, Purity in the inward parts 1s 
the 'moſt unerring and infallible. teſtimo- 
ny and evidence of a good and ſound 
ſtare; therefore ſearch ir, try it by the 
Word of Light and Life, that crue Touch- 
ſtone. 2. See how thy Will ſtands for 
God, the Will being the Seat.of the Gra- 
ces, it is very requiſite that it be purifi- 
ed :: See how its Pulſe bears, queſtion it, 
What art thou willing to do, to ſuffer, 
ro under-go, to forſake for God ? Art 
thou willing to ſtand to Gods Cauſe in all 
tryals ? and endure all rempeſts and EF c| 

- ſtorms? Art thou willing to be imployed | hi 

| in what Office Chriſt ſhall pur upon thee? | e& 

| and that tothe hazard of thy Eſtate, thy 91 

| Houſes, thy Lands, Goods, Wife , Chil- 

dren, Life and all? I ſay if thy Will be 

4 16 £ Þ brought 
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brought to this height, thy-ſtateis good ; 


then thou art fit for: communion with 
God, Try therefore thy Will, and twill 


_ bea good imployment in times of ceſſa- 


tion. 

Shun evil company (as mucts as in thee 
lieſt) when occurred with. In all com- 
pany have a care of thy tongue : For 
Cato doth ſay, 


that in old and young, 
The firſt ſtep to Vertme, us to bridle thy 


FOngue. | 


Have a care of thy tongue inall com- 
pany ; wicked men wil be ready to carp, 
and reach , and good men will. be alfo 
cenforious when they hear evil, idle, and 
frothy diſcourſe ; becauſe the Word ſaith, 
Out of the abundance of the h:art the month 
fpeaketh, Matth. 12. 34. Moreover, Evil 
communication corrupts good manners: ſuch 
as the heart is, ſuch is the diſcourſe ; a 
worldly man will be talking of the world ; 
an ambitious man of honour ; a deban- 
ched-man's diſcourſe will be frothy and 
light ; but a pious man's of the things 
that appertain to God : Nove can gather 

grapes of thorns, nor figs of thiſtles ; ſuch as 
= tree 18, ſuch 15 its fruit, 
"$1 3 Be 
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Be ſure: therefore to: avoid lewd per- 


ſons company ; for familiarity with ſuch, 


ſteal away the Aﬀections with ſenſuality, 
and fleſh-pleaſing delights ; by little and 


little ſtealing away thy heart from Gcd, 

and ſointangle-it in the contagious and 
deſtructive Labyrinth of Phantaſic-plea- 
ſing delights ; by becoming remiſs firſt in 
one duty, and thanin another, and ſo in- 
ſtead of becoming graduate in the School 
of Chriſt, becomes graduate in the 
School of Satan ; till | at length com- 
menſes Maſter of Arts, and a debauched 
life becomes habituate: O beware of this ! 
How many, even a cloud of Witneſſes 


. have we every day,.. that aſſume theſe 


diabolica praQices ( Thharn teſtifying ) 
which to relate, time it ſelf would be al- 
moſt roo arct and narrow. ' Survey ac- 
curately, and circumſpectly,every action 
thon undertakeſt., with. the Candle of 
the Word of Light and Life. Lay tothe 
Line and Plummer, ſee whether it be con- 
ſonant to the 'Will and Word of God or 
no. . Many Trees at a diſtance ſeem to be 
ſtreight , until the Line be apphed ro 


_ them:, and then how. crooked do they 


appear. Whercwithal ſhall a young man 

eleanſe his way , but by taking heed therewn- 

zof Take heed and poize all your ——_ 
an 
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and that with ſerious conſideration be- 
forecnacted. 

13. Have acare of being lulled aſleep 
on the lap of ſenſual delights and plea- 
ſures. O how many ſplit upon this Rock ? 
How many are drowned in the ſleep of 
carnal ſecurity , and are fettled upon 
their Lees? O! how direful a miſtake 
will this be , to becarried from a Bed of 
Down to a Bed of {ſcorching hot Iron? 
To be bound 1n everlaſting chains, down 
the ſtream of the delights of theſe laſt 
days of ours ? And that hoiſe up their 
ſail before the fair gale of Proſperity, 
Pleaſure and Delights , againſt the ſecrer 
blaſts of a reclaiming Conſcience ; that 
would ſtand as a mark to warn them, left 
they ſhould ſplir tneir Ship, and loſe both 
Ship, Treaſure, and themſelves, and all. 

O! what obnubularting darkneſs will 
they find themſclves in , and underſtand- 
ings overſhadowed with ; that can't ſee 
how many have ſunk and periſhed in this 
Gulf? And that will not know their day 
of peace before it be hid from their eyes? 
And that like the rich man in the Go- 
ſpel, ſpend their portion of good things 
in this life, upon their pleaſures, and in 
gratifying their own luſts ; which pro- 
cures nOthing but fuel ta their fire, miſe- 

| "Mi ries 
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| | ries to their rorments z yea death it ſelf? 


Which, what, and how great and intol- ft 
lerable” ;.1f they did: but conceive once , w 

and underſtand ; ſurely they would not th 

do for a thonſand worlds? Th 

What will thoſe Sons of pleaſure ſay | 6: 

and do, when all their Joysſhall be turn- | ro 
ed-into ſorrow, their pleaſure 1 INtO pain , ſn 

their -mirth into mourning ,. their pride ha 

into indigency and poverty , their gold th 

> into braſs, their ſongs into ſighs, their rej 
> riches into ruſt? Then they that thought mi 

{= - themſelves to be full, and rich , and in- rH 
| 3 - creaſed with goods; and ſtand in need of ey 
18 nothing ; will be. found blind and naked, {ct 
[7 - wretched and miſerable ; Rev. 3. 17. _ © K'd 
|} T Miſtake --not , Treaſures , Lands, and ve 
[4 = Iarge Poſſeſſions , without a rightim- So 
| os @provemenr » will be bur as a World of Fr 
| cad+ to preſs thee into the loweſt Hell: I vir 


And what profit- ſhall a man have to gain af. 
A whole world and loſe his own ſeul ? They the 
vill not only not profit , but greatly diſ- pe: 
rofir; they will not on ly flee away, bue no 
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they do betake themſelves ro flight, | 
y'll leave (like the Worms) ſuch a ſuf- to 
| ating flime- behind them, -thatis like Ric 
| _ the ſoul ; unleſs waſhed in that but 


- that isſer open for ſin and for 1ble 


Eo- 
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Honoors: and an Arm of Fleſh will 
ftand thee in no ſtead ', God has puta 
weak and frail nature in all terreſtrial 
things : What land truſt roany of them? 
Truſt in Broken Reeds , that like 7onas's 
Gourd wither away, and leave thy fort 
ro wind and weather. Thrice- blefled and 
ſweet is our Lord's Advice, who would 
have us turn the Eye of our Delight from 
the ſtaining glaſs and dying clory of all Ter- 
reſtrial Treaſures ; which moſtly gender 
miſchief, art leaſt harbours an inbred cor- 
r#ption; gilded over, to intice a carnal 
eye : upon which many times an ev:{ con- 
ſcrence 18 an atrendant. The one like a 


Worm eats out the Heart, when the Har= . 


veſt is expected ; the other ſeizes upon the 


Soul, in time of ſorrow. And as for 


Friends and Acquarntance , they may en- 


viron thee, fo long as thy ſails flee before 


a fair and proſperous gale ; bar as ſoon as 


the clouds of indigency and poverty ap-- 


pear, where are they then? Have th 
not left thee and fled like a ſhaddow ? 


Tis true, itis good to be ſeeking, and 4 


to employ all thy time and ftrength for 


Riches and Treaſures, anda Magazine" . ©: 


bur be ſure it be one. thar is nor corrupt= 


Ible : Not one, that will ſtand in no ſtead; 
If thou be employed, be employed inthe / 


beſt 
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'beſt Trade. If thou get, , get the beſt 


_ things. If thou dig , dig for the Pearl of 


price. If thou play the Merchanr, trade 
in the beſt Merchandize : Not in rempo- 
rary things , not in gold and filver, that 


ruſts and cankers , but in the durable - 


riches of feſws , that has all durable 
richcs and fulneſs in himſelf. Nor in [n- 
dian Treaſures , but Canaans Treaſares : 
Not in E. ypts Treaſure , but in Treaſure 


that bears price at: the New feruſalcns. 


The one thou mayeſt carry with thee, 
the other thou canſt not; thou muſt leave 
it toothers: therefore it thou be wiſe, be 
wiſe \for thy ſel Moreover , if thou 
trade in merchandize for theſe Countries, 
for Canaan and the INew feruſalem , 11I 


tell thee that a ſoxnd faith , a fixed hope, © 


and a ſpotleſs conſcience, are the ineftima- 


ble Jewels in thefe parts. If thou ſell all 
ro buy theſe, and obtain them, it will be 
better than a rhouſand wortds to thee. 
Thou ſhalt be crowned King , thou ſhalt 
be Joynt Heir in Heaven with Chriſt thy 


Victorious King and Captain. 

That which Worldlings make and em- 
brace asgain, count thou as loſs: That 
which rhey count as Pearls, count thou 
as Dung : Thar which. they efteem above 
all, count thou lighter than vanity ; and 
more 
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more contemptible than dirt under thy 

feer. Inſtead of being wiſe for this World, 

.be wiſe for Eternity ; leſt, after thou 

. | ſhouldſt heap up Treaſures, and ſays Soul 

» | take thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for 

> | many years ; thou ſhould be {tript of all 

. and counted a fool for thy pains. 

B Inkead of riches hoard up a ſtock of 
Grace , 1n this plenteous Harveſt of the 

- | Goſpel. Inftead of worldly pleaſures, 

| hoardup that that will procure everiaiting 
pleaſures for evermore.- Inſtead of a 
world of cares, which alwavs attend 

> | wealth and honours, accumulate to thy 

| ſelf an undiſturbed peace: Peace with 

, | God, peacewith Conſcience, and peace 

with all men. And with all thy getting pet 

| #nderſtanding, 1 fay, inſtead of delight- 

. | ing thy ſelf in vain pleaſures, whichare . 
the accommodations of an empry world; 

> | (of which afterward) delight thy feIF in | 

the Lord thy God , + and thou ſhalr be 

- | much wiſer. 

Be content in and amidlt all the 

ricifficudes of a fickle ard unconſtant 

. | world, let it be thy chief ſtudy, to learn 
; that excellent Leſſon of Conrentment; 
- | to know how to carry it as well towards 
afrowning , as a flattering and fawning 

world; when it frowns , not to be trou- 

Bled; 
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bled, and when it fawns, not to regard 


1t :. to beſo wiſe a Pilot as to ſteer thy 


courſe, neither to ſplit on Sy#a, on thy 
right hand, nor C4arybdis on thy lefr;nei- 
ther. to ſoar ſo high on the wings of am- 
bition 1n time of proſperity as to ſcorch 
thy wings ; nor ſink ſo low in times of 
adverſity as to be drowned in that Ocean 


_ of deſpair + Whar an excellent proficien- , 


cy. had St. Paul made 1n this excellent 


Leſſon ? he could ſay as very few elſe. 


could fay the like, 7 have learned ( ſaith 
he) in what ſtate I am, therewith to be con- 
rent; Philip.4. 11. And indeed if was not 
in word, bur indeed, which plainly ap- 
pears by that xrth of 2 Corinthians; He 
had learn:d how to abound, and how to ſuf- 
fer need. If the World hold out a Scep- 
rer, he can tell how to uſe it, if a Shovel 
he can dig with it; if a Crown he can 
wear it, if a Croſs he can bearit. If a 
ſtorm he can endure ir, if acalm he can 
enureit. Sothar in the uſe of all things, 
he hives as though he had them nor, a- 
midft rhem. What arare frame is this, to 
be able to turn ones hand to any Tune : 
To which purpoſe he gives an excellenr 
diate in Heb.12.5. Be content with ſuch 
things 4s Jos have ;\ and he adds rhe Rea- 


aor 


ſon, For he hath ſaia, I'll never leave thee, 


G. =, voy WF: 06 


| toan = bly Tife. 29 
yor forſake thee: As ifhe ſhould have ſaid, 
Irell you from mine own experience , it. 
is the beſt thing in the world to be con- 
tent ; for my Maſter that learned me this 
Leſſon, laid an entail upon it, 'that can 
never be cut off : he hath promiſed me. 
and all others that will be Students 1n this 
Art, that he will maintain. tkem, whate= 
ver it coſt him ; and he as a Preſident, 
has left a Pattern, his own act and deed; 
Was he content to do ſo great things? to 


ſuffer great things ? to undergo ſo. hard 


things? Was he content to ſuffer hunger ? 
Was he content to be weary? and to ſhew 


himſelf ſubmiſſive to whatſoever his Fa- 


thers will was ; and ſhall not we follow 
our Captain, thar have liſted our ſelves un- 
der his Banner,to be his Souldiers?We liſt- 
ed our ſelves at our Baptiſmal Covenant, 
and renewed it again at the Lords Table, 
& ſhall we be treacherous to him? No,no, 

This Jewel of Contentment 1s to. be 
much eſteemed and valued., and that a- 
bove any thing in this lower Orb ; it is 
an ineſtimable Pearl of great price, it isof, 
excellent Vertue, and thar of divers kinds. 

It is of a healing, or ef a drawing Ver- 
tue; itis applicable to any ſore : it will 
make-one. in a frame for any condition, 
Art thou rich ? it will be thy + 

*g an 
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and that a faithful one too, for the im- 
proving of thy Eſtate : Art: thou poor ? 
ic will ſupply thy wants for thee - In 
both rheſe we find it uſefal to Fob in 
borh the rime of proſperity and adverii- 
ty ; andin both theſe it was uſeful to St. 


Paxl alſo, 7 know both how to abound,and bow | 


ro ſuffer need ; compared with that fore- 
cited place, ; Phil. .4-Ix. Art thou ſick? it 
will be Phyſick to thee; it will teach thee 
.to ſubmit'to God's will, and that will 
bear up thy. Spirits in, and amidft thy 
greateſt pain : Art thou dejected : ? this will 
life thee up : Art thou in priſon? this will 
viſit thee : Art thou hungry ? this will fill 
thee : Art thou naked? this will cloath 
thee : Art thou friendleſs? this will make 
God thy friend, which is better than all 
the friends in the world beſides. Art thou in 
ſtraits ? it will redeem thee and deliver 
thee out of them : Nay, Let thy condi- 
tion be what it will, it is of great uſe to 
thee : Therefore learn this Lefion above 
all, and that becauſe it will ſweeten all 
conditions to thee, and teach thee to truſt 
God in all conditions, and be as a Sove- 
reign Antidote againſt that poyſonous 
and -deſtru@ive fin of diſpair. 
. And to the attaining of this rare Art of 
rs; + take theſe few Conſidera- 
i tions 


it 
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tions as DircCtions to the attaining of this 
Chriſtian Aqcompliſhmear. 


1. Confider,That it was in the Omnipotents + 
hand , when he framed thee in the Womb ; 
to have cc mpoſed thee after another faſhion 
than thox art : he might have framed thee 

an irrational Animal, or if not, he mizht 
Jabs made thee dc; picable 7 every ones 

_. 

Loy Conſider , That (it may be) thy caſe 
(whatever it is or may be) 'tis not ſo bad, but 
i ſome others have been in as bad or worſe : 
; i and then what cauſe hait thou to be diſ- 
quieted. 

3. Confider, That whatever thy condition 
: or may be ,, f in is the inſirumental cauſe of 

| 3 for ſin 3s the procurer of all our mi- 
Coke 
. 4. Conſiarr, | That when God afftitts any 
one of his children , it is in love to Tk 

| foxls; as many as I love, I rebuke and 
> | chaften; Rez, 3. 
= Sr Confider , That God has promiſed all 
: | ſhall work together for den" unto them. 
. FF thar love him. | 
; 6. Confi rdef, That whatſoever God 1n- 
flifts wpox any of #s , it 85: js than oxr fins 
deſerve. , 

7: " Che racr , That God is 4 ; merciful = 
an 
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and will inflitt no more upon thee than thom. 
art able to bear. _ | Tt 

8. Conſid:r , That afflitions or croſſes, | nc 
are but for a time, they are not, nor cannot be ' | th 
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permanent. ; TA 
9, Confid:r , Theſe are but light affitti- | ar 
ons to what God might affi:& thee with. tir 


io. Conſider , That when God affiiits thee Þ to 
or auvy of bis People , it is batt to fir Hs for ſpa 
himſelf, and to fit us for a better ſtate. 
II. Confider, That God ( many times ) | fo 
makes this his (;gu to his people that they are | De 
bis ; and that he defigns nothins left for. Þ v:1 
them , -than to make them his heirs. If we: Þ me 
- © werewithout chaſtiſement, then we were I Go 
baſtards and not ſons. fre 
12. Conſider , What Chrift has ſuffered | ting 

for us, and what all the Apoſtles and Pro- If ang 
 phers (witneſs that ſhort Martyrology , Heb. | eve 
II.) and all the Martyrs ſince; aud then ner 

- ſurely thou wilt not have much canſc to com- ||| the 
plain. | eve 


I fay_conſfider theſe. few things , 4- Ma 
mongſt many , and then complain if thou Þ crit 
canſt,, or be diſcontent if thou dareſt. I bur 
Davialath , Why. art thou caft down, O my dirs 
ſont, and why art thou diſquitted within me? Yacst 
Flope thow mn God , for T ſball yet prarſe him. fitis 
- He cries out three times in the-42. HO 


DIR . 3+ 


and. the 43. as if he ſhould have ſaid 
Thou haſt no reaſon to be diſcontent » 
| nor diſcouraged art all; for in ſo doing 
| thou diftruſts God. 

O thou Son of hope, whoſoever thou 

f art, therefore learn to be accumula- 
ting a ſtock of this Sovereign Antidote, 
to apply ro ſuch wounds as tend to de- 
ſpair. 

Be careful to bear in mind always, the 
four great and laſt things : 1. The day of 
Death. 2. The azy of 7udgment. 3. Hea- 
v:n. 4. Hell : And this may be a 

'E means ro keep up thy heart towards 
God, and whereby thou mayeſt be kept 
free from that direful wrath and inex- 
tinguiſhable fire of Hell, kindled by an 

E angry and 1mplacable enemy of all ſin, 
even the Lord Almighty, which can ne- 
ner be defined by humane narure, nor by 
the beſt and. moſt acute Philoſpher, that 
ever movedin this lower Orb, 'nor a di- 

} menſion given by the. beit Student in the 

" BE Mathemaricks : Nay, it can never be de- 

; E cribed by 'any , becauſe none knows it 

- E bur God alone : As touching the profun- 

- F diry thereof, it is bottomleſs , Revel. 9.1, 

as tothe dimenfiry of, it can never be full, 
itis inſatiable, Prov. 2. 7,10, As rouch- 

* Yivg the duration: of _ is for ever 1n- 

EX= 


extinguiſhable, that when as. many years 
are -expired as there are Atoms in the 
" Sun, Sands on the Sea-ſhore, Graſs. piles 
on the Earrh, and Stars in the Firma- 
\, ment, it will be no nearer an end, than 
before, and who 1s he that can, or dare 
undertake” to expreſs it, This wrath to 
come cannot be expreſſed , untll ir moſt 
furiouſly expreſs it ſelf in Hell, when the 
Devil as God's Executioner ſhall be loof- 
ed ro inflift the moſt. exquiſite torments 
an thoſe beaſtly ſluggards thar have neg- 
lefted the day of their grace , offered 
by Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel ; that would 
not know thesr peace before it was hid from 
their eyes ; and before they were ever- 
laſtingly ſeparated from Chriits Lambs, 
whom the Lamb of God redeemed with 
his precious Blood. 

O! Where ſhall they appear that wid 
not give the Lord Jeſus any reſidence in 
the cloſets of their hearrs > They ſhall be 
. ſtrairned aud crouded into Hell,that were 
fo far bereſt of their ſight and under- 
ſtanding, and ſo far blinded, thar they 
diſown'd God , that ſhould have been 
their hope, and their Redeemer ; that 
ſhould have been the Rrength of cheir ſal- 


vation, O ! what direful horror will 


then perplex their Souls ? What trembling 
their 
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their Joynts 2 What horrour their Cor- 
ſcience ? What diſtraCtions their Minds ? 
Whar fear their Hearts? What deadneſs 
their Underſtanding at rhe Great Allize 2 
Then they will ſay , what madneſs and 
diſtractedneſs did. pofſeſs us , that we 
ſhould be ſo fooliſh, as liſt our ſelves un; 
der his Banner, that now will be our tor- 
mentor ? and that like ſo many Eſas's, 
ſold our Birth-right for a meſs of *Pot- 
cage, fora few merry hours, and a little 


_ eaſe anddelight 2 When they (ee the Hea- 


vens paſi away as a ſcroll, and the Earth 
melt with fervent heat, they ſhall ſee the. 
reſemblance of their approaching miſery 
pourtrayed, Py: 
Then they. ſhall feel the puniſhment 


both of ſenſe and loſs ; then they ſhall 


have God's Vials of wrath and indignati- | 
on poured upon them ; then they ſhall be 
ſenſible of that devouring fire that God 
ſo many times, by his faithful Miniſters, 
hath prefſed upon them ; that fire thar 


. Either conſumes or refines the world, 


ſhall burn the ſinner to all Eternity, and 
yet ſhall neither be conſumed nor re- 
fined; always a dying, bur never dead. 
And then how will his merry days beya- 
niſhed asa dream, and his jovial life will 
be as atale that is rold, and his Repar-+ 
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rees, pleaſant Sports, and wanton Dal- y' 
liances, his Cups and Queans, his vain tl 
hopes of Heaven, and confident Con- || tt 
 certs, all, all deceaſed, all will be pafs'd al 
away together. w 
This 1s the time that finners, that | 
the wretched world fhall be diſcrimina- fc 
ted from the happy Sgints ; «whoſe mifery as 
and property is tobe wiſe too late. The || $' 
Vizard of. the World will then be taken || H 
off, it will be then unvailed , and then C 
the feeming holineſs 'of the Hypocrire Oo 
will be conſpicuous, .and will be expoſed | Þ 
ro the face and view-of all the world, m 
and then ſhall he ſee his own folly, nor rf 
only in reference to his own Soul, bur al- W 


\. fo in lighting Chriſt, offered ro him in. he 
the Goſpel ; then he ſhall ſee how nigh al 


he came to the Kingdom of Heaven, and ſc 
yet came fhcrt of it ; and how ſhall he tc 
expect or imagine to be hid in the day of tc 
the Lords anger , that knew that his th 
Judge every day was looking on when he ſe 
ſo difſembled and cheared the world,him= be 
ſelf, and God, as he ſuppoſed. O ye al 
Hypocrites | God one day will force your ſi 
 Confeciences to witneſs againit you, and CC 
. your:rongues/ ro confeſs the accuſation, Ct 


: Chriſt's Miniſters muſt be brought in ra w 
"DX for GOT 3 ; | and if God be againſt 
you, 


"Me . 
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to an holy Life. 
you, who ſhall then be for you? If Chriſt 
that would have ſaved thee, be againſt - 
| thee, and condemn..thee, who ſhall. be. 
able to juſtifie thee ? All that feared God 
will atteſt againſt thee. | | 
|  Wharta deplorable condition will it be, - 
to think; how the Maſter ſhall - evidence - 
againſt his own Servant, the Husband a- 
gainſt the Wife, and the Wife againſt the 
Husband, the Parents againſt their own 
Children, and the Children againſt their 
own Parents : Sinful Compotators, or - 
Pot- Companions little conjecture they 
muſt bear witneſs of , and concerning, 
thoſe ſins that they have helped for- 
ward in others, and they themſelves 
heard anddid ; ſwearing and execrating, 
and mocking thoſe that feared God, and 
ſcoffing at an holy Life. The Fornica- 
tors little think, that their luſtful and wan= 
tonMates muſt bear witneſs againſt themz 
that thought they had been concealed in 
ſecret places : and that that ſecreſie ſhall 
be laid-open to the view of the world, 
and that thoſe that encouraged them to 
fin ſhall accuſe them of ſin. O! the cold 
comfort that ſuch will have in the refle- 
Ction of all their pleaſures, at that day,, 
when the very devils that tempted. them 
to ſuch and ſuch fins, will ſtand ar. their. 


37- -f8 


D 3 elbows .- 4 
+ 


. = * $ 
£ *\ $7 
+, 1 : Ln * " 
I" "; 

: 6x, 5 wy MH VE 
1 4 ww 


38 2 Direttton 


elbows to accuſe and witneſs againſt them, 
and tell them, that they were no readier 
£o tempt;than they 'were ready to aſſent 
roevery temptation, Where,on the con- 
_ trary, they flighted Gods Miniſters, and 


rivings of God's Spirit within them. 


The very Angels will witneſs againſt them 
at that day, and Conſcience will produce 


its black Bill of his ſecret reclamings, and 
of all the Examples that have ever been, 
to demoriſtrate the diſpleaſure and hatred 


God has againſt ſuch ſins, as they have 


been Afſenters to, and Agents In. Dy tnrn- 


ing the Grace of God into wantonneſs, and 
12 gaming and ſquandring away preci- 


ous time; 1n which rime, inſtead of work- 
.inx oxt their own ſalvation, they have 
wrought out their damnation. God's Book 
of Record will be produced, concerning 
all the thoughts, words, and actions, - a- 


gainſt. ſinners. Nothing "ſpall have 'been 


done in ſecret, that ſhall not be revealed ; 
Luke 8. 17. 
Nay, every man ſhall be his own Ac- 


 cuſer at that day, The painted Hypo-" 


crite mill then cry out of his out-1ſ1depro- 

feſſion, fair withour ' bur foul within ; za 

meer painted Sepulcher. 

© The*covetous Ufurers Conſcience will 
accuſe "and condema him, for cozening 


and _ 


oa 


 - - to an holy Life. " 
and cheating others , for griping and 
grinding the faces of others. 

Therich Man's wealth will fo cry out 
againſt him, and the Canker of his Gold 
and Silver will witneſs againit him , that 
he ſhall be forged tro ſay, Lord, I am mm 
thy hand, do as it ſcemeth good in thy ſight 
with me. His Riches will be corrupred, 
and his Garments moth-eaten. And the 
profane Sabbath-breaker, that notwith- * 
ſtanding all the rebukes by evident Judg- 
ments from God, did profane the Sab- 
bath, and inftead of communicoting di- 


vine Truths, as for ſpiritual Food and _- 


Minna for his Soul to feed upon, from 
Sabbath ro Sabbath; _Mall be forced to 
cry out, Lord, I have neglefted the day of 
Grace, do as it pleaſeth thee towards me. 1 
have, inſtead of learning thote things 
that would have inſtructed me in the way 
of life, learned that that has brought me 
todeſtruction, and this 1s the. fruits of my 
Labour ; inflead . of keeping and ſubju-. 
gating my ſelf ro Divine Laws,[ have re- 
belled: both againft Divine and Humane 
Laws ; even the very Laws. of Nature 
and Humanity have I broken : Inſtead of 
attending thy Ordinances , I have at- 
tended the Invitations of my own Luſts.. 
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O you that are yet on this fide Hell, this 
ſide Erernity, have a care of ftifling a 
g00d 'Conſcience, and know that if you 
will not hear it now, you ſhall be con- 
ſtrained to hear, when all your political 
excuſes ſhall be debarred ; your mouths 
ſtopped, you ſhall ſtand ſpeechleſs ; and 
Conſcience, God's Witneſs, ſet up 1n e- 
very Mans breaſt ſhall be heard. 

Thefe were four ſorts of Hearers ſpe- - 
cified in Chriſt's Parable, but one ſort 
good ; the reſt were Sabbath-breakers, 
ſuch as there are many now a-days, that 
inſtead of getting their hearts prepared, 
. according tothe preparation of the San- 
Quary, to meet with God, and hear what 
he will diſpenſe to them from his Word, 
they trim, paint, and pin away a good . 
Conſcience, in trimming, and painting, 
and pinning their Bodies. Where is that 
. that the Scripture commands? I fay, the 
time that ſhould be ſpent in preparation 
for meetings with God, is ſpentin dreſ- 
ſing and trimming theſe craſie and rot- 
_ ten houſes of clay, that is like to fall ar 

the blaſt of every Diſtemper , and ere 
Jong ſhall be turned into earthy droſs and 
clay ; as trees that cumber the ground, 
and are uſeleſs in their Generation: They 
hayec leaves withoutfruit,ſhew withour ſub- 
ſtance 5 


ſtance; and if Chriſtleſs and graceleſs,De- 
vils will ere long be their Afﬀſociates, the 
worms to deſtroy their Bodies, and the 
worm Conſcience that ſnever dies to 
gnaw upon their Sonls to all Eternity, 

Every Creature that has been abuſed, 
that now groans under fin, will that day 
come in as a witneſs, to atteſt againſt 
thoſe unmerciful Creatures. 

\ AN things that have been abuſed, that 
ought to have been uſed to the Glory of - 
God (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) will treſtifie 
the : Juſt Judgmenr of God; the Mear, 
Drink, Apparel that have been ſo vainly 
ſpent and conſumed ; the very Time, 
Place, and Room, ſhall witneſs againſt the 
Whore-monger and Adulterer , . whom . 
God will judge. All theſe things God will 
make uſe of, as Evidences againſt thoſe 
that ſhall have conſumed and ſpent them 
upon their own Juſts, 

 I6. Endeavour ftill afrer an higher At- 
tainment of Perfe&ion, The Soul that 
grows in Grace, is the Soul that God will 
delight in, and love. Merciesamproved, 
1s the way to engage God to love, and 
togrant a further ſupply of Mercy. As 
none can be (impoſlibleir is) ſo holy as 
God, and perfect as God ; for ſo we muſt 
underſtand, when he ſays, Be ye holy, a5 1 

; — 
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az holy : not that any man can be as ho=" 
Iy as God; but he muſt be underſtood, in 
refſpet of perfetto partium, non graduum ; 
ſo none isto reſt inany Attainment, until 
they come to the Center, until they en- - 
joy all that the precious Blood of Chriſt | 
can purchaſe for them. | 
E have read a notable Story, wherein 
we have(by way of diſcourſe) betwixt a. 
Begger and a Dzvine, a notable Example 
of Self-reſignation, and an high Atrain- 
ment of Perfection (I mean) as 1 ſaid be- 
fore, perfett:o partium non graduum , of 
parts not of degrees ; for it can be no 0- 
therwiſe, it 1s impoſſible to be as perfe 
as God. Which is as follows : 

There was a certain Divine, famous in 
Learning and Piety , that did earneftly 
inportune God by prayer, for ſome time 
together, conceiving that he had not the 
frue knowledge of the ways of God, not- 
withitanding his much Learning attained 
by long Studies ; begging that God would 
give him to know more of him, and him- | 

ſelf, and that God would dire& him to | 
ſome that would teach him the way of A 
FTruti;z and being inflamed at a cercain 
time, with vehemency of deſire, a Voice, 
as was ſuppoſed, ſpake thus to him, Go - 
forth ta the Church-yard, and there thou 


mayeſt 
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mayeſt finda man that can teach thee the 
way. And going forth, he found there 
a certain Beggar, with patched and torn 
Apparel, and filthy dirty feet, whoſe 
cloaths were not worth three half-pence, 
whom he ſpake thus unto : Divine. God 
give thee a good morning. Beggar. Sir, I 
do not remember that ever I had ancevil 
one. Div. God make thee fortunate and 
proſperous : Why ſpeakeſt thou on this man= 
ner * Beg, Neither was I unproſperous, 
neither was I ever unhappy. Div. God 
ſave thee, Speak now plainly. Beg. Truly, 
Sir, I will do it willingly. Sir, Thou didſt 
wiſh me a proſperous and good Motn- 
ing, and I anſwered, Inever had an evil 
one ; for when am pinched with hun- 
ger , I praiſe God ; if I ſuffer cold , 
Tf it ſhow , if it hail or rain, if the 
weather be fair or fou!, I praiſe God ; and 
therefore there never happened any ſad 
or evil Morning tome. Thou didſt likewiſe 
wiſh thatI might be fortunate, I ſaid Ewas 
never "unfortunate , becauſe whatever 
God gave me, I ſuffered , or whatever 
hapned to me, whether it were agreeable 
t0-2,c0r otherwiſe ; were it ſweet Of bit- 
terto me,l gladly received it at his hands, 
as the be ; and therefore I was never 

anfortunate, Thou fſaidſt moreoyer, thar - 
: ' God 
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God would be caſed to make me hap- 
#7, whereuntol likewiſe anſwered, That 
I never had been wxnhappy ; for 1 am fully 
reſolved (through his Grace) toxadhere 
and cleave torhe will of God (abandon- 
ing 22:ze own will ) into which I have ſo 
wholly poured out my will, 'that what- 
ſoever he will, I may will the ſame; and 
for this cauſe .(as I ſaid) I was never un- 
happy, being that I will cleave to his 
will only, and have wholly refigned 
mine own proper will. Div. This « ve- 
ry ſtrange ; but what (I pray thee) wouldeſt 
Zhou do, if the Lord of Majeſty ſhould caſt 
. Thee into the bottomleſs pit, couldſt thou be 
cantent with his will? Beg. Drown me in 
the bottomleſs pit 2 Why certainly if he 
zould., I1 have two arms by which I 
wauld ſtill embrace him ; the one. 1s true 


Humility, and thar I kay under him, and - 


by him I am united to his ſacred Huma- 
nity: The other, and that is rhe right one, 


|. which is Love , Which 1s united to his 


Divinity ; and alſo by this Love from 
himſelf, I hold him fo faſt, that he would 
go down to Hell with me; -and itis much 
becter for me to be in Hell with God, 
than in Heaven without him. - -. | 
' By this the Divine learned, That the 
moſt ' compendious way to God. isa true 
| | | Reſig- 
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Reſignation, with profound» Humiliry. 
Hereupon the” Divineiſpake agairy 
the Beggar, and asked him, Div. Whence 
comeſt thou? 'Beg."From'God: Div. Wherez: 
foundeſt thou God? Beg. Even there where 
Left all the Creatures. * Div. /pray thee 
friend, Who: art thou? Beg. Whoam 1'? Tru 
ly 1 ama King, and Jeſus himſelfcrown- 
ed me, with-Peace, Power, and'Reff + Divo . 
A King: Where is thy Kingdom? Beg. Sir, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is*within/ me} 
that is 13my:rSoul, and: I'can now, and 
and do by his power ( not mine own-) tu 
me, ſo govern, and cominand all my in-' 
ward Parts, and:Senſes, .thart all the Afﬀe=-" 
Rions-and:Powers of the Old Man, m my: 
Soul,are. conquered'; and arerin* ſubjecti- 
on to Mme 3- Which Kingdom no man/can: 
doubr;/ |buc.is -better than; all :rhe: King- 
 doms and'Glhories in the /Warld.; Divine. 
What brought thee tonhis PerfeBtion? \ Beg. 
My ſublime:Meditations,::and union with 
* that» great; God of Peace, and improve-'' 
ment of Mercies ro his' Glory, and'by' 
growing 4n:Grace, addingrone: Grace tos 
another:;; and1 could refi: in nothing leſs: 
Than an eflurance of -God's /Love ; and 
this:L haye:-faund . I hare forſaken: the! 
unquiet-:Warkd,, and in hint | haverpeace? 
of Conſcience, and therein I reſt. | 
FORMS: 
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Andthus we ſee to whar an 'exceflcney 
of Perfe&tion may be attained. 
' Bur to conclude our Diſcourſe, 1 ſhall 
| o_ thee in five words, though very com- 
ely,che whole duty of a Chriftian. 
© x. Be much in the Mortification work. 
Gert thy Corruptions ſubdued, and morti- 
fie all fin in thee, otherwiſe thou ſhalr, nay 
. canft not,havea communion with God. 
| 2: Be ſare (abovreall things) to get thy 
Fifin favour with Chriſt; for (withal chon 
muſt underftand) ofand from him thy Sal- 
vatioa is and doth proceed ; he it is thar 
- hath purchaſcd both thy Salvation it ſelf, 
the way alſo, and the means thereunts ; 
and without him thou canf do-nottiing. 
'3- Bear muchin mind the great day of 
accompr, that thou may'ſt give up thy ac- 
campt with joy;z otherwiſc thou wilt never 
be regular in thy courſe z and wittial be 
mindful whoitis thar muſt be thy Judge.” ' 
4+ Be much in the attendance of the. 
Word read and preached for that is the on - | 
ly way that God hys appointed for himſelf 
to be found in; moreover it is that thar will 
difcover unto thee what is thy Duty. 
F. And laſtly, Be much in Prayer,for this 
- is thar thar will givc ſucceſs to'all other ; 
_ thisis the Conduir-pipe ro convay or diſ- 
cover all our wants toGod, and mercies 
om GoI 6 us... FORMS 


For Particular Perſons, 


For every Day 1n che W /eck. 


, 


A Prayer for the Sabbath-day. 
Morning: 


Oft Holy, and Glorious Lord 
God, I ſinful duſt and aſhes, 
preſuming to approach thy: 
preſence, defire that thou wile 
pleaſe to fit my heart for the 

approaching ſo holy a Preſence as thine 

is, that on this day 1 may be fo fitted ac- 
cording to the preparations of thy San- 

Ctuary, as that Il may meet with thy ſelf; 

that thou mayeſt communicate ſome- 

thing that may be of refreſhment unto 
my Soul by thy Word and Spirit ; yea, 
that I may be found in the Spirit on the 

Lord's 


48 
Lord's day. © Lord pardon my fins,that 
I have been guilty of this week paſt, and 
all my life paſt; and let them not ftand 
as a flood to ſtop my Prayers from aſcen- 


ding unto thee, or to keep back the in- 


fluences of thy holy Spirit from my Soul. 
O Lord, looking upon them, and upon 
my nature polluted by them, it makes me 
afraid tolook up unto Heaven, Nay, in- 
deed I durſt not, only thou haſt com- 
manded me to come unte thee' by the 


vertue of the preciovs Blood of thy Son 


Chriſt, thar 1s my ſtrong conſolation , 
hope , and comfort : Moreover, Lord , 


thou haſt preſcribed a comfortable pro- 
miſe, that thou' wilt pardon the fins of 


thy People for thy own Names fake. O 
therefore for thy own Names ſake, do 


away all my fins in the Blood of Jeſus. 


Chrift, that . I may appear b:fore thee in 
theRobes of Chrift's Righteouſneſs, and 
and nor in mine own; ſecing all mine is 
but as menſtruous cloth, and filthy rags. 
Lord, prepare me for this thy days work, 
help me1nit, and keep me after it, that 
_ thy Spirit may ſeal up Divine Truths in 
the cloſet of my heart, that laying them 


_ up in my heart, may practiſe them in 


my life, and bring forth fruit with patt- 


EQCE,MEET for repentance. Lord, letnet- 
ther 


A Prayer for 7 
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he Sabbath-day ; rg 


ther the cares of the World, nor the de- 


ceitful thoughts of riches choak thy Sced 


ſown, nor let Satan ſteal it out of my 
heart ; bur let ..it be as good ſeed fown 
in a good and honeſt. heart, thar taking 
root downward, it may bring forth fruit 
upward, being watered with the bedew-= 
ings of thy Spirit. O come in this day 


with freſh reviving Grace, that' thereby I. 


may be ſoquickned and qualified, as that 
I may meer with thy ſelf. Let this day be 
ſo ſanftified to me, as that I may. fay in 
the cloſe thereof,'tis nor in vain,but good 
to draw nigh to thy ſelt,&thar I am drawn 

a ſtep nigher this day to thy felf, by the 
Blood of Chrift.Lord, pardonthe want of 
a reverent frame of ſpirit,6: the unworthy 
obtruſion into thy preſence at this time, 

and look upon my unworthinefs, 1n the 
worthineſs of Chriſt ; my imperfection, 
in his perfection ; my ſinfulneſs in his righ- 
teouſneſs ; and my weaknefs in his 


ſtrength; that I may appear righteous in 


thy ſight, in his righteouſneſs ; and that 
for his own ſake, Amen. 
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A Prayer for the Sabbath-day Evening? 


q Racious God, notwithſtanding the 
much imperfection my Soul has 
ben clogged with rhis day, thou haſt gi- 
ven me cauſe this day to ſay from a 
- grounded experience, thatitis not in vain 
to draw mgh unto thee. Lord, I hear- 
rily thank thee for the refreſhing ſmiles of 
thy countenance, this day in thy Ordi- 
nances, O how good is it todraw nigh. 
to God in his own way. Blefled be thy 
Name, holv God , That zever ſaidſf to 
the Secd of Facob , ſeek ye my fare in vain. 
Lord, thou haſt been ſogood in commu- 
nicating thy ſelf unto me, by thy Word 
and Spirit, that I may fav "(with thy Ser- 
vant David) What fhall I render anto the 
Lord for all his Mergies? Lord, it is mat- 
ter of wonder and admiration to me, that 
thou ſhovideit deal ſo with me;ſeeing thou 
haf been provoked by my coldneſs and 
_ cdeacneſs in ſuch a manner, dc beſeech thee, 
O Lord, paſs by allmy miſcarriages, that 
I have been guilty of chis day, let not 
them be a prevention of a future ſupply 
of my wants and neceſſities ; Nay , let 
bot them be the'cauſe of thy withdraw- 
ng thy {elf in future attendances on thee, 
nor 


nor the cauſe of removing thy Ordinan- 
ces, thy Goſpel, thy fairhful Miniſters and 
Meſſengers. O Lord, thou haſt declared 
thy ſelf a God of mercy, and indeed, I 
may;,as ict were, ſetro my Seal, ſeeing my - 
provocations have been ſo many and 1ſo 
great. Lord, thou haſt not dealt afcer 
the manner of men with me. Let thy 
manifold Mercies be an engagement to 
ftir me upto a more watchful frame of 
ſpirit, that by my negligence I incur nor 
thy diſpleaſure. Lord, pardon fins paſt, 
and humble me for fins preſent, and keep _ 
me from fins :ocome, that thereby I may 
be rendred meet for every good wo:d and 
work. Accept my willing:eſs, and over- 
look my weakneſs in thy oily Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whom thouart we'l pleaſed. In 
whoſe Name I thank thee forall my en- 
Joyments,and through whoſe Blood, I des 
fire to receive all my Mercies, and for 
whom 1 deſire to bleis thee:To him, and 
thee, the onely wiſe God, be praiſe for 
Ever, Anzen. 


A Prayer for M. 1nday Morning. 


Leſſed God , all thy dealings with 
ce Sons of men, atteſt thy liberali- 
E 23 "i 
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'y and bounty, thou reneweſt thy mer- 
les every mornirg. Lord, renew my 
1eart, that I may be capacitared to ſerve 
:hee, and to ſing new Songs of praiſes 
-0 thee every morning. Bleſſed God, 
rhank thee that thou haſt made my. life 
2recious in thy ſight ; that thou haſt 
<hained up Satan, that roari ng Lyon that 
goes about night and dav,ſeeking whom 
te may devour ; that would have devou- 
red me Soul and Body, unleſs prevented 
by thy power and goodneſs. O help me, 
ſo long as I have a being, to-praiſe thee. 
Lord, how mighteſt thou have made my 
ped my grave, my ſleep my death, and 
h2vecut me off from the Land of the li- 
ving; yet thou haſt been pleaſed to pre- 
ſerve me, and keep me from the rage of 
cruel Enemies both ſpiritual and corpo- 
ral. Seeing, Lord, thou haſt dealt thus 
with me, ler this day be of great uſe to 
ro me, that ] may learn ſome things in 1t, 
that may be of fpecial- ufe for my Souls 
advantage, and that ſeeing all time was 
given for the Service of God,that I may in 
my employment”, meditate either on the 
word that I have heard thy day paſt, or 
thy works, in which are many wonderful 
' 6 mY ſerious things to be ſeen,wor:hy ta- 
king notice of, and contemplating _ 


Help 


"for Monduy Evening, 5; 


Help me ſo to begin the week, as that I 
. may ingage thee to proſper all my un* 


_ dertakings in the remaining part of it; un- 


dertaking nothing but what may be plea - 
ſingto thy ſelf, and conſonant to-thy Will 
and Word.Let my labours be ſweetned by 
thy bleſſing , and ſupport me under all. 
Help me tobe uſeful in the place and fta- 
tion where thou haſt ſet me, that I may 
not be branded with the name of a cum- 
ber- ground. | All this, and what thou the 
only wiſe God,knoweſt neceſſary for me, 
I humbly beg for Jeſus Chriſt s ſake, A- 


mens 


: 
: "4 


A Prayer for Monday Evening. 


Racious Lord, I humbly thank thee, 

that thou haſt been pleaſed this day 

to preſerve me, and to ſupport me un- 
der all my-undertakings and conce. ns, and 
that thou haſt given me healch and 
ſtrength, and liberty, and liſe, all which 
are in thy hand, and at thy diſpoſal. 
Lord let the conſideration of theſe things 
ioſtigate my dull heart to praiſe thee: O 
Lord, inall thy dealings with the Sons. 
of Men there is matter both of prayſes 
and rejoycing. Lord, thou never dea'-” 
E 3 Eit 


eſt, with thy People but in a way of love; 
not in a way of Judgment, bur Mercy. 
If thou ſhouldeſt have marked ftriftly 
what I have done amiſs, I have done 
more ami!s, and againſt thee, than ever [ 
can,or have done, for thee in the courſe 
of my whole life, I beſeech thee , O 
Lord , paſs by all my offences, and ler 
them all be waſhed away in the Blood of 
that immaculate Lamb Chriſt Jeſus. 

O Lord, Ibleſs thee for thy watchful 
Eye of Providence ; how much of thy 
goodneſs has been manifeſted this day to 
me-ward.. In the M-rning thou affordeſt 
Mercies, and in the Evening thou with- 
hold-ſt not thy hand. O ler Mornirg and 
Evening Mercies be of uſe to bring my 
Soul in.o a nearer” communion with thy 
ſclf. Lerall the bedewings of both right 
hand and lefr hand Mercies , the bleſ- 
ſing of the upper and neather 'Springs of 
ſpiritual Mercies and temporal Mercies, 
be continued and ſanctified ro me, thar I 
may bring forth fruit anſwerable to the 
pains, God the great Husbandman, has 
rabken with me, and coſt he has laid our 
upon me ; Lord, that I may not be as a 
fruitleſs Vine, that bears eicher no grapes, 
or elſe wilde grapes; bur O that I may 
_—_ forth grapes in cluſters; fruit,much 
fruit, 
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fruit, and good fruit. Lord, now wilc 
chou be pleaſed to paſs by the negligence 
of this day, andler my defects be made 
up in him that 1s fulneſs itſelf, Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and as lam about ro betake me ' 
to my repoſe, Lord, let me acquieſce in, 
thee ; and grant that lying down | may 
fantifie thee in my heart, and lying down 
in peace, and riſing again, I may know, 
and ſay the Lord ſuſtains me ; and that 
for Chriſt Jeſus ſake, Amen. 


A Prayer for Turſday Morning. 


(; Recious Lord God, who filleſt Hea- 
ven and Earth wich thy ” ak 


fearful 1n Praiſes, ding wonders. - Te” 
' & the Fig; G "Ut 


dey unto day ſheweth el & 
night unto night utterethikig lee! hab” 
thy Name may be exalted _ all the 
gods. O Lord, let thy wiſdom- be mar. 1- 
feſted in and upon me, and ler apdwgr 
ful operation of thy Spgirir be maniRERE 
in the renewing of my heart, and inotti- 


E 4 tying; 


56 A Prayer for 


' fying the corruptions of the Old Man ; 
tharmy will may be changed, -and that 
the ſpirit of the Prince of the Power of 
'the Air that worketh in the children of 
diſobedience , may be diſpoſſeſſed. Ex- 
tinguiſh all the revivings. of moriified 
fuſts. O Lord, thou knoweſt that this 
work is a very hard work, ſuch a. work 
as none can do but thy ſelf ; therefore 
_ grant thy afſiſtance. And, as thou art 
pleaſed te renew my ſtrength night by. 
night, by moderate fileep and reſt, Lord, 
renew. my ſpiritual ſtrength, " that] may 
be more than a Conqueror over all my 
carnal corruptions, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
O Lord, wilt thou pardon all my vain 
thoughts this right paſt, whatſoever has 
been *iſconſonant to the Will and Word 
of thy Sacned M 1cſty. O Lord , theſe 
things thou knoweſt ariſe from the Prin- 
ciples of a corrupt nature; mortifie them, 
I pray thee, for me, ſteing the work of 
the new Creation 1s by, and of,thy ſelf, 
the heart-work is to bedone by a more 
potent hand than man's. SubJue my cor- 
ruptions, renew my will, ſtrengthen my 
judgment, illuminate my underſtanding, 
and capacitare me for every good word 
and work, Thou Lord , haſt preſer- 
yed me -this night valt , preterve me 
| this 1 
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this day, and undertake for me, and let 
all my undertakings be bleſſed by thee, in 


and through thy Son Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 


——— 


PE 
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A Prayer for Tueſday Evening. 


| eas wiſe God, thou haſt manifeſt- 
ed abundantly thy loving kindneſs un-. 
to me, though I ſinful duſt and affies + 
have provoked thee by my many miſcar- 
riages, not only this day, but every day. 
Lord , I bl:ſs thee for thy Providential 
care over me this day, and for that abili- 
ty under all my Undertakings, by which 
thou haſt ſuſtain'd me, and kept me by 
thy free Grace and Mercy ; not rhat there 
was any thing in me that might move 
thee ſo todo. Lord, let all theſe Mer- 
cies be ſo remembred' by me, as that they 
may be a means to ſtir meup to a more 
active and lively frame of Spirit, to a& 
more in thoſe things that may conduce to. 
thy Honour. O Lord, | have lived, bur 
not tothy ſelf; O pardon all my unpro- 
firableneſs, my barrenneſs, and leanneſs ; 
ler the. bedewings of thy Spirit ſo water 
my parched Soul, tharI may He more fcr- 
tile under the ſame. I confeſs, I have 
been a very .-Iruant in Chriſt's School. ver 
; Lord, - 


Lord, thou haſt nor dealt with me ac- 
cording to my failings , bur according 
to the riches of thy free ſtreams of 
Grace and Love? Olet nor my fins ſtop 
that Fountain ruaning towards me : buc 
let the Fountain that 1s ſet open for 
fin and uncleanneſs , waſh my fins all a-_ 
way: O Lord, let me be waſhed white 
in the Blood of the Lamb ; and ler the 
ſcarlet & crimſon ſtains thar fin has made 
in my poor Soul , be waſhed out. Let not 
my unwurthineſs this day , prevent my 
night Mereies ; let not thy Providential 
care deſiit to me-ward ; but rather for- 
give my fins and offences, andlet my mi- 
ſerable failings move thee to pity me : O 
do it for thy Names ſake. Thou, Lord, 
haſt ſaid, thou wilt blot our the fins of 
thy people for thy Names ſake ; Oac- 
compl:ſh this rich Promiſe to me-ward, 
that I being ſenſible of thy great forgive- 
neſs, I may be greatly moved to love 
thee. Tis ſaid, ſary loved much , be- 
cauſe ſhe had been forgiven much. Lord, 
let my raſt be ſweet unto me; that being 
refreſhed thereby, I may the next Morn- 
1ng be cauſed to rejoyce in thee , and 
praiſe thy Name, Let this nights reſt put 
me ia mad to ſeek Chriſt, that I may have 
cyerlaiting reſt through: him, All "m— 


C - 


by » _—_— - 
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I eg for his ſake alone, the purchaſer and 
procurer of ali my enjoymenr; for whom 
I bleſs thee, and ro whom with thy Holy 
Sclf and bleſſed Spirit,be praiſes for ever- . 


" More. Amen. 


A Prayer for Wedneſday Aoruing. 
Holy God, grant me a pardon of all 

my fins, and in particular the ſinsof 
this night paſt ; all my vain thoughts and 
cogitations. Lord, Icannort expreſs them 
unto thee in particular, ver thou know- 
eſt them ail : I pray thee, Lord, blot them 
our of the Book of thy remembrance , 
caſt them behind thy back, ler them never 
be ſeen any more, either 1n rt 1s life, or 
in the world to come, to my condemna=- 
tion. Lord, as thou art pleaſed every 
Mornirg to renew thy Merciecs to me, re- 
new my heart within me, that I may be 
occaſioned to renew my thankfuineſs to 
thy ſelf, for thy bounty and benipnity to 
me : ter the improvement of left-hand 
Mercies engage thee to a further ſiy ply 
of right-hand Mercies ; the improvement 
of temporal Mercies engage thee to a fur- 
ther fupply of ſpiritual Mercies; and ler 
both be ſo improved by me, that thou 


mayeit have the Glory , and1lmay have 
COIN=- 
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comfort in and through thy dear Son Te- 
ſus Chriit. Help me this day in all my 
tranſactions to remember thee, and thar 
Imay fer the Lord always before mine 
eyes; that I may thereby reſiſt every 
temptation, as thy Servants, Feb, foſeph, 
and David did, Let the ſoundneſs of my 
ſtate be demonſtrated by the regularity 
of my courſe. Regulate and rectifie what 
thou ſeeſt irregular. in my life, that all 


my deſigns and purpoſes may be for thy. 


Honour : let Piery be my delight ; ler ſin 
be the object of my hatred ; accept what 
1s good in me. Be my counſel in my en- 
terprizes and undertakings , and dire& 
my will, that1 may do nothing but what 
rends to thy Glory, for Chriſt's ſake. A- 


mcill, > 


em 


A Prayer for Wedneſday Evening. 


'@ Eternal God , who art glorious in 

Holineſs, fearful in thy Praiſes, do- 
ing Wonders. Blefſ=d by thy holy Name, 
theu giveſt poor Creatures, ſuch asI, oc- 
caſion to reJoyce in thee, and to ſeek un- 
to thee through tne mediation of thy 
_ dear and wel'-heloved Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
Lord, letall Mercies be of great uſe to 
me, 


me, for thedrawing out of my heart after 
thy ſelf. Pardon me,that I have been no 
more enamour'd with thy Son , that he 
has been no more amiable to my Soul, e- 
ven the fountain of ali my Mercies, the 
well-ſpring of all Goodneſs, the Author 
of all my Enjoyments, and- by whom all 
my ſins muſt be pardoned, if they be par- 
doned, O Lord, look upon his farisf..Cti- 
on and interceſſion for me : O diveli me 
of the rags of my fin, and inveſt me with 
the Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; let 
the ſtream of his precious Blood oblite- 
rate thoſe crimſon and ſcarlet ſtains that 
fin hath made in my poor Soul, O Lord, 
what time might I have redeem-d,wLerein 
I might have had more communion with 
thy ſelf, and thy Son Chriſt , and done 
more for thy Honour, if I had been wiſer, 
Lord, help me tis night to experience 
more of thy love ro my Soul, by coming 
1n Wich freſh ſupplies of Grace; re- 
ceived Grace is not ſufficient for me, my 


_ nature is very much declining, and there- 


fore grant me freſh ſtreams of Love and 
Grace, that thereby I may acquieſce m 
and upon thee, knowing thou art a God 
ſufficient for all theſe things I ſtand in need 
of. I bleſs thee for my preſervation and 


ſuſtentation, thou hait preſerved and fſii- 
ſtained 
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ſtained me with. O ſuſtain my Soul with 
freſh influences of 'thy Countenance, and 
as I am about to berake my ſelf ro my 
reſt draw thou the Curtain of thy Father- 
ly ProteQion about me. Help me ro ſan- 
Qifie thee in my heart, laying my head 
to my pillow. And that for Chriſt's ſake, 
Lmen. 


—— 


A Prayer for Thurſday Morning. 


MC Holy God, before whoſe pre- 
| ſence the Angels themſelves, who 
are ſuch ſpotleſs Creatures, vail their fa- 
ces, even them thou chargeft with folly ; 
and if them , what mayeſt thou charge 
ſuch a ſinful wretchasI with. Nay, Lord, 
the beſt of my aRions they are full of im- 
purity. - Help me, Lord; to lay my face 
1 the duft, and to confeſs my unclean- 
neſs, one of an uncircumciſed Heart and 
Ears, that fince I could do any thing, 
could fin ; and ſince | coi:ld fin, I could 
almoſt do nothing bur fin.O Lord, pardon 
me,for the greatneſs of my ſins is intollera- 
ble, they are more than I am ahle to 
bear. Help me rolav them on him who 
238 mighty :'oſave. Nofin, O Lord, is ſo 
great, but thy Mercy is greater, No fin 
/ 15 
< 


whe +0 
2 In 


Thurſday Morning. 63 
js too great for thee topardon, Pardon 


fins of  omifſion and commiſſion, - atual 
and original, doall awayin the Elood of 


'Chriſt. O Lord, ler not the ſinning away 
ofreceived Mercies, prevent future Mer- 


cies. Pardon my vain and finful thoughts 
this night, or whatſoevef thou haſt ſeen 
amiſs in me, and accept my requeſts, O 
Lord, asa Sacrifice in Jeſus Chriſt ; re+ 
new that league my very Dreams have 
broke ; and accept my thankfulneſs for 
thy protreRing Providence;thou mighteft 
have made my bed my grave, my flee 
my death, and cut me off from the land 
of the living ; but bleſſ-d be thy Name, 
thou haſt yer made me praiſe thee in the. 
land of the living, praiſes to thy holy 
Name : Let the Mercies of thisnight ſtir 
me to an holy and cloſe walking with 
thee all this day: ler me be actuated 
by thy Spirit, they being only in a right 
frame, to whom thy Sprit is leader and 
guider. Bleſs my undertakings, and let 
them be for thy Glory, through thy Son 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, Je- 
ſus Chriſt che Righteous; to him, and 
to thy ſelf, for him be praiſes. Amen. 


A Prayer for 
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A4oft Holy Lord, and in thy Son our 

moſt merciful Father, ſpeak to my 
Soul, that-I may hear and live ; ; that I, 
though but a wilde Olive-branch, may be 
grafted into the true Vine: let me no lon- 
ger be a ſtranger to the Covenant of 
Grace. © Lord, I have been very fin- 
ful and rebellious againſt thy ſelf, in all 
my deportment;l have mznvy times ſinned 
againit my own knowledge, I have ſin- 
ned againſt light, and againſt love. Par- 
don all my miſcarriages , not only this . 
day, butall my davs, O do all away in 
the Llood of Jeſus Chriſt, and let me ap- 
pear in my Elder Brother's Garments 
inveſt me with his Righreouſneſs, but firſt 
ofall diveſt me of my own : let thy Grace 
increaſe m me, bur ler fin decreaſe ; let 
me grow 1n Grace as] grow 1n years, and 
that no day may paſs over my head, 
wherein Il have not learned ſomething thar 
tends tomy Souls health, Help me every 
day ro learn ſomething that may tend 
to the mortifying of ſome luſt, for my 
eſtabliſhment in the truth, and for the dt - 
rection of my feetin the paths everlaſting. 


| Pardon me that I haye done no more for 
thee 
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thee this day, that I have redeemed no 
more time. 'O Lord, I might have re- 
deemed more time if I had been wiſe , 
wherein I might have had more Com- 
munion with thy ſelf; and might have 
engaged thee more to have bleſſed me in 
all my Enterprizes.Lord help me to redeem 
time, becauſe the days are evil, Ithank 
thee for thy care and preſerving provi- 
dence this day. As touching thc things 
that have been done amiſs in any way 
or manner this day by me, let them not 
| prevent night mercies: O deal in Mercy 
and nor in Judgement, with me; letthy 
_ love conceal all my offences. As touch- 
ing this night, Ler my reſt in it be 
ſweet unto me. Let every night be as 
it were a memento of the filent night in 
the Grave , a remembrance of death , 
to: put me in mind of my later end : 
Make my reſt ſweet unto me, that be- 
mg refreſhed with moderate reſt, I may 
the next morning bleſs thy name, and 


bd / be ingaged ro a mongſſively activity for 


God ' the next day, 


nd that for Chriſts 
ſake. Amen, | 
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A Prayer for Fryaay Morning. 


(JEorious Lord , 'tis thy great conde- 

ſcenſion , that thoudoft after ſuch a 
manner afford the priviledge of the means 
of Grace unto me; and that thou doeſt 
give me freſh occaſions every morning 
to praiſe thee, and to pray unto thee 
to thank thee for Mercies received, and 
to beg further ſupplies. of future Mercies. 
O Lord, [et not my unthankfulneſs pre- 
vent what further blefiings thou mayeſt 
deſign for me. O I have been very un- 
grateful, unthankful, and unkind, in 
thar 1 have expreſſed my chankfulneſs 
no more, by an holy, humble, and a 
regular walking before thee. Pardon that 
black fin of ingratitude, of which Ihave 
been roo too much guilty , by walk- 
ing contrary to thy Preſcriptions , and 
contrary to/ the Canons and Coaftitu- 


tions of Heaven, Pardon that I have- 


' done fo lictte FF God , that I have 

foved fo little, whereas God has loved 
me fo much ; evidenced by his gracious 
dealings to me-wards. O help meto be- 
lieve, and that ſtrongly ; hope for Hea- 
ven more confidently , and love thee 
more fervently ; and bear the Croſs more 
patiently 
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patiently arid ſubmiſſivelyz that thereby 
1 might ſteer my courſe more evenly to 
the New Feruſalem. Lord thou haft been 
very kind unto: me , thouhaſtdealt with 
me in love this night., in my. preſerva- 
tion and proteQion- in Soul and Body; 
from Spiritual and Corporal Enemies ; 
thou haſt guarded me by thy ſpecial Pro- 
vidence. Accept of my thankfulneſs, 
and grant that my humility and thank- 
fulneſs, may ingage thee ta extend more 
of thy benignity, proſperity, and ability, 
in the affairs of this life, SanCtifie my 
heart, thar this day I may act for God, 
' as in the preſence of God. Direct me 


in the courſes , not only,of this day, but . 


all my days; thar all may be to thy 
Glory3 and the comfort of 'my- Soul, 
through Chriſt. Amen. 


A Prayer for Fryday Evening, 


Lefſed God, itis the great comfort of 

chy People, that at any-time thouarc 
pleaſed in ſuch a condeſcending manner,to 
$ ler them ſpread their caſes before thee. O 
3 Lord, ſure lam, Thou never ſaidſt ro the 
4 Seed of Zacob, ſeth ye my face ih vain; for 
fo thy word'manifeſts unto uss Whereas, 
| a _ = 
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Lord,l,duft and clay;have rebelled againſt .! 
thee from time to time,yet thou art plea-. | 
ſed to admit me to come into thy pre- 
ſence, and to teltwhat my wants are; and 
bleſſed be thy Name , thou haſt granted 
a ſupply , and haſt encouraged me to 
come again, and haſt not dealt with me 
after the manner of men ; but haſt been 
pleaſed rany times to grant me the ſame 
Mercies that Iformerly abuſed. How 
many days havel ſpent vainly, and yet 
thou haſt given me the enjoyment of 
more, Ipray thee, paſs by my many miſ- 
carriages in this very days courſe, O how 
_Iictle have ll done for thee ? how little ho- 
nour havel brought to thy Name ? How 
ſelfiſh have I been ? How unmindful of 
. Godhave I been ? How little havel done 
in order tothe making of my Calling and 
Eleftion ſure ? Lord, how ſhall Ieſcapein 
the neglefting ſo many precious oppor- 
runitics. Inſtead of doing thy will, l have 
followed the dictates of mine own carnal 
heart and corruption. Inſtead of doing 
thy will, I have done mine own. Pardon 
what is amiſs this day ; and ſanGifie this 
nights Mercy unto- me. Let thy good 
Angels keep me , let thy Spirit preſerve 
me, fet my ver ughts* be towards 
thee ; keep me from vanity, from ſin thar 
= WI foul . 
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foul deſtruftive enemy ; and keep me from 
the Paw of that roaring Lyon, Let me 
acquieſce and reſt in thee, through thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt: Amen. 


—_—_—_—_ 


A Prayer for Saturday Morning. 


], ord God, Merciful and Gracious , 
and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth ; 
thou haſt been pleaſed to preſerve me 
with thy ſpecial Providence from time 
to time, from day to day , and night 
to night : and to keep me under, and 
in, all ſtraits , in and amidſt the viciſſi- 
tudes of this World of Incumbrances. O 
thou haſt dealt bountifully with me. 
Grant that I may not be: barren under 
all, that thy Providences may not be 
filent ro me. Thou haft ſaid, Day unto 
Day uttereth Wiſdom , and Night unto< 
Night ſheweth Knowledge. Oteach me 
_ by all. Ler every Mornings Mercy, and 
every Evenings Mercy , and every Days 
Mercy, be of much uſe unto me ;-. yea 
let all Seaſons be advantagious ro me. 
Let time be improved by me for God, 
for ' which end all Time was given to 
Man. Lord dire@ me in all my Aﬀairs - 
this day, counſel me in all my Concerns, 
E 1 proſper 


7O 


proſper 'me inall my Deſigns; ſtrengthen 
me in all my undertakings: and grant that 
as thou reneweſt my ſtrength, by reſt and 
ſleep, thou alſo may'ſt renew. me in the 


ſpirit of my mind : let not my heart be 


ſer upon the world, as to draw my affe- 
ctions from thee; norlet the cares of the 
world prevent me in the care for my 
Soul. Mortife all my corruptions in me, 
for me ; rectihe my Judgment ; mortifie 
my Will, change my- Nature, illuminate 
my Underftanding, and transform me to 
the Image of God. Grant theſe, and what 


. thou inthy wiſdom know!'ſt neceflary for 


me, through Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 


——__ 
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A Prayer for Saturday Evening. 


H®ly Lord; what great cauſe havel to 

bleſs theeg that thou haſt pleaſed to 
preſerve me alÞ this week, and keep me 
in the midſt of all the viciſſitudes of this 


- fickle and unconſtant world ; and admit- 


reſt me yet again to come before thee by 
way of duty. Grant that I may not look 
upon it as a Duty only, but as a Priviledg, 


and that a great. one, a Priviledge that ma- 


ny enjoy not. Ard whatam Imore than 
they ? I have been guilty of ſins both for 
; —. quantity 
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quantity and ; 4 it may be, that they 
were never guilty of : Opardon me,that [ 
can be no more thankful for , nor profita- 
ble in the enjayment of the ſame, Work 
in me, Lord, a more active frame of ſpi= 
rit, thatI may bring more honour to thy 
Name -: let the fruits of Grace, ſpring 
more apparently in my life. Let thy Word 
teach me , thy Spirit guide and ſandi- 
fie me, thy Son redeem me, thy Power pre- 
ſerve me, and thy Providence ſuſtain me : 
Yea, ler. all work together for the beit 
for me. Pardon the fins of this week paſt, 
and grant that they may not interrupt the 
benefir of thy day. to come , if ic ſhall 
pleaſe thee to bring me to the opportu- 
nity of it. Qualifie me and prepare me 
for ſuch a work as thy Sabbath expects 
from me, according to the preparation of 
thy Sanctuary ; and being prepared I may 
meet with thy Self: let thy Word be ſiweert 
to my Soul, let it deſcend as rain upon 
the new-mown Graſs ; let it water my dry 
and parched Soul; and let the influences 
of thy Spirit accompany it , that it may 
be effeftual to the ſaving of my Soul .Par-. 
don the ſins of this day, of this preſent du- 
ty, andall my life, and accept my im- 
perfe@ion in the perfection of Chriſt. 4- 


men. 
F 4 Of 


Of the SABBATH., | 


——__—— _— wt. 


Hat the Sabbath is ? and 
how many-fold it u ? 
2. Of what aſe it is to u6 
Chriſtians ?- 
3- Why it was appointed ? 
4. What are the xporks to be done, or omit- 


T, 


 ged? | 


x. As to the firſt, What the Sabbath is ? 


The Sabbath amongſt the Hebrews is 
called Schabbar, Schebber, or Schabbatbon, 
that is, a Ceffation , vacation 'from la- 
bour, or reſt. Moreover, it is called a 
Day,by God devoted for his Worſhip, and 
that for four Reaſons : 1. Becauſe God on 
that day reſted from his work of Creation, 
although not from his Work of Providence. 
2. Becauſe that the Sabbath 1s the Image 
or Repreſentative of that ſpiritual and fu- 
rure Reſt from fin. 3. Becauſe on this 
day we ought to reſt from our Occono- 
micks, from our Houſhold Aﬀairs, that 
God might imploy us in his Work, 4. Be- 
| _ _caufe 


{ 
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cauſe that our Servants , and labouring 
'Beaſts might reſt on that Day. 


2. Duplex enim cft Sabbathum, the Sab- 


bath is two-fold : x. Moral and. Internal, 
'or 2. Ceremonial, or External. Firſt Mo- 
ral and Internal, or Spiritual, and that is 
the deſire of the knowledge of God and 
his Works, to the end that we may avoid: 
fin, and ſerve God both in word and 
deed. In a word, Irt is an abſtaining from 
fin, andexerciſing the Works of God, and 
worſhipping him, ſas. 66. 23. 

Secondly Ceremonial , or External, and 
thar is an appainred, and ſer time ; ſepa- 
rate in the Church, for the miniſtration of 
the Sacraments, and diſpenſing the Word, 
and other things appointed of God him- 
ſelf; and this is either Medzately or [m- 


mediately from God himſelf,appointed and 


laid down to the Church in the Old Tefta- 
ment; which alſo is divers. 

I. 'A Sabbath of days, which is every 
Seventh day of the Week, peculiarly fo 


_ called, becauſe of God's reſting from his 


Creation work, and for his people toreſt 
on. Thence by the Hebrews by a Synec- 
doche, the whole week was called Sab- 
herkens, or Sabbatha, &c. 
2, A Sabbathof Months, Neomenie(vi2.) 
vie ulwin, nova Luna, the1 rune of the New * 
Moon, 3}. A 
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3. A Sabbath of Years ( viz.) every 
Seventh year, if which the Jewiſh peo- 
ple were not to fow their ground , Lev. 
2. 3, 4,26, 35- Lev. 25.8. | 

2. More Medzate, or external , which 
God appointed by his Church in the New 
Teftamear, which is the firſt day of the 
'week, namely, the Lords Day ; which 
was obſerved by the Chriſtian Church. 
from the time of the Apoſtles, inſtead of 
the ſeventh day, and that in reſpe&t of 
the Reſurreftion of Chriſt: 

2.. As to the ſecond ( viz.) of what uſe 
ths Sabbath i to Chriftians ? 

The Sabbath from the beginning was 
appointed by God, to the end that Man 
by God's Example, mightreſt from all his 
Works, eſpecially from fin; and afterward 
was renewed in the Mofaical Law, to the 
end God might ſhew, that yet he would 
honour the Sabbath more, in ſanQifying 
it to his Church ; namely, that he would 
forgive their fins, and receire them into 
his favour, by theMciſiah promiſed to their 
Fathers, and that to be exhibired or held 
forth in his time ; and this may ſerve fora 
Reaſon, why the Ceremonial Sabbath 


- (viz. the Seventh day is aboliſhed ; where- 


in is repreſented the bounty of the Meſ- | 
fiah, and alſo puts us in mind of his Offi- 
: CES 
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tes; upon which acccount all thereſt of 
the Sacraments, Sacrifices, and Ceremo- 
nies inſtituted before and after the Law, 
were aboliſhed by the coming of Chriſt z 
notwithſtanding this Sabbath's abrogation 
in the New Teftament,yet the Moral Sab- 
bath is permanent, and 18 of great uſe ta 
us ; namely, that we might have a cer- 
rain time appointed for the work and ſer- 
vice of God: it being no leſs neceſlary 
that a certain day be inſtituted now , in 
the Chriſtian, as well as formerly in the 
Jewiſh Church, for the diſpenſing of the. 
Word, and adminiftring,publickly,the Sa- 
craments of God. | 
Moreover, we are not limited to any 
day of the week ftritly,as ſome will bave 
it, as the third, fourth, or fifth, or any 
other ; and therefore the Apoſtolical 
Church being free by the gift of, or if you 
will, by that liberty freely beſtowed by 
Chriſt, for diſtinction ſake, to wit, between 
them and the Jewiſh Synagogue, they uſed 
the Firſt day for the Seventh ; for this 
probable Reaſan, thar on that day of 
Chriſt's Reſurreftion , our ſpiritual and 
internal Sabbath was begun in. us. Ila a 
word, we are bound to a Ceremonial 
Sabbath, in genere , ſed von in ſpecie ; that, 
is, that we ought to haye a day __- 
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che Church may be taught, and the Sacra- 
ments adminiſtred, yet limited to no cer- 
tain day. 

Obj.x. The Decalogwe is a perpetual Law 
(may ſome ſay) The Command concerning 
the Sabbath xs of the Decalogue, therefore the 
Law us perpetmal. 

Re. True. The Decalogue is perpe- 
tual asit is Moral, but the Appendicesor 
Determinations of Moral Commands, in 
reſpe& of ſignification, were only to be 
kepr till the coming of Chriſt. 

Obj. 2. The Pre::pts of the Decalogue 
belong toall: This ts a Precept of the Deca- ' 


logse , therefore this belongs to all. 


Refp. Granted, as touching its Mora- 


\ lity; buriris alſo Ceremonial in part,and 


ſoitdoth not belong to us niff quo ad ge- 
n#«.. The Reaſons are evident. x. Sr. Pawl 
faith, Col. 2. 16. Let none judge you in meat 
or in drink, or in reSpe& of an holy day, or 
of the New Afovn, or of the Sabhath. 2. The 
Apoſtles themſelves changed the Seventh- 
days Sibbath. 3. From the end of the 
Law, it was a Type of things to be fulfil- 
led by Chriſt ( to wit) of Sanctification, 
&c. the Type muſe needs be abrogated, 
the thing typified being produced. 
Obj. 3. The Lord ſaith of the Sab- 


| bath, That it is 4 ſignfor ever between huns 


and 
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and the children of Iſrael. Therefore the 
Sabbath i not to be aboliſhed. | 

Refp. The Ceremonial Sabbath 1s per- 
petual, until Chrift, whichis the end of Ce- 
remonies. 2. The Sabbath is eternal qzo 
ad rem (ignificatam, which is .a cefſation 
from ſin, and reſt in God ; and fo of all 
other Types in the Old Teſtament; yea,the 
Kingdom of David, which was deſtroyed 
at the coming of the Meſſiah. | 

Ob). 4. The Laws given before Moſes's 
time, were immutable: The Seventh- days Sab- 
bath was inſtituted before Moſes's : There- 


fore the Sevenths-days Sabbath is immuta- 


ble,previded that we aſſent that Moſes's Laws 
were mutable, 

Res, 'Tis only true in the Moral Law ; 
'ris denied in the Ceremonial. Theſe T 
before Moſes ſhewing the bounty of the 
Meſſiah, were aboliſhrt at his comming ;z as . 
Circumciſion given to Abraham. In like 
manner, the Sacrifices ceicher commanded 
to our firſt Parents, or praQiſed by them. 

ObjcR. 5. The Laws given'by God before 
the Fall, were not Fs 6 of the Bounties of 
Chriſt , all grant ; the promiſe of the Me(- 


ſhah being not as then given : although the 
condition of the whole humane race was 
one. and the ſame. The Sevemth days Sab- 
bath was inſtituted b:fore the Fall of Man- 
| kind : 


: 
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_ therefore 'iﬆt is univerſal and pere 


Reſp. Per diſt »nitionems materiis, 'which 
is cruc concerning the Moral Law ; whoſe 
natural knowledge was imprinted in the 
mind of man in the Creation ; but not 
conceraing the Seventh day Sabbaths Ce- 
remony ; which after the fall , in the Mo- 
ſaical Law, is made a type of the benefits 
of the Meſſiah. And beſides all this, o- 
ther Ceremonies, whether inſtituted be- 
fore or after , by the Meſſias were made 
obnottious to change ; for God will not 
Jet them remain ugder the ſhaddows, the 
things themſelves being exhibited. 

3. What are the cauſes of the inſtitution 
of the Sabbath ? 

x. For the Publick Worſhip of God in 
his Church. 

2: For the preſervation of the Eccleſi- 
aftical Miniſtry , which teacheth what we 
are to believe, conceraing God, and what 


- duty Godrequires of us. 


3- Thacthe typein the Old, might de- 
note ,- or repreſent, the ſpiritual in the - 
New, Teſtament ; Exch. 20, I2, 

. That there might be an ordinary Ccx- 
erciſc of Prayer, of Confeſſion, and of 
6g ag toward God. 

- 5: By reaſon of the Seventh days cir- 
cumitance, 
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cumſtance, to wit, thatir mighr putus in 
mind both of: our great Creation and 


h Redemption Work. 

e 6. That on thar day the greateſt Works 
ce of Liberality and Benignicy might beex- 
© erciſed toward our Neighbour. E 

- 7. Becauſe of that Corporal Reſt of both 


* Man and Beaſt, of Bruits indeed, be- 
O cauſe of Man. 

- 8. That the Iſraelites might be known 
- by this mark from other Countries, 

- 4. What are the Works of the Sabbath, 
a command:d or forbidden ? Or how the Sab- 
c bath ts kept or violated? 


I; The Sabbath is ſandified , when 
y Works are done, and holily obſerved , 
which God has commanded. 
1 2. The Sabbarh is profanecd , when 


Works are either negle&ed or abuſed in 
- the uſe of them; or hindred by a profane 
: violence. 
t The Works whereby the Sabbath is ci- 
ther ſanRified or profaned, are theſe : 
- x. Firſt, Righnly ro inftrutt the Church: 
: * | concerning God ( viz. ) What he # , and, 
What his Will is ; (viz,) Whar' Dutics , el- 
- ther Negative or Afﬀficmative., he requires 
of man. 
On the contrary , 1. Negle& of Pub- 
lick or Private Inftruction z ſa, 56. 10. 
| 2. De- 


—_— 


2. Depravation , or Diminution of - the 
Dottrine that ought to be taught ; Ezck. 
34- 2. 2 Cor. 2. 17. 

3. Sccondly , Adminifiring the Sacra-. 
ments according to Divine Inſt1t#tion. Un-: 
tr which we ought to come , being law- 
fally called, by the Miniſters of the 
Church , as the Vice-gerents of God; 


. and thar eſpecially on the Lords Day. 


.On the contrary, Omitting, or neglect- 
ing inſtructing the Church, to uſe the Sa- 
craments , and an illegal Adminiſtration 
of the ſame; viz. By a detracting from,or 
adding ro, the Eſſentials of Worſhip, ap- 
pointed of God ; or any thing in them : 
cr excluding any that eught to come to 
receive, or pertake, or to encourage thoſe 
that oughtnot ; or not torteach the law- 
Ful uſe of them. ' 

3- Thirdly , Diligentl to learn the True 
Dofrine: Thatis to attend on ,, and hear, 
the Doctrine of God; 1 Tim. 4.16. and 


'daily ro meditate in the ſame, 


The Contrarics, I. Contempt or neglet# 
of the Doftrine , by exther being abſent at 
&Aﬀcmblics , or not regarding the Mini- 
fters, ornot meditating on, or inquiring 
into the Do&rine of Chriſt. 2, Neglet# 
of knowing the Dottrine , either by Mini- 
ftcrs or people, 3. Carwſuries, either by 

FE prying 
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prying into Gods ſecrets, or unneceſſary 
things, or novelties x, Luke 12 48. Prov. 
25.27. 1 Tim. 4.7. 2Tim. 4.3. Tit. 3,9. 


4. Fourthly, To aſe the Sacraments ac- 
cording to Divine inſtruition ; Acts 20. 7, 

Repugnants to this. x. The omiſſion or 
contempt of the Sacraments. 2. Profanati- 
on of the Savraments ; when they are either 
uſed not after the ſame way , or not by 
them whom God hath inſtituted, 3. £ 


[uperſtitions wſe of them, 


5. Fifthly . Invocation of God pablickly : 
Wherein we adjoyn confeiſion, or giving 
of thanks, and our deſires with the 
Church. 

Repugnants. 1. Negle# of Prayers of 
the Church. 2, Hypocriſie in Prayers of the 


 Charch;, without attention or affection. 


3. A recitation of Prayers that edifie 
not; I Cor. 14. I7. 


6. Sixthly , Charity and Boanty towards 
the Poor , that is giving Alms, or doing 
works of Mercy towards the Needy, with 
delight and fingleneſs of heart. : 

Repugnants. 1. Neglect or contempt 
of the Poor. 2. Oftentation and ſhew in 
giving z Which Chriſt condemns. 
| G 7. Seventhly, 
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7. Seventhly , Honour of the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Miniſtry , which comprehends, 
x. Reverence. 2. Love, 3. Obediencee. 
4 Gratitude. 5. ETv#tixer, or Equity 
- bearing with the infirmities of Mini- 

crs. 


— 


Family Pray 


For every. day 1n the 


A Prayor for the Sabbath. 


z moſt holy, great, and glorious God; 
thou that art-the reſt of thy poor 


. Creatures ; the Father of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt , whom thou haft inſtirured Lord 
of the Sabbath; in whoſe ſtrength we 
deftre to approach thy holy preſence ; 
this thy holy Sabbath-day , a day of thy 
own appointment, wherein thou wilt be 
found 1n an eſpecia! manner: and as it 
is to be a day of reſt for all fleſh ,' after 
thine own inſtitution , Lord help us not 
only to reſt from our ordinary Labours 
ard Imployments, but from any thing 
that may be diſconſonant to thy Will and 
Word ; not doing our own actions, nor *' 
ſpeaking our own words, nor. thinking 
our own thoughts; that thereby we (be- 
ing prepared according 20 the Frome 
| s & O 
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of thy SanQuary) may be in the Spirit 
On the Lords Day , to meet with thee, 
and by meeting with thee , we may her 
thee communicate ſome ſweet truth to us, 
whereby we may be drawn nigher to thy 
ſelf, by the blood of Chriſt. And ſeeing 
thou 'waſt pleaſed, Lord, to honour 
this day, by the Reſurrection of our 
blefſed Redeemer ; let us have more evi- 
dence from thy ſelf this day , that we are 
rifen with him , having conquered by him 
Death , Grave, Hell, and Sin. 

_. Olet us ſee him whom our ſins have 
pierced, that we by faith may mortifie 
that that crucified him , and let us have 
a glimpſe of our beloved in his glory ; 
and let us this day hearken to his voice, 
that we may know to love what he loves, 
and hate what he hates ; to be in love 
with fanRity and holineſs, and to beat 
enmity with every ſimilitude'of fin, which 
willhinder our ſervices, this day, 1n his 
name, to be as a ſweet ſmell in Gods 


Noſftrils. Help us to hold faſt our hope 


and confidence in God unto the end; and 
ler that confidence be a perfect afſurance 


that we have an intereſt in Jeſus, Let 


rhe word preached be mixed with faith, 


Ter it be quick and powerful, and piercing, 


that it may accompliſh that end for which 
| it 
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it was ſent. Let not Satan come and 
catch away the Seed ; bur O that irmay 
be as ſced ſown in good and honeſt 
hearts , bringing forth fruic with pati- 
ence , meet for repentance ; and ler it 
be for the weakning of fin , bur for the 
ſtrexgthening of faith and grace. Let 
thy Word be as Manna foy our poor 
Souls to feed upon, for the week tocome, 
that thereby we may grow up in grace as 
we grow in years. Let thy word be a 
ſurable word unto every one of our con- 
ditions; and come thou into our Souls 
withit, with the freeſt influence of thy 
Spirit, that we may of a truth meet with 
Gog , communicating of himſclf unto us, 
vy his Word and Spirit, 

And as the Soul is ſeparated from the 
Body by Death, fo let fin be ſeparated 
from our Souls by thy Word and Spirit. 
O let it be ſeparate from our Souls, or 


_ elſe it will ſeparate the Souls of us poor 


Creatures from God. Ler thy Miniſter, 
who is thy Meſſenger , be ſtrengthened , 
and touch his tongue with a coal from ' 
thine Altar, that he may preach expe- 
rimental truth, to the heartsof us poor 
Creatures, that defire to attend on thine 
Ordinances, O ler us taſte ahd ſee how 
gracious the Lord is; and let us have 
G 3 cauſe 
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cauſe to ſay wy / 8”; good to draw nigh id 
God in bis own Ordinances, on his own Day. 
And let this day of reſt be a certain pledge 
of an eternal reſt, purchaſed by our 


great high Prieft, who is preparing a. 
place for his ſele& ones : O that this 


thy day may be ſpent in rhe performances 
of holy duties, im praiſe and thankſgiv- 
ing, the work of thine appointment. 
Unyail ſome ſecret this day ; let us be 
drawn nigher every day unte thy ſelf. 
Let us be ſo enlightened , that fin may 
decay , and grace may be renewed 1n us. 
Let us come hungering and thurſting af- 
ter Spiritual Food, for our Souls ; ſo that 
in the ciofe of this day, we by a grounged 
experience may ſay , that God has ſaris- 
fied our hungring Souls, with refreſhing 
influences from Heaven , thorow the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt : in whoſe words we 
conclude our imperfet requeſts, as he 
him(clf has raughrtus ; ſaying , Our Fa- 
ther , GC. 


"> 


An Evening Prayer for the Sabbath. 


Moſt Holy, and ever Bleſſed Lord God, 
whotkleft Heaven and Earth with 


thy pr fill the Souls of thy poor 
empty 
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empty Creatures ; with the preſence of 
thy . Grace , and let thy good Spirit - 
bring to our remembrance. the truths 
that we by thy providence have heard 
this thy day, that we may lay it upin 
our hearts, and practice it in our lives; 
that we. may be of thoſe bleſſed ones, 
that hear thy word and keep it, and 
bring forth fruit in abundance ; and let 
it take root in our hearts downward , 
and bring forth fruit upward. Eſtabl.ſh 
our Souls in the practice of Holineſs, 
without which we can never come to 
ſee thy ſelf : and ler the power of fin 
be weakened, but let Grace be ftreng- 
thened every day. Pardon that unpre- 
paredneſs that we have intruded into . 
thy preſence with , and that irreverence 
whilit under thy Ordinances ; and that 
careleſneſs after, that we all have 
been guilty of. Pardon our forgetfulneſs, 
and pardon our imperfeRion , in the per- 
fection of Chriſt ; our weakneſs in the 
ſtrength of Chriſt ; that thereby we may 
find acceptance with thee , who art all 
fulneſs, and in whoſe hands 1s all per- 
fection. Fill our Souls with the fulneſs 
of God, and let the bedewings of thy 
Spirit and Word, caufe us to grow in 
our ſpiritual ſtature, Help us to prize 
| G 4 the 
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the priviledge of the Goſpel at an ineſti- 
mabie rate, and give us repentance from 
dead works , that we may be changed 
from darkneſs unto light, and from the 
powerof fin unto God. 

And help us to manifeſt in our lives 
and converſation what is the hope of our 
calling , that we may bein Heaven whilſt 
on Earch. Pardon the fins of our holy 


things, ſins of omiſſion and commiſſton ; 


ſins againſt thy Law, and fins againſt thy 
Goſpel. Give us Wiſdom to dire& and 
teach us, Rightequſneſs to eſtabliſh us z 
Redemprion ro deliver us from” the jaws 
of Sin and Hell, Strengthen our weak 
Faith, enlarge our ſhallow Capacities , 
quiet our diſturbed Conſciences , tread 
down Satan under our feet , and ſub- 
jugate our Necks under thy Yoak; and 
help us to refign our ſelves tothy Will, 
and fit us for Eternity at laſt, that after 
theſe Sabbaths be ended here, we may 
begin an everlaſting Sabbath with the 
God of Sabbaths, where we {hall admire 
thy ſelf in Chriſt; in whoſe Name we 
conclude our imperfect requeſts, in his 
own words, as he hath taught us ; ſaying, 
Oxr Father , &Cc. 
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A Prayer for Monday Mormmngy. 


Lefſed Lord, thou reneweſt thy mer- 
cies every Morning, it, is of thy 
mercy that one day more 1s added to 
us poar Creatures : Thou art he on whom 
depends our being , reſt, life , and all 
n; | thou has been pleaſed to cauſe us toac- 
hy | quieſce in, and under thy protection for 
ad | our refreſhment. O Lord preſerve us 
Ss; | this day under the ſhadow of thy wing , 
vs | and keep us in thy ways; and let thy 
ik | watchful providence be an inſtigationto 
an holy walking, and to. redeem rhe 
d | time, ſeeing the days are evil; and to 
» | live as ever before the Eye of thy All- 
d | ſeeing Providence, Keep us from ſin, 
! | and enable us ro: live with thankful 
r | hearts, bearing in mind the acts of thy 
y | Spirit, and the daily Mercies we enJoy ; 
e | helpus ro ſhew a thankfulneſs for Mer- 
e | cies received , and humility for and un- 
- 
5 
I 


der Aﬀflictions. Let the birterneſs of Sin, 
and the lovelineſs of Holineſs make deep 
impreſſion on the hearts of thy poor Crea- 
tures. Ler the great work of Salvation 
be much meditated upon , that that work 
daily may be propagated by us, with 
tear 
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fear and trembling. Let vnion and com- 
munion with Chnft be our great de- 


' © ſign. Let our Natures be changed. De- 


liver us from a dark underſtanding and 
hardneſs of heart, fiupid conſciences, to- 
gether with unmorrificd wills. Help us 
to be wiſe for the future, wherein we 
have done fooliſhly, and help us wifely 
roimprove our Talcnrs m every opportu- 
niry, Let thy mercics conſtrain us to 
love, fear, and obcy thee. Subdue us 
wholly to thy ſelf, tha our affeCtions 
may be clevated from rhe Earth, and 
tranſplanted into Heaven. Help us in 
every tranſaction in our lives, to confi- 
der that with thee ery action 1s poſed, 

and thoughts, words, and works re- 


viewed 2nd taken notice of © that 


the affairs of this day, and atl the week 
to/come, may be no obſtruction to the 
work of our immortal Souls. And grant 
that every day that pafles over our 
heads, we may be a ſtep nearer to thy ſelf. 
Preſerve usby thy Grace and Spirit ,, un- 
. im it ſhall be thy will to tranſlate us into 

that Glory, that is prepared for them 


. thar wair for the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amh. 


Monday Evening. 


A Prayer for Manday Evening. 


MPt! Holy, Eternal , and ever Bleſſed 
Lord God, in whom all our ſprings 
are ; It 1s zood. to draw nigh to thy ſelf : 
Thou that never ſlumbereſt nor ſleepeſt, 
ſuffer us not to ſleep theſleep of Death. 
The Day thou haſt appointed for Man ta 
Labour in, and the Night for Man to 
Reſt ; \into thy hands we commit our 
ſelves, and defire ro acquicſce in thee. 
Ler us be pur in mind of che everlaſting 
reſt, by every nights reſt we enjoy. 
Help us to make it our buſineſs to'do 
our great work we have to do, before 
the night of. Death and the Grave over- 
take us. O let not opportuniries' neg- 
lefted and miſpent, be bindrances of the 
preſent and future enjoyments and op- 
portuniries. Let not the abuſe of time 
extinguiſh , diminiſh , or ſhorten our 
time, Ler nor fin Prevent OUT IMETCIES z 
neither let the guilt of ſin , nor puniſh- 
ment for - the ſame, overtake us at the 
ſame time. Let nor the fins of rhe day 
paſt mercies, prevent us in night mercies, 
bur ler chem all be pardoned in the Blood 
of Jeſus. Preſerve us this night ; and ler 
| the 


92 A Prayer for 
the mercies of the night fit us for an 
humble walking with thee the day fol- 
lowing : that nights mercies and days mer- 
cies may be of ſuch uſe unto us, that 
we by both may be fitted for an enjoy- 
ment of thy ſelf, both here and hereaf- 
ter. Keep us: from the vayity of our 
minds. Keep us from all our Enemies, 
Spiritual and Corporal; ler the roaring 
Lion be chained up, that goes abour 
ſeeking whom he may devour, and let 
us acquieſce under the ſhadow of thy 
wings , that we may both he down and 
riſe again in peace; knowing the Lord 
ſuſtains ns, for the ſake of him thatpro- 
CUres us all our happineſs, our mercies, 
and bleflings. Amen. 


A Prayer for Tucſday Morning. 


Hoy God, it 1s not the leaſt of thy 
mercies, that thou commandeſt us to 
ſeekthee; ler us not think it a burden 
buta priviledge, that we are admited in 
way of duty to call on thee, not only 
ro beg mercics of thee , bur to give thee 
thanks for mercies received : We thank 
thee, that thou outof thy Benignity baft 
becn pleaſed to afford us thy E_ 
tia 
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- praiſe of our God, 


Tueſday Morning. 92 
rial proteCtion this night paſt , wherein 
we are brought to a farther experience 
of -thy love, Let every mercy be far- 
ther engagements to praiſe thee, Thou, 
our Lord , haſt,made us toſleep in ſafety, 
and haft made us to experience , that une 
teſs thou keep the City , the Watch-men 
watchin vain; and thar it is the bleſſing 
of thee our God, that has preſerved us 
this night paſt. O Lord, Ler us in all 
our undertakings this day, know, that 
it is not riſing up early, and ſitting up 
late, and eating the Bread of careful- 
neſs, that will do , only the Lord that 
blefſes what we undertake. O Lord, 
Act for us this day, and help us in all 
that we do, thatirt may be to thy praiſe. 
© that our hearts and lives might ſpeak 
forth thy praiſe, for the renovationof 
mercies every morning ; and that our 
eyes may be towards thy ſelf for all our 
ſtrength, in all our affairs this day ; that 
whatſoever we do, all may be to the 
Let our work pro- 
ſper in our hands, and let us find that 
God ads for us. Help us to obſerve all 
the paſſages of thy providences , that 
every day we may experience more of 
thy power, that thereby we may be 
drawn Out to fear thee , and fay, ſurely 

Ee the 
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the Lord is God; and that he has made 
us, ard rot we our ſelves; and that he 
makes all work rogether for the beſt, to 
them that love him. O bleſs us in the 
beginning, and in the cloſe of this day ; 
bleſs us in our goings out and comings 
in; bleſs us in our labours. Let our 
pains and diligence, put us in mind of 
Qur great work; our induſtry for ter- 
reſtrial put us in mind of celeftial gains 
and help us with all our gettings to get 
underitanding ; that we may be wiſe for 
our ſelves. Deliver us from the infeQi- 
on of fin, and enable us to keep our 
felres ſpotleſs from covetouſneſs, or any 


thing thar is diſconſonant to thy will in 


Chriſt. Amcn. 
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A Prayer for Tueſday Evening. 


Oft gracious Lord, thou arthe, and 

there is none elſe. Thou heareft 
the Prayers of poor Creatures, art all 
times, and upon all occaſions, thou art 
near and ready to incline thine ear, and 
to hare mercy, and forgive all the ſin- 
ful miſcarriages of thy poor Creatures; 
Truly thou art good and doſt good , our 
Souls experience it every Cay ; thon art 
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flow to anger , and of creat kindneſs, 
and repenteſt thee of the evif. O thar 
we could walk ſo cloſely with thee as 
never to offend thee. To whom Lord be- 
longs praiſes, byat torhme own (elf, who 
haſt in all our corceras been our 
forus. O Lord, fer our Souls delight 
in thy ſelf. Ler it be qQur recreation to 
do thy will. And now, OlLord, we 
would commit our felves into rhy hand, 
defiring thy Providence to keep us , thy 
Spirit to bleſs us, thar whether L 
or waking , we may be thine. Refreſh 
cheſe frail Bodiesof ours with quict reft ; 
that our Bodies beg refreſhed , we may 
both with Soul and Body, which arc 
chine , ſing forth thy praiſes. Help us 
to meditate upon thy truths, even on 
our Beds ; that we may fpend many 
watchful hours, abour the great 


help us, 
lows, to ſanfific thee im our hearts; 
and when we awake the next morning, 
we may awake in the fame manner; 
knowing that Sathan is wile to ſip- 
geſt ſome temptation , —— ſteal 
away our hearts ; making the World, or 
the Fleſh, our objetts Help us always 
to ſifdy moſt to pleaſe God ,, and dif- 

| pleaſe 
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pleaſe Sathan; and to give Sathannd 
ground, knowing that ſo long as we 
reſiſt him, he, thou Lord, haſt faid, 
ſhall flie from us. Ler us reſt in thy 
ſelf, ſeeing thy Name is g ſtrong Tower 
and they that flee into it are ſafe from 
fins dominion , keep us from Sathans 
temptations,defend us from our evil hearts; 
ſecureus, and ſanctifie our hearts and ſend 


a bedewing of thy holy Spirit upon us, | 


to ſweeten our 'troubles, and ſanftifie our 
merctes in Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 


A Prayer for Wedneſday Morning, 


Eavenly Father, by whom, and from 
whom, all our ſtrong conſolations , 
through Grace, are enjoyed by us worth- 
leſs Crearures ; ſleeping and waking,we are 
fecured from the terrors of the night, and 
thoſe amazements, wherewith thou ſome- 
times haſt amazed, them that were better 
than our ſelves are. O ſave us by thy Grace 
and prepare us for Glory; deliver us 
from the ſinners curſed queſtions, What 


ws the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him? 


Or, Wat profit ſhall we have if we pray wnto 
kim * How oft are their Candles put our. 
Give us grace tolive to thee, ſhewing 
the 
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fhEtruth: of Grace, by dealingrighteduſly 
towards. all men, thar D (keeping the faith 
in purity: of 66hſeience;, having our hope 
 ahdheart 'fixed"on thy ſci: we may 
. Fjoyce in 52nd alt upon'rhy; Name, 
who' only 'art'a"preſent help in time of 
trouble. Preferve us in' this: ; wilderneſs 
the' World ; wuhtil we ſhaltatrain to the 
Heavenly Canaan. *. O let our-Squls. be 
more and more in love with Holineſs ; 
ro live the Life of Chriſt, and the Life of 
the Righte@ur-} that: we \ may; gie_ the 
Death of the Righteous. Deliver us from 
a Vain arid darkned 'Underftanding ,” and 
from working Uncleanneſs: with gretdi- 
nefs.- ' Enable usto?purt off; rabrouching 
our: Converſation”, the Old; man ; and 
pit on the New Man , being renewed in 
the Pirit of crirMinds:, that we: may be 
created - after the Image of-God.- ; 
Righteouſneſs-dnd! rrue Hohneſs. org 
pare us for another Life,: and” let not 
ane day paſs' over our heads without 
Tome" ferious meditations''of Eternity ; 
"how 'ſoon it may” be'we cannot tell er 
-we may launchintoirs Ocean, that bank- 
Teſs Sea ;': atzd 'then woe unto us if our 


K- Ship? be 'unſound: / Ler theſe rhoughts 


make/us careful about our Souls. Help 
us'ro aſe the things of this rranſirory 
H Wor Id; 


93 "2 Prayer for - | 
World; bur” as journey necefſaries to a 
apa þ and laſting World ; but let us 


truly defirous ofthe permanent Riches; 
with aninfatiable defire. Make us wiſeMer. 


chants for that durable riches that none 
cart rob us of. Now, Lord ,-pardonour 
- fins, and/acctpt our ſervices in Chriſty 

to whom with thee, and thy Es 
Ws j be , mg Amen. $- 
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A Prajer fer weduſuey Evening, 


Loriqus and moſt Righteous Lord, 
for ever-to be admired of all thy | 

-Saints ; thy yays are waysof love and 
mercy , "thy daily care to thy people do 
_ arreſt it - we are wonderfully engaged 
' to offer  thee-/praiſe,,' | bath. with hearts 
and. voices? : Accept of our thanks and 
praiſes, as well as prayers, for. an E- 
vening Sacrifice ; and take charge of us 
we beſeech thee. Letus not be diſap- 
pointed of our hopes. Let not Sin-nor 
Sathan moleſt us in the-comforts of this 
night. * Let, not the fins of. the\ day paſt 
provoke thee., or prevent us- in thy-fa- 
Voaurs-ro us-ward. Lerus:reſt in the aſ- 


$ & +» 


ſuratce of thy favour; ſealed by thy good 
Spiric upon-our hearts ;- that we benot 
| lefr 


” >, 


left comfortleſs: and grant, that though 
our Bodily Eyes be cloſed with ſleep, 
yer let our Spiritual. Eyes (towit ) the 
Eyes of Faith, continually watch, Let 
thy work of Grace begun in us, be daily 
Krenhgthened.. Let the power of fin de- 
cay ; ' but the power of Grace revive. 
Enuble us to riſe with Chriſt ,-- and ro 
ſeek thoſe things that are above , that 
we may glorific thee here, by rings 
the race that is ſet.before us. - K 

from abuſing or ſlighting thy- Mercics 
and Judgemnts, and watch over us for 
good. Let not our ſelf-flatrery prove to 
us ſoul-mockery. Make us faithful -ra- 
ther than formal, in all out dutics ro- 
wards thee. -Deliver us from worldl 
mindedneſs, the great enemy to rea 
holineſs. Give us the grace of hurmba- 
tion for ſin , and the ſpirit of reforma- 
tion from ſi. O ſuffer us nor to fin a+ 
gainſt Mercy, Ieft we lofe *our beſt 
friend. O let the ſervice of -Gad, which 
is: perfect freedom, free us from the 
fervice of ſin. Now untq him that is 
able to keep us, be Glory far ever. 
Amtn, Fa I 
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4 Prayer Fa Tiwrſde Marzing, 


Bob N and Eternal , Glorious, Lorg 
- God. infinite are thy Mercies tous 
ward » thy -patichce,and_leng ſuffering 
,Are exceeding great , 4n regard of: our 
continued: Pprovocatigns-, even in - Our 
thoughts , which are only: evil, and that 
continually; our words. alſo have been 
ſtour.;againſt thee , nothing bur infinite 
- Mercy ...could. forbear ſuch- wretches : 
IS. be our God that hath laid help, 
-Our help, upon one that is mighty 
A co Og all thoſe 'that come unto Gcd 
Rk him. .- O whither ſhould ſuch ſinners 
20, butto.him- that hath the Keys of 
He ju Death; thatcalis ro the weary 
heavy laden, ta come to him and- 
_ of: eaſe and. reſt. - O Lord draw 
PEO We may. Tun after thee; -rhat 
x -may,,rum . the. way everlaſting, the 
way Of. thy. commands, and be followers ] 
'of that which is good, hating the Gar-= 
- MENTS foried by the Fleſh: building up n 
our ſelves in the moſt holy faith. . Ena- 
He us, O our God, with alldiligence to 
make our Calling and ElcCtion ſure, 
adding to Gur Faith Vertue, and to 
| Veriue 
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Vertne Knowledge ,: and to Knowledge 
Temperance, and ro Temperance Pati- 
ence; and to Paticnce Gadlinefs, and ' 
to' Gadlinieſs Brotherly Kindneſs ,.. and 
ro; Brotherly Kindneſs Charity -. O .ler 
theſe 'Graces ſhine 'and abound-/in us, 


- that-we may netther be barren-nox un-. 


that Spirit that may guid us. into. al 
Trath. Lead us this day and all the. 
reſt of our lives 5:by. thy Grace; and ar- 

laſt bring us ta» Glory ; through Chriſt * 
Jelus.our. Lord; -: Amen. 


A Prayer for Thurſday Evening. 


708 1 
Oft gracious Lord, thou art the +> 
great preſerver of thoſe thar truſt 
im thy Promiſes, and obſerve thy Pre- 
ecpts. Bleſſed be [thy holy Name for this 
day paſt, that thou haſt kept us from 
the dangers of this day, incident tous. 
Bleſſed be thou Lord , for all-thy;:Pro+ 
vidence and Provifion; for Health and 
H'3 - © Strength, 
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Strength, Food and-Rayment, for the 


prefenr Comforts of this Life, and the 


hopes of a future. Let all our ſins be 


pardoned, for the ſake of our Lord, who 


enly is worthy, O vouchſafe to conti- 
nue thy goodneſs this night, that we 
may receive that refreſhment thar is for: 
tryed ones. Watch over us for good, 

an d let a quiet and peaceable reſt fit us 


fo” our Calling, according to thy will. 


Hep us to live by Faith, and to walk by 
Faith, that we may have that Peace 


that none can take away, Let us:die 


daily to fin : and be ftrengthened- daily 
with all might in the inward man. Help 
us to conſider the cffeQs of fin is ſhame, 
and the wages of fin is death. Give us the 
comforts of our being-in Chriſt, that we 
may beaſſured that we are freed from con- 


- demnarion, by our chriſtian converſation, 


who walk not after the Fleth- hut after 
the Spirit. O let thy Spin ſo lead us, 
that it may be our teſtimony that we 
are thine. Let all that we ſuffer here, 
de an evidence of that Glory to be re- 
vealed in us. Let all things work to- 
gether for the beft. Let neither tribu- 
lation, or diſtreſs , or perſecution , or. 
famine, or nakednefs, or peril, or ſword, 
be able to prevail agaitiſ us, ſo asto ſe- 
perate 


A Prayer for | 
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perate us fram the love of God, which 
is:in Chriſt ,':' for whom we-bles thee, 
and to whom be :praiſes for ever- A- 


_ 
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A Prayer for Fryday Marning. 


AA Oft Holy,” and moſt gracious Lord, 

> thou art near untoall that callup- 
on thee in truth, and fulfilleft the de» 
firesof thoſe that fear thee; Thou arc 
good and doft good , thy mercies are 
over all thy warks. Blefſed be the Lord 
for hisrefrefhing mercies of the laſt night. 
Day unto day, and night unto night, 
ſhew forth thy tenderneſs over us by thy 
providences and proviſion, O deliver us 
from all fins and evil ; for thine is the 
Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory. 
Nelp us to live blameleſs, with thoſe with 
whom we have todeal. O give us wiſ- 
dom. to remember our larer end. Letus 
remember the approaching of Eternity , 
on-which felicity, or eternal miſery, at- 
tends. O Lord increaſe our Faith, and 
ſcrtle us in thar Faith thar 1s precious and 
pure ; that by it we may be able to reſiſt 
the Devil , and overcome and conquer 


the World and the Fleſh , that it may be 
4 the 


chat thereby: we may be; like Noab ,i1ta 
prepare an Ark againſt :aDeluge , con= 
demning the World. O giveus thetry= 
Ing Faith of Abraham, theliving Faith of 
dying Facob, and the living Faith of Moſes, 
to chuſe afttiftion ratherithan.fin,. that 
we may eftcem the reproach of Chriſt the 
grearcſt''riches; that 'we, may. by that 
Fairh-obtain Promiſes; work Righteoul- 
neſs. Now the God of Peace, thar brought: 


Shepherd ,”"tlirough-the crerlaſting/ Cas 
venant, Keep us. Amen. 230 


—_——— 
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> © Prayer for Fryday Evening. 
{ — F YReat-and glorious Lord, in- Jeſus 
KS Chrift a tender Father ro humble 
| and penirentſinners;let conſcience of duty 
and nor cuſftotn , - attend onr approaches 
unto thee the Lord of Life and Glory, 
e1y mercics of this day are- more than 
we can conceive, bur: the- requitals' we 
have made , how incquirolent are-they! 
How ſeldom did we look up: to- thee; 
that always. ſeeſt us; ar what a low ebb 
are our thoughts of thee. O lay our 
hearts as low , and much lower-in re- 
ference 


104 2A Prayer for". mw 
- the ſubſtance of things noriiſcen 31 and 


again ovr Lord Jefus Chriſt: the great 
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ferince ro' our 'felves. -- Let' us not, .. a5 


our God), - find our return of: mercies- ac-" 
cording to our miſcarriages: ler us not' 
thereby be diſappointed of 0ur reſt" and 
refreſhment , this- approaching | night; 
Bleſſed be thy Naine, that thou haft faid 
help on one thar is able ro ſave. Q favs 
us by him ; let his Blood plead, and his 
Perſon: ſatisfie, .' and lerihim'iprevail for 
us, and his offering up of himſelf Ef 
us. Lord: we believe; help: our unbeli 

O: that our hearts were more heavenly 
and more removed from this drofficearth,* 
thar we might in nothing be-careful. oO 
help us to be good and do good, in our 
Generation. Help us to chuſe aftition 
rather than fin ,* that we may follow the 
great high Prieſt of our Profeſſion, by 
the Croſs to the Crown, --and by the 
Grave to Glory: Mind us of our end, 
and give us wiſdom .to confider in this 
day of ours; | the things that belong to 
OUT PEACE, before they be hid” from our 
eyes; and ſceing our time is but ſhort 
let our zeal be the greater. Ler the Mleſ 
fing pronounced in the Mount , - be our 
portion. Ler us both be pure and poor. 
m ſpirit. Give. us ro mourn for fin, chat 
we-may be comforted. Let us be armed 
with meekneſs, and hungering, and thirſt= 


ng 


we; Prayer 

iog after righteouſneſs; and ſatisfic us. Let 

| ,: peace, and ſufferings for ' 
rightcouſnels fake , comfort us here and 
hereafter , in and. through Jeſus Chriſt ; 
in whoſe Name we farther call on thee, 
in his own mares 3 Our Father , &c. 


—_ 
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| Mt holy , moſt glorious Lord, the 
| God and Farther of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt , for whoſe ſake alanewe beg par-: 
don for all our fins , ſecret and known, 
of ignorance or knowledge,of youth or ri- 
Per years, againſt thy Law or Goſpel. De- 
liver thy poor Creatures from all thoſe 
curſes denounced againſt fin and _— 
Nane ever canfcfled and forſook fin, bur 
foun] mercy.. Q ſanftifie us throughout 
with thy holy. Spirit, that we may live the 
life of faith, |and not of fin, being aſ- 
fured that ir ſhall go well with the righ- 
eousz they ſhall eat the fruit of their 
nings. - Bleſſed Lord , give us graceto 
walk worthy the mercics of the laſt nights 
refreſhments. - Let thy good providence 
be over us this day ; preſerve usin our 
concerns ; Deliver us both. Souls and 
Bodies 8 that deſire to fear thy holy 
Name, 
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 JIaturday Morne. 1097 
Namethat we maybe praiſing the righes af 
thy free grace. Let us bg bletjed un Quy ger: 
ings out and comings ip.. Let thy glary: 
be our greateſt deſign in whatſoeyer 'we 
undertake. - Prepare us far ayr later end; 
and qQur-great account ; and let Ererniry 
be always cycd by us. Let qur thaughts, 
wards. and ations, be conſidered and 
paiſed, \ Let every day pur us in mind of 
the great day, thatinevery day we may 
be drawn a ſtep nigher ynro Chrift que 
Redeemer, in whom, and far whom, we 
bleſs thee for ever. Awen- | 


A Prayer for Saturday Evening. 


Moſt blefled Lord, thou art ac- 
quainted with our down-lying and 
. upriſing, and art near to all them that 
call on- thee in truth and fincerity. - Ler 
not iniquity prevail over ns. Ler thy 
gracc be ſufficient for us, againſt ſin , and 
Sathans wiles ; and help us tg be thankful 
both in heart and life , far what thou art 
pleaſed to beftaw upon vs, by way of 
providence, Help us in time of health: 
to prepare far ſickneſs and death ; in time 
of pleng- ro prepare for want, and te 
lay up a ſtore of never fading treaſure. 

Sanctifie 


- 


. 2e8 - "ff Prayer for © 
Sanifie both days [a bour and nightsreft 
and pardon the fins of the whole week 
aft , and help us in thy day following, ro 
© firted and qualified , that we may be 
as diligent for thee as we havebeen for 
our ſelves; that-it may be a day of re- 
Joaycing. Let it be ſuch a Sabbath, as 
that it may be an carneft of ar» eternal X 
Sabbath , + where we ſhall” rejoyce and 
praife rhee ' for 'ever. Grant that by 
practiſing holineſs, -we may enjoy hap- 
pines; ſeeing thar it muſt and ſhall go, 
well with the Godly ;- their grear' evils | 
ſhall be removed, and fin pardoned, the + 
mercy of mercies : he cannot be muſe- 
rable, who has a God ſo merciful, . as to 
pardon his fin. O grant us this mercy, 1 
whatever elſe .rhou' deny ; thy. will be | 
done'for outward comforts , ſo that we 
bythe riches of this thy free grace, have 
ſaci pardon of fin ,- as we benor difturb- 1 
- ed in inward comforts. - Grant that by | 
living to thee here w= may enjoy thee 
hereafter. Ler us be content with toſs- 
ings', ſo that we may enjoy the deſired 
Haven; nay , though our Ship ( viz.) 
| HiisBoily breaks; /lerus, that js our Souls, 
| - befecur:din the Lord ChifSLer our 
| ctofſes end in comforts, out iesin 
mzrchleſs joyes, dur tears in true. tunes | 
DELGITES : for 
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- for Heaven; and [et out conqueſt over 
.allend in the praiſe of-qur great.Caprain- 


All thee, 'and what thou knoweſt;may 
better fir us' for: thy felf,;-grant, for tby 
promiſe; and for thy Sons:fake ; towhom 
be Etcrnal apa o_—_ * wy 
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A Prayer for a Woman with-child, before 
ber tiwe of Delivery. P 


MOR Holy Lord , Blefſed be thy gteat 

Name-, for thy mercy ſhewed to 
thine Hand-maid; thou haſt given: her 
good hopes, through: grace,” to become , 
a joyful:Mother ; thou art Righteous in 
all thy ways ; thy threat for fin 1s juft;, 
that in-fotrow the Woman ſhould bring 
forth : yet thou of thy great mercy 
haſt raken eff- from me the reproach of 
Woman , and haſt given me ſirength -t6 


conceive , and to nouriſh ir hitherto: O 


preferve'both me and it . at the 'time 'of 
Travel;'. Let me bring forth, and tet 
the work be. compleated by thee , * -by 
whom Creatures are wonderfully made.- 
Prepare thy poor Creature by Faith: and ' 
Prayer 'for that hour; that ' thy Servant | | 


and Hand-maid, may find help. in time 


of trouble and need. Lec the Midwives 
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Skilf ind Care be- yr wheh 
do her Office; 
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the ' ſhall be called to 
'thou- that arc the God of qe Rmy ry 


Confolarion, ' the faich of thine 
:Hand-maid , -int the hope of thy mercy: 

Shew thy Servant a token for-good, for 
his fake alone who is worthy, Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righreous; to whom be Glory for 


| VEhs | Amen... - 
The Albion Brie bir Dir 


GGRacowloriJook in mercy upon thine 

>, now in cxtream. pain z 
her faith againſt all. her fears, 
and ble me thine unworthy Servant, 


and make me an inſtrument of 'help and 


comfort tothine Hand- maid , in the hour 
of trial; in thine hand are the iflues of 
Life and Death , preſerve. both Mother 
and Child ; ler it be a timeof joy ;- thar 
= Ghild is Born, and a Woman Delivered, 


thraugh thy great mercy ; {o ſhall we 


thy poor Creatures rejoyce in thy Salva- 


Hon ,/ adhes to thy Hand-maid , and the 
Fruit of her Womb. Hear and help, for 


the fake of our Lord Jefus ; ro whom be 
praiſes for ever. fmry, 


The 


! _ oc... ac ww a v3 .m_ teanf win 9 @ fan dg 


The Midwives Prayer after Delivery”. 


Mot Holy, 'and moſt Gracious Lord, 
praiſes wait for thee, for thoſe ex- 
cn abundant favours vouchſafed to 
thine Hand maid in the hour of her Di- 
ſtreſs z for ever bleſſed be thy glorious 
Name, thou alone waſt a preſent help: 
O perfe& thine own work in her weak- 
neſs, Bleſſed be the Lord , for the fruic 
of the Womb.,, that no "Member Was 
Ieft out of thy Book,  that-in all parts 
it is perfected without blemiſh or _de- 
formity - Make thine Hand-maid a joy- 
ful Mother, and: continue her, in her 
place , and enable her to diſcharge her 
- duty , to the comfort of her Relations, 
.and the glory of thy great Name , and 
the everlaſting joy of her own Saut, 
when ſhe ſhall have finiſhed her -coutit;, 
and that alone, upon the -account of 
Jefus Chriſt ; to 'whom FIC 


Amen. 


— —_ 


The Paid Womans Pra in the > 
ber Travail. 


© Rightedus Lord , thon art ;ut In all 

thy ways; thy righreous ſentence is 

-paſt, the time of fin was the rime of pi- 
-niſhmenrz ' rhe Woman - to bring forth 
mn forrow , and the Manto cat his Bread 
-in _ fereat of his Brow. Have mercy, 

Lord, upon thy diſtreſſed Hand-maid, 'in 
great Pain'dnd Anguiſh-, Fears.and Sor- 
:rows; as: thou haft bleſſed me with tlic 
-fruir:of: the Womb , to conceive and 
-nouriſh, until the time of birth ; O Lord, 

-now-:give ftrength to bring: forth , and 

*et this fruirof my Womb be to thy praiſe. 
. Thou art @preſenr help in time of rrou— 

{ble. . O bleficd Lord | ler my life be pre- 

. CiGus irthy ſighr , wad the-frait of my 

- Womb, ler. ir live before thee;;-and-Ter 

both 'be veflcls 'of mercy through the 
 fandtificartion* of chy Spirit z Toſhall thine 
Hand-maid devote her ſelf to thy. fear, 

- and the fruit of her Womb to thy ſervice. 
Let me find thy love in Jeſus Chriſt to 
ſupport me; for whom, O my Soul, praiſe 
his Holy Name. Amen. | 
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The Womans Pr ayer after her Delivery: 


Oo Moft glorious Lord ,--chbu art 2ood: 
and doeft good , , thou haft remom- 
bered- mercy to” thy Hand?*matd in the 
time of het diſtreſs ; - to rhy"'Name be 
praiſe” for ſtrength given: to bring een ; 
my life: wds and is-if 'thine*ha 

thou; Haft ſpared ir in the-depth of ny 
anguiſh thy help: was at-hand. « Thou alſo 
haſtgiven life ro'the fruitof my Womb, 
to thy: Name. be praiſes. Give*me'wit- 
dom-to diſpoſe of thy niercy-to thy'glery; 
that I rhay be uſeful ro thy fervice ; and 
as touching the fruit of my Womt, fan- 
Qifie it, and ler it be for che bearing y 
of the Name of God in its'Getiera 
ter/it grow in grace-as in years. ' Theſe 
and 'what things thou knoweſt conlvent- 
ent, grant, in the Name of Chriſt, to 
whom be praife for ever. Amer, - © 
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Graces Before and After Meat. . 


; | ws 


; Grace before Meat. 


NJOR Holy Lord, the ſtaff of Bread i is 

in thine hand , it is of thy bounty 
that we are daily provided for,z lettheſe 
thy Creatures, ordained for our nouriſh» 
ment, be reccived by ; us with thank- 
ful hearrs , expreſſing it in our lives, that 
wo receiving ſtrength, may return praiſes 
to thy {elf for all z through Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, Awes. 
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Grace After Meat. 


£jol and bleſſed Lord , let thy con- 
rinued mercies and refreſhments,from 
time to time, ingage us toreturn to thy 
blefſed Majeſty, the glory due to thy 
ſelf, for them and 4ll other creatare 
comforts wherewith we are ſupplied ; 
help us ro expreſs our thankfulneſs in 
diſcharging our Callings and Conſciences, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. wes. 
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An other Grace Before Meat. 


Hoy and gracious Lord , bleſſed bethy 

gracious good providence for all th 
favours daily renewed. O give thy ble(- 
ſing on theſe thy good Creatures, at this 
time , that we are abour to receive; 
that they may nouriſh and ſtrengthen 
us , that we may be bettered by them, 
and that we may return praiſe to thy . 
Name ; through Chriſt Jefus our Lord 
Amen. TIE Vi 


An other Grace After Mear. © 


JOlfy Lord, let thy refreſhing mercies 
© be an obligation to engage us to a 
more holy life , . to live to thee who arr 
the fountain of all our enjoyments; thou 
giveſt and refreſheſt us with the bleſſings 
of the upper and neather ſprings, both 
ſpiritual and temporal; help. us to im- 
prove all, ſo that thou mayſt have glory 
and we may have comfort, in and through 
Jeſus Chriſt , the purchaſer of all. pen. 


— 


P Prayer in tie of Afton, 


Hoy and for ever blefſed Lord God, 

thou alone art acquainted with the 
condition of thy poor ſinful weak Crea- 
ture, thou thar art the Father of Spirits, 
and their reat-Creator ; who alonearta 
preſcnr help in LET DS, » and Ls 


God of all-coofolation;. thy 

duſt and_ aſhes deſires to look guentg 
even to thee alone, ſeeing thou art alone 
able ro deliver from trouble ; ſanCtihe 
my trouble and afflition, and ſupport 
me in and under afflition ; and make all 
work together for the beſt: Thou canſt 
bring comfort out of trouble, joy out 


of  Eionng mirth out of malady, and,. 


can make thy. Sos Saints to wait , and. 
ro look for help, even from the moſt im-- 


>, when I cannor have thy pro- 
vidences. ,.I have finned d greatly, which is. 
the cauſe of. all my.milcry ; if it were 


not for fin, Tnecd fear nothing. O let 


fin die in me, that grace may abound ; 
and let this chaſtiſemenr , which at pre=-. 
ſent is greTons , be, and work for good 

| unta 


_ 
V—_ - 


bable means. O ler thy grace be ſuf- 
cient for me , ING truſt thy. . 
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time of Afiit:on. 117 
unto 'me, that I may fay with thy Ser- 
vant David , It is good that I have been 
a Give me a patient and ſubmiſ- 
we frame of Spirit, that I may ſay with 
my bleffed Saviour , Not as I will, bat thy 
will, O Father. of mercy, be done, Ler 
ains temporal , prevent pains eternal. 
the inner man be ſtrenzthened by the 
weakneſs of the outward man. 'Help me 
in patience to poſſeſs my Soul, with the 
thoughts of that endleſs and unſpeakable 
Glory; and with a ſenſe of the victory 
over Death and Hell, andall the incum- 
brances this ſide Heaven: with a ſanQi= 
fied expeQtation after him who is the pro- 
curer of all my happineſs, in whom my - 
Soul deſires to acquiſece , both here and 
' hereafter. O help me Lord, to ſing a 
new ſong of praiſe to that ſpotleſs Lamb, 
that hath nor ſpared topour out that pre- 
cious Blood , to reconcile an angry God 
to deſpicable Duſt and Clay; to make 
known an inviſible God , to poor, blind, 
ftupid Creatures : and that mortality 


might be ſwallowed up of life, he was 
holy , harmleſs, and undefiled,- ſeperate 
from ſinners, to the end he might fulfil. 
all righteouſneſs ; that he might be a meet 
high Prieſt , a ſufficient Saviour of ſin- 
ners ; who by his own example, left us 
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118  - A Prayer in 
a pattern of humility to be ſubmiſſive .ta 
the will of our Father, and to contemn 
the World , and to ſubjugare our ſelves 
ro his Croſs. Oh ! holy Father, thou thar 
haft ſaid,them that come unto thee in thy 
Sons Name, thou wilt not caſt our; that 
gaveſt life ro poor worthleſs dying Crea- 
tures, ready tO drop into Hell ; and that 


life is thine own Son,that is able to ſaveto 


the mttermoſt atl that come to bim, O give 
ability to a poor drooping. Creature , 
that he may recover his ſtrength , be- 
-fore he go hence and be no more; thar 
I may yer praiſe. thee in the Land of 
theliving ;-and that I may regain that 
Precious riume that 1 have been ſo laviſh 
of: Redeem my. ſtrength , that 1 may 
work out my Salvation with fear and 
trembling. - O ſanctifhie me throughout, 
and change me, and let me have the New 
Creation wrought upon me and im_mec; 
that I may. yet acknowledge thy great 
wer in and through thy. Son ;. in whoſe 
Name Ifarrher call on thee, in the words 
of his own inſtitution., ſaying, Orr 
Father which art in Heaven ." &C. 
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A Prayer in time of War. 


Holy, Great and Glorious Lord 
God of Hoſts, thou that haft of 
old appeared for thy Churches and Ser- 
vants , and that art for ever worthy to 
be praiſed ; that haſt wrought greac de- 
liverances for the relieving of them that 
were in ſtraits, to the. admiration of 
thy very enemies ; by whoſe power thy 
Servants have run through Troops , ha- 

ving thy ſhield ' of Salvation' « by thy 

power one hath chaſed a thouſand , and 

thine enemies hearts have melted away ; 
yea.cvyen of the moſt valiant : If thou ap- 

pear for us, Lord, we ſhall prevail. O be 

gracious unto us, and ſhew thy ſelf for 

us. Give courage and wiſdom toall our 

Commanders and Souldiers. - Gird them 

with ſtrength , and teach their hands to . 
fight : Dire their Confultativns , proſ- 
per their Enterpriſes; ſuffer not deſerved 
Vengeance to break out upon us ; deliver 
us not to a mercileſs enemy : Say unto 
our Armies, Let no mans heart fail tor 
fear of neither number nor power of the 
enemy. - Let all our truſt of Victory be in 
the Lord of Hoſts; thou that art Lord 
I 4 of 


120 \A'Prayer... 
of Lords; and King of _ s. Getthy 
ſer Honour in in enla 'of thoſe 
that are Peace- ter thy hand 
become > AKA , to iturbers, | in pieces the 

potent \enemies;3- and in the greaty 
-neſs of thine excellency, overthrow thoſe 
_ That ate inſtigated againſt us : and let it 
be known: thar there is -none like unto 
thee, thatartglorious in Holineſs, fear- 
ful in \ Praiſes; doing Wanders - ſo ſhall 
we record thy righteous Ads. © help 
and deliver us,: that we may tell thy 
Dee os among the Nations, and let not 
our enemy eſcape, leaft they fay our own 
hands hath;:ſaved us. Thou the God of 
Peace grant us Peace here, and everlaſt- 
ing Peace herealſer ; through Jeſus Ch 
Amen. \.; -- 


 ... of Prayer for Children. 


Not glorious Lore God , infioite in in 

Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; - thou art 
the great Creator,, Redeemer, -and Pre- 
ſerver of Man, 1 thy. poor Seryant: be- 
wail my Youth and time af Vanity : Not- 
withſtanding my Parents care 18 Educa- 
fion, Inſtruction , and Correction , 1 
have ſinned greatly againſt thy ſel O 
pardon 


for Children.” 2x 

pardon alfo, Lord, my unthankfulnefs 
toward them, for all their Care, Coſt, 
Pains, Crys and Tears, with reſpect to 
my everlaſting welfare. O cauſemew TY 
thankfulneſs to fear, love, honour, 
obey them, in'order to the, obedience 
due' to thy ſelf, Lord keep me from 
ſhares of eyil company and remprations - 
of the ſame ; and from youthful luft : and 
let me be a delight to thoſe that fear 
thee. . Let me be furniſhed with treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Holineſs , and pardon all 
the ſins of my corrupt heart and life; 
and be reconciled Father unto me, and 
ler me be able to know thee as a God in 
Covenant ; z and renew me in the inner 
Man, jn the Spirit of my.Mind: En- 
lighten my dark underſtanding, quicken 
my dead heart, purific my ,impure con- 
ſcience , morrifie and reQifie my will. 
Ler all my finful carnal Love , or rather 
Luſt, be quenched, and vain Pleaſures 
rurned i into ſweet Delighrs far God. Hear 
me in every reſpect 2s thau knoweſt mr: 
condition requires, in the Name of thy 
dear Son ; in whoſe words 1 farther call 
on thee , Oxr Father , GC. 


f Prayer ; 
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, AH Prayer for Scruants. F | Ie 


'S Moft gracious Lord God,thou art the 
great preſerver of thoſe that truly 
truſt in thy mercy ; deliver. us from fin 
and the bondage of Sathanz help us to 
obey our Maſter according to the fleſh, 
with fear and trembling , in ſingleneſsof 
heart, as unto Chriſt ; not with eye-ſer- 
vice, as men plcaſers, bur as the ſecr- 
vants of Chriſt, doing the will of our 
God, with good will from the hearr. 
Make us ſubmiſſive and obedient to our 
Governorsz keep us from Self-will and 
Pride , from Murmurings and unreverent 
» from Falſhod, Slocthfulneſs, 
and all Deceit , and help us cheerfully 
and to do our Duty; as be- 
lieving that thou, O Lord , art the aven- 
ger of all unfaithful Dealers, O pardon 
the negle@ of our immortal Souls , and 
of the great work for which we were 
Created and Redeemed, Help us with 
all our hearts and ſtrength, that we may 
attain to the reward of that Glory, pre- 
parcd for all thoſe that look'and long for 
the appearance of Chrift, and to enjoy 
his preſence with the Angels and Saints 
in 
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for a Virgin. 

io Glory : and all this we humbly beg and 
hope for ,” on the accomprt and merits of 
Jeſus, in whoſe own words we farther 
call on thee , as he hath taughr us , ſay- 
ing , Our Father , G&c. 
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A Prayer for a Virgin. 


Lefſed and Holy Lord, preferve me 
thy Servant, and give me grace 
with thoſe Wiſe Virgins, to make ready 
my Laimp and Qyl in my Veſſel, that ar 
what hour the Bride-groom ſhall come , 
I may be found ready prepared , with 
thoſe undefiled Virgins thar follow the 
Lamb, Deliver me from the fins of Pride, 
. that common fin , far different from 
. thar Plainneſs, Simplicity and Modeſty 
of old. O help me, thy Servant, ro walk 
circumſpetly. O cleanſe and purge me, 
keep me blameleſs ; cauſe me to hate the 
Garment ſported by the Fleſh : Iet the 
' Pride of the Daughters of 7eraſalem, fo 
ſeverely threatned, awake thoſe -thax 
rread in their ſteps, they were haughty, 
and walked with ftretched-ourt Necks, 
and wandring Eyes , and mincing as they 
went; Whoſe puniſhment was greater 
than the puniſhment of Sodow, O holy 
Lord , open mine Eyes, that I may ſee 
the 


22 


54 IP Prayer fra Virgin. 
the evil of that fin, for whom Young 
Men and Virgins were flain with the 
Sword ; the Virgins were trodden down 
aSina 'Wine-prefs. O give me chaſtity 
of mind and purity of heart, and. ler 
the inward man have the chief adorning. 
Let me be adorned with that modeſty 
and ſhamefaſtneſs that becomes thoſe that 
profeſs the Goſpel of Chriſt ; not with 
embroidred Garments and coſtly Ap- 
parcels, Help me to conſider that there 
is no communion betwixt _ Light and 
Darkneſs, Sin and Holineſs. Help me 
to hve to that end for which 1 was 
created. Help me always to bear in mind 
my Creator in the days of my Virginity , 


that I may mark thy Law to doit. Q 
preſerve me from the ways of fin, and 


Jet death and judgement put me in 1 mind 
of the great work | hare to do; that I 
may ſo att in this life, 'as that I may 
hve for ever hereafter, with thee in Hear 
ven' in eternal bliſs, purchaſed by the 
precious Blood of Chrift; to whom be 
glory far ever. Amen, 
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- The Sea-mans Prayer. 


Mot great and powerful Lord God; 
whoſe ways are in the deep Seas,and 
= in the deep Waters, and whoſe Foot= 
eps arenat known , yet ſets the bounds 

and limits of the raging Sea , and fayeſt, 
Hitherto A thow go and no fartber ; z and 
raiſeth a ſtorm and Fallayeth it.: let thy 
good providence keep me in the middeft 
thereof : and though the Sea rageths and 
roareth , yet let thy everlaſting ſtrength 
ENVIron and ſurround me » :fothatTI may 
be hid and be ſafe ; and being ſafe, I may 
both with heart and ſoul-ſing ;forth his 
praiſe , that hath been graciouſly pleaſed 
ro preſerve me amidft the ;tempeſts of 
the raging Seas: but moſt:of all I ear 

neſtly defire thee that thou wauldſt keep. 

me from the roaring rage of Sin and, Sas 
than; and as thou boundeft the Sea, 'ſe 
bind up Sathan , that he-may nor be able. 
to do me' any harm , that he .may not. 
tempt me to doany thing thatmay bring: 
diſhonour to thy. Name, either by diſtruſt; 
or otherwiſe. O let me.diſcern much of 
thy ſelf, .O Lord, inthe Depths, thatI 
Ay, ble thee in thee Land of the FIENE4 
cn 
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thy 
laft bring me torhe defired Haven, for 
thy Sons ſake ; to whom be everlaſting 
frength aſcribed for ever. Ames. 


The Sea-mans Projer after @ ſafe Voyage. 


\4 Oft powerful Lord God , thou art 
*.- the powerful preſerver of thy Crea- 
tures , the iponer is not limited, and 
thou art the fame yeſterday, to day and 
for ever; 'thy hand is nor ſhortened, 
thou ſaveſt both by Sea and Land ; thou 
that ſavedſt/ſreel of old, by bringing them 
thorow the Red See, thou haſt preſerved 
we amidft all the Billows of raging 
Waves of the immenſe Ocean; thou never 
faileſt thoſe rhar cruſt in thee, Olct rhy 
rercies engage me to praiſe thee ; that I 
may cry out,Come,and 1will tell you what 


this great deliverance, enjoyn me rotruſt 
Sod for the furure, in the greateſt of 


ftrairs. O help me ro praiſe thee whilſt 


I have any being, O Let my Soul praiſe 
m5. thee 
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The Widdows Prayer. 127 
thee for this experienced mercy: Open 
my mouth, Lord, and fill it with praifes, 
that I may fing unto the mighty God of 
7aceb, the Redeemer of Iſrael. O give me 
che what qe tharT may exrol the 
name fe . O Lord help me tolove 
thee more every day, and admure-that 
Love that thou haſt hewn, and doſt ſhew 
unto me every day. O govern my affe- 
ions, words, and aCtions ;' and help me 
fo toftear my courſe , as that I may at 
length, be brought to the Haven in Canaay, 
for Chrifts ſake alone, the Strength of 
my Salyation, and Hope, Amen. 


FC 


The Widdows Prayer. 


Oft holy Lord, thou art the founcain 

of all Comfort, and Gqdof all Con- 
folation, and eft not; all the com- 
fort of thy forrowful Hand-maid is in thy 
ſelf, thou artable ro make up all the lofſes 
and breaches thy providence has made. 
O ſupply all chat comforr thou haft taken 
away : andthourhar haft promiſed-to be 
a Farther to the Fatherlefs, andan Hus- 
band to the Widdow, be a Father tomy 


 B Fatherlcſs Children, and an Husband ro 


me a poor deſtitute Widdow : Make up 


all 
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all my wants in thy ſelf; and pardooths 

' fin contraRed berween us; | and pardon 
yo negligence of ſccking | after berrer 
comforts, thanany this life affords; par- 
don that-inordinate care thatwas aſed by 
me in reference to. the World: arid 

and. ſupport thy poor diſtreſſed Servant 
by by Spirit. . O help me to fir filently (| 
under thy chaſtizing Rod,. and thar "a 
cauſe it is the dictare of thine own will ; 
and ſay, thou Lord haſt done. it ; and:ſay 
with thy Servant ob, that emblem of pa- 
ricace, The Lord gaveand the Lord hach 
taken away, bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. Let ie laſtbe an inſtigation to put 
me in mind-of my faſt end;-and tocon- 
ſider the brevity. of this frail life ; thar 
thereby I inay be taught ro number my 
Days; that may, bath know. how fraiff 


| and ay apply my hearr unto/Wiſ- 
E r= that I may | bear in mind the great 
.of. Erernity , ſtreagthen-+my 
| aith, enlarge my. Deſire, raiſe and ele- 
Yate my Aﬀettions; enflame my- Love; 
et, Sin ie moſt. loathſome,, : Grace moſt 
beal the Warld leſs deſirable. Theſe 
l I chon knoweſt ro be more neceſ- 
WY for ibs for Chriſts ke, Amen, 


The 


The Orphans Prayer. 129, - 
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The Orphans Prayer, 


Ighteous Lord , take thou chargesf 
thy defolate Creature ; be thou a 
Father to the Fatherleſs ; thou art Righ- 


'reous but 1 have firned, end therefore 


this ſorrow hath taken hoid on me; my 
neglect of Duty hath removed away this 
Mercy. O pardon and remove my Guilt, 
and remember tiy Promiſe to the* Fa- 
therleſs, O fave me, for I am thine ; 
I deſire none but thee ; be thou my Com- 
fort and Guid unto Death, Help me 
to be more an obedient Child, to honcur 
thee in' my Generation. Supply my wants 
and neceſſities, and make up all in thy 
ſcif; and help me to .cye thee as a God 
in Covenant , and let me know thar I 
am reconciled unto thy ſelf, by . the 
precious Blood of Jeſus Chrift, the Me- 
diator of the New Covenant ; and let 
Mortality be ſwallowed up of Life: and 
Lord help me ( though lirtle in reſpeR 
of Stature ) that I may be rall in reſpect 
of Grace; and knowing that I have a 
great Journey to take, that I may ſet 


F- Out be-rimes to enquire-the way, and 


that when my Glaſs is run, I may. have 
finiſhed 
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130 The unconverted 
finiſhed my Maſters Work , and m 
Courſe with Joy : and O thar I may ne- 
ver ceaſe Labouring unril I have finiſhed 
my Work , knowing that they that run 
in a Race, run all, but one gets the 
Prize: O tet, OLord, Integrity and 
Sincerity preſerve me, and that for 
Chriſts ſake. Amen. 
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The unconverted Sinners Prayer , for a full 
Conviftion of the dangerous ſtate he is in. 


Reat, Gracious, and moſt Righ- 


reous Lord God , bleffed for ever | 


be thine unſpeakable mercy , that defireſt 
not the Death of the worſt of Sinners, 
that turn unto thee to hive for ever. Oh 
thou that of Perfecutors madeſt glorious 
Martyrs, of an Adultreſs madeſt anhum- 
ble Penitent. O ſhew forth thy Long- 
fuffering, Patience, and Forbearance up- 
on me. Deliver me from all-my Sins, 
from thy Wrath to come, and thar Eter- 
nal Judgment that ends in Hell, with 
Devils and damned Impenitents. Leave 


me not in the ſtate of Devils, without 


hope of pardon. O pardon that great ſin 
of ſerting more by Meat and Drink and 


beaſtly Pleaſures than- by thee, the God 
| | that 
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that made me a rational Creature, that 
flighted endleſs Glory, thar took more 
care of an Earthly Tabernacle than an 
Immortal Soul ; that took more care 
to avoid Shame , Poverty and Sickneſs, 
than to avoid everlaſting Shame, Pain 
and Horror in Hell. Blefſed be the 'Lord , 
that will not leave ſuch finners as my 
ſelf ro die in their fins, bur-pluck ſuch 
fire-brands out of the jaws of Hell, and 
gives them to know the evil of fin. © 
that I were once fit to taſte and ſee 
how gracious the Lord is to believers; 
to them alone he is precious, the fair- 


| eſt of Ten thoufands. O guid. my feet 


into thoſe unfrodden paths, that lead to 
the Fountain of Living Warers, ſet open 
for ſinners xo waſh in, and he purged 
irom their filthineſs, O give me faith to 
ſee. him whom my fins have pierced. 
Give me the grace and ſpirit of ſupph- 
cation to” mourn after him; wirkout 
which grace I have nor, nor can have,no 
hope of pardon. . For what communion 
hath darkneſs with lighr2 O pofleſs my 
Soul with'this belief, That without ho- 
lineſs there can be no happineſs, with- 


our fantity no ſalvation, nor without 


heavenly-mindednefs no Heaven ::'O be it 
{o unto thy feryant , for his ſake thar 


—_ z ſuffered 
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ſuffered for great, nay. the greateſt of 
ſinners, of whom I amthe chief; that 
I may live to praiſe thee and admire the 
riches of thy immenſe and boundleſs 


love to Eternity. Amen. 
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A Prayer for power to believe, 


Glorious and Merciful Lord Gad, 
whoſe :abundant and unſpeakable 
goodneſs has been extended to. poor 
man , before he had a being in the 
World : Let the beams of thy loving 
kindneſs environ me, and as thou haſt 
been pleaſed ro convince me of fin, 
righteouſneſs, and judgment; O help me 
to believe in him whoſe mercy extends 
to the ends of the Earth ; and that I may 
take h- 1d on him by the hand of faith, 
that it may be tte ſubſtance of. things 
not ſeen; ro take hold on theric) pro- 
miſe laid down in tay word cancerning 
thy Son , who is mighty ro fave all them 
that come unto God by tim, and to 
accept him in all his Offices, as King 
and Law-giver, to rule and defend me, 
as Prieſt ro ſacrifice for me , as Prophet 
to reveal the will of God unto me. Help 
me to truſt in thy ho'y Spirit, ro wm 
tifie 
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power to beheve. 
tifie and kill my fin in me, and to illu- 
minate, and ſanQifie, and quicken me , 
that thereby I may be rendered meer 
for ſerving thee here , and enjoy rhee 
hereafter. O help me 20 demonſtrare, out 
of my Converſation , what is the hope 
of my Calling, and eſtabliſh me in a 
conſtant belief of Salyation , by the ap- 
prehenſion of a renewed mind , from 
fleſhly and tranſitory joys , to an hea- 
venly and permanent happineſs, where 
there are pleaſures for evermore. Help 
thy poor Creature to be Conquerer , 
yea, more than Conquerer through Jeſus 
Chriſt, over Devil, World, and F leſh-; 
that I 'may be renewed in the ſpirit of 
my mind. Poſfefs me with the New Birth, 
ſtrengthen all my inward Faculties , my 
Faith, .my Eove and Zeal ; and where- 
as my deſire was to run from God, it 
may now be to run unto him , and caſt 
my ſelf upon him for all in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Amen. 


Tae Converts Prayer. 


\ Oft powerful Lord God ; thine is 
| tie Kingdom, the Pow er, and tne 
Glory 3 z thy Thy are perfect and pure: 

R 2 Let 


RY 
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Let God. be true and every one a "lars. 


Bleſſed be thy Name for thy unſpeakable ] 
kindneſs and loye to me, who am [cs 
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"The Converts Prayey. 


than the leaſt of all thy mercies : Thou 


haſt been pleaſed to bring me out of 


darkneſs and ſhadow of death, an1 lead 


me into the way of peace , and out of 


carknets.into thy mery ellous light, and 
to bring me into the Kingdom of thy 
dear Son-. O the immenſity, the breadth 
and length, depth, and height of the 
loving kindneſs of God in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriit ; that waſt pleaſed of a Bond- 
ſlave to make a Free-denizon of Hea- 
ven ; + of a Priſoner of Hell and Death, 

one at Liberty ; and/delivered me from 
that Ecrernal Wrath to come. Oh! the 
free mercy of God , that hath with- 
tioldea death from ſeizing upon me, the 
which if it had ; where had] been. Oh 
happy and bleſſed was it., that thou 
ſhouldit put our rhine HANG ARE roOuca me 
wich the rod of thine atfiigion; ſo that 
I may ſay, /t & mare for me that ] was 
affi ted. O blefſeg Redeemer, give me thy 
Spirit , without Which 1 am undone, 10 
apply the precious Blood of the New Co- 
venant to my Soul, without which] can 
do nothing z' that thy good Spirit may 
direct me into the Way EY -erlaſling , 
ro 


— 


". © Conſiderations of Death. 115 
to: krfow God and Jeſus Chriſt, which is 
*Life Eternal. Inflame me with love to 
thy ſelf, thy Laws and Commandments, 
Preſerve me from the fin of Preſumprion z 
ler the love of Holineſs in me expreſs ir 
ſelf, in the abandoning all- and every 
ſimilitude of fin from my heart, that 1 
may abhor that ( viz.) Sin, that once 
was ſo amiable to me. Let thy ſtrength 
appear in my weakneſs, and let thy 
grace be ſufficient for me, Accommodate 
me with a refolvedneſs to follow thee. 
Let Chriſt, Heaven , and Glory , be my 

Obje&t and my Mark to aim ar. Ler 

Chriſt be my Center, upon whoſe ac- 
count I conclude my impertect requeſts, 

in his owa words, fur Father , &Cc, | 
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. Conſiderations of Death, 


T. Onfider , That all the Pleaſures , 
- Treaſures, and Comforts, of 
" this Life, as Wife, Children, Goods, 
8 Gold, Friends, Lands, Livings , large 
' If Polleflions, Dignity, Honours, ſump- 
JF tuous Fare and pleaſant Profpects , ſpa- 
| cious Walks, delicate Gardens, nay, 
| even the World it (elf, in its luſtre and 
all that is therein, on which thou haſt 
KR 4 dored 


doted ſo much, and ſquandered ſo much 
time in, ſhall and muſt all at the ſtroke 
of Death , be extinguiſhed; the which, 
Heaven it ſelf, or any created Power, 
cannot prevent, but will quite be obhi- 
rerated and for ever loſt, never more to 
be minded or meddled with or enjoyed, 
- Either in this World or the World to 
come ; but in as much as we muſt give 
an account of our uſing and abuſing of 
them: When our breath goerh forth out 
of our Bodies , our thoughts periſh , and 
therefore make it thy buſineſs, and think 
it thy chiefeſt prudence to wean thy af- 
fections from this fading World , by little 
and little, with a reſolute and holy vio- 
lence, leaſt thou fing it harder to part 
with all at once. 

2. Cond. Todie, 1s but once to be 
done, and if we miſcarry in that, we 
mi{carry and are undone for ever : there- 
fore make it thy chief buſineſs to learn 
to die, It would be better never to have 
lived, than to be ignorant to die. Many 
will, nay doubtleſs, the prophaneſt 
wretch, will defire the death of the righ- 
reous ,/ but unleſs it be learnt before, 
by living the life of the righteous , you 
ſhall never learn nor know how to die. 
Q learn this leſſon, ſeeing there is no 
working 
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Conſiderations of Death. 137 
working in the Grave, whither we 

O. | 
, 3. Conſid, That if thou make the beſt 
preparation for Death thou canſt , thou 
wilt find it hard enough to die; if thy 
evidences be never fo firm and good, 
thou wile find that all will be little e- 
nough : if they be fair the Devil will 
blur them ; if he cannor blot them, he'll 
do what he can to accuſe thee; he is 
the accuſer of the Brethren ; he's the 
roaring Lian that will devour thee if 
he can. 

4. Conſid. That Death, if not pre- 
pared for , will look mighty ghaſtly and 
grim; he 1s called, , The King of Ter- 
rors and Fears; he'll ſurprize thee, for 
he comes ſuddenly, as a thief in the 
night : 'ris true, if he come, thou be- 
ing prepared , it will put an end to all 
_ thy fears, and diſpolleſs thee of terre- 
ſtrial ſubſtance , and poſlefs thee of a ce- 
leſtial and permanent ſubſtance. 

F. Couſid. That after Death, rhar 1s, 
after the Souls ſeparation from che Body, 
the Body will be buta loathſome fſpecta- 
cle, all thy friends will as ic were ,- ab- 
hor it. Abraham lays, Let me bury my 
acad out of ſiaht, | 

6. Conſid, That nothing will ayail the 
- | Soul, 


on (0 eration of Death. 


I 3 
{ -< Soul, but Grace anda good Conſcience, 
|, whenitſhall (after ſeparation from the 
| crafie Houſe of Clay) be brought before 

' the great Tribunalof the molt high God, 
to give an account of all the deeds, whe- 
ther good or bad, donein the Body. 

'7. Cenfid, That Chriſt , who offers 
Salvation now , by his Word and Mer- 
cies , ſhall then appear in flaming Fire , 
taking Vengeance on them that know 
him not, nor obey not his Goſpel. 

8. Confid That having paſt once his Sen- 
rence, whether of Life or Death, it will 
be abſolute and irrevocable. O there- 
fore, be not ſlothful in this work, leſt 
the bubble of thy life be extinguiſhed 
before thy work be done. 

9. Cenſid. That after Death, Gods 
Meſſenger , hath executed his office 
Cviz. ) cut the thread of thy life, thou 
muſt prefently appear before God, the 
great Judze, to receive either the ſen- 
tence of life, or the ſentence of eyer- 
laſting death. . | 


—— 
———— 
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Conſiderations of 7udgment. 


'O, Thou impenitent ſinner that wile die 
in thy fins. x.” Conſider, What a 
dreadful ſight the coming of the Son of 
Man in the Clouds will be; he whom 
thou haſt ſo often by thy fins pierced, 
whom thou haſt rejeted, ſcorned, and 
vilifled; and the blood thou haſt ſo often 
rod urder foot , mult then be thy Judge, 
from whoſe righteous ſentence there will 
be no appeal; now he ſtands to invite thee 
and woo thee, with the faireſt terms of 
love; but then he will pronounce thy 
dreadful doom ; and his poor redeemed 
ones , which now thou thinkeft not wor- 
thy to live, but doeit ſcorn, mock, re- 
vile, perſecute, and kill, will then fit 
on the Throne on the right hand of the 
Lamb, as thy Judges too. How then 
wouldſt thou wiſh Rocks to fall upon 
thee, and be behoking to Mountains to 
cover thce ,-nay, how fain wouldft thou 
change natures with Toads , or Serpents, 
Owls, or Batts, the worſt of Creatures z 
of that thou couloit be annihilated, and 
that thy immortal Soul ſhould become 
mortal, | 
- 2, Cou- 
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2. Confid. Alſo , That then all Relati- 

ons w:ll ceaſe, and ſo all Love, and 
worldly Friendſhip. Then . the loving 
Husband muſt rejoyce in the Damnation 
of the wicked Wiie : and the tender and 
indulgent Mother muſt ftand , ro: only 
with dry and cheerful Cheeks, and af- 
ſent ro the juſt Doom of her i Impent- 
tent Children, but glorifying Ged for exe- 
cuting his Jul tice and Vengeance upon 
,them. Therefore, O finner , if thou 
would have Chriit, Friends, and Rela- 
tions, be-friend thee at that day, be an 
unreconcileable enemy now unto thy 
fins; and be at peace with God through 
thy Redeemer. 

O miſerable ſinner, Conſider where 
wilt thou appear at rhat day, when God 
will make a ſeparation between good 
and bad; when thou muſt give an ac- 
count for all things done 1n the fleſh; 
for every thought of thine heart, ev e- 
ry word of thy mouth, every moment 
of time, every omiſſion of any holy duty, 
every commiſſion , all company thou 
cameſt in, every Sermon thou heareſt,, 
every Sabbath thou haſt miſpent ; and 
then all chy fias and villany, whether 
commirted ſ:cretly or openly, will be' 
viewed by the whole World. To pre- 

| vent 
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vent this, try now thy heart, life , cal- 
ling, thoughts, words, and deeds ; and 
arraign , accuſe, and condemn thy ſelf 
at the bar of thy Conſcience , that thou 
mayſt be acquitted at Gods Judgment 
Bar at the laſt day. 

If thou be a Saint , conſider , that then 
thy Soul and Body muſt make make a fe- 
cond, but a more happy, and Bleſſed mar- 
riage joyntly : and together to enjoy and 
be drown'd, as 1t were, in that glory, that 
God prepared for his Elect from before 
the Foundation of the World : then thy 
innocency ard righteouſneſs ſhall -. be 
clear, and made conſpicuous to the 
whole World ; when Chriſt fers thee at 
his right hand , when thy Friend, thy 
eldeſt Brother, and thy Husband, will 
be thy Judge; then thy Pains, Loſles , 
Croſſes, and Suffcrirgs, will be fally 
rewarded. Thy Perſecutors, Troublers, 
and Oppoſers , will be avenged upon 
and all thy good Deeds reckoned up to 
thy comfort, . but all fin done away. 
Then thou ſhalt fit on a throne crown'd 
with Immortality and Glgry, with thoſe 
judging the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael, and 
ſhalt hear that bleſſed , that wonder» 
fully acceptable , and heart-raviſhing in- 
vitation, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father F 
an 


142 Conſiderations of Hell. 
and mberit the Kingdom that was prepared 
for you from the foundation of . the World. 
When your Enemies and Troublers ſhall 
be packed to Hell, with this dreadful 
and fatal doom, Depart from me ye curſed, 
:3nto everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil 
and bis Angels. Depart from Glory, thar's 
Hell enough; depart with a curſe into 
fire, and thateverlaſting. 


— _— 


Conſiderations of Hell. 


Onfider firſt, The pain of lofs, priva- 
rion of Gods glorious preſence, and 
eternal ſeparation from thoſe everlaſting 
felicities, joys, and bliſs above; is the 
more horrible part of Hell : The Tor- 
ments and Miſerics of many Hells, in the 
judgment of the Learned , are nothing 
ro the ſhutring out everlaftingly , from 
the Kingdom of Heaven, andan unhap- 
py Banifhment, from the bearifical Vi- 
fion of the moſt Soveraign , onely, and 
chiefeſt good , the thrice glorious 7e- 
hovah, bleſſed for ever: Iſay, theloſs of 
any of theſe will be a far greater loſs 
than Ten thoufand Worlds, were they 
all compoſed of pureſt Gold, and brim- 
ful wich richeſt Jewels, Let therefore, 


every 
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every one in the Nameand Fear of God, 
as we would nor fora few bitter-ſweets, 
or avileluſt, inthis World, for an inch 
of time , loſe an inconceivable delight 
to all Eternity .in another World, with 
St. Chryſoſtom , chuſe rather the puniſh- 
ments of Helt than offend Chriſt. 


Tm 


Of the pains of Senſe. 


x; (OC Onſider the horror, anxiouſneſs, 

heart-corroding, and too late vain 
repentance; that will rorment thy Soul , 
for thy ſo ſinful tranſa&ed life : when 
thou thinkeft how many precious op- 
portunities thou mighreſt have improved 
for thy Souls eternal good , but haſt 
wilfully caſt them away; how many 
a good Sermon, and Soul-market thou 
didſt negligently go through? How many 
dreadful things thou haſt commurrted ? 
How .many neceſlary duties thou haſt 
omitted ? How thou\ haſt diſhonoured 
God , grieved Friends and Relations , 
and when thou waſt call'd upon to re- 


ent, thou wouldſt not turn and hve? 


Ah! I fay, ſuch conſiderations as theſe, 
will then rear thy Soul to pieces ; and be 
a great part of thy Hell, 


_ 2, And 


_ 
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2. And as tothe things thau doeſt at 
preſcar feel, they will be unexpreſſible: 
There is no tongue can expreſs, or heart 
conceive, the extremity and exquiſiteneſs 
of it; all that the angry Arm of an Al- 
mighty power can infli& upan thee, O 
ſinner , ſhall be inflited upon thee to the 
full. 

In a word, If the ſeveral pains of Dif- 
eaſes and Maladies, incident to our Na- 
rure; nay, and add to it all the moſt 
exquiſite and unheard of Tortures, Cs, 
[t be colle&ed all into one extream anguiſh, | 
i! yet it will be nothing ro the Tormenc 
itt which ſhall ever poſſeſs and plague the | 
a leaſt part of a damned Body. | | 
tt And as for rhe Soul , ler allthe griefs, 
it horrors, and diſpairs, that ever rent in 
pieces any heavy heart, and vexed con- 
ſciences, &c, be heapt rogether into 
one extream Terror, it would all fall 
infinitely ſhort of that deſperate rage 
and reſtleſs anguiſh, which ſhall eternal 
| torture the leaſt and loweſt faculty of the 
it Soul. Oh what rational man that hath 
Underſtanding , Att:Ctions and Sentes, 
_wonld:not tremble at fuch thoughts as 
thefe5—and ſeriouſly projet how to e- 
vade all this? 

3. As to the everlaſtingneſs of theſe 
Tortures, 
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ther Hell ro thee. . O Eternity, Eternity 
upon Which depends the height , lengrh , 
breadth, and depth of immorrality in the 
World to come, even two Eteruities, the - 
one infinitely Blefſed , and the other in- 
finitely Curſed ; the loſs of. everlaſting 
joys , and lying in eternal flames, and 
never ending pleaſures or pains follow 
the well or miſpending this momentupon 
Earth. T2000 FI TOS 

With what  unwearied Care and 
Watchfulneſs ought we to watch all the 
days of our appointed rime., to-make our 
Calling and Election fure.? With what in- 
duſtry and diligence toply this Moment, 
to fit us for that Erernny. 


® id 
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Of the Joys of Heaven, 


—He excellency of Heaven , no mor= 
tal Hearr, no finite Head, can poſſi- 

bly Conceive or Comprehend. 
The Eye of Man hath ſeen Woriderful 
Things, and the Ear heard moſt Delicious 


and Raviſhing Melody ; the Hearc can 


Conceive and Imagine ftrange Feliciries, 
yer cannot Apprehend this. Our Graci- 
ous God in his Holy and unſearchable 
| L Wiſdom 
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| Fortures , conſider that that will be ano- 


— _ 


' Of the Joys of Feaven, 
Wiſdom doth'detain from the Eye of our” 
Underſtanding, a full comprehenſion of |} - 
the moſt Glorious ſtate:above ; ro Exer- C 


ciſe in_the- mean time, 'Qur Faith, Love, 
Obedience, ' Patience, &c. Heaven is cal- 
cd a great City , - a Place moſt Glorious || 


above all» Compariſon , [and Conceir. 


Wherein-:many Manſions -:are ' Prepared, I} 
for- many: thouſands of: glorified bodies 4 5 
after the laſt;day, belidrs the numberleſs } © 
numbers of blefſed Angels. + 
_ with what. infinite: ſweet Delight E 
'glorious Souls be Drowned, in the yy 
Imaginarions .of theſe Felicyics, whilft i "Ie 
this vale of Tears. t 
Heaveh is cxtted the Kingdom of God, , 
of his own making: who: doth all things 
like himſelf. Pc 
* Tr is called an Inheritance, a rich and N} , 
glorious Inheritance; : .an-Inherirance of | 
the Saints in Light, an Inhericance =o I 
ruptiblez a-Crown of -Righreouſheſs ; xy 
Crown of Lifez a Crown of Glory ; bg Sp 
exceeding Eternal weight of Glory; ful: 
neſs of Joys; Everlaſting Pleaſures, _ 
W ho-would not be raviſht with the ve- 
ry thoughts: of this eternal and match- 
leſs Glory , to whichall other things are 
butasloſsand dung; and in comparifon of V 
whom are not worthy mentioning, be 
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Bodies. 


T7 ſhall be made like the Glorious 
Body of Chriſt ; and tlatis Honour 
enough; and Happineſs ; too befides their 
freedom - from all Defets and Imperfe- 
ions, they ſhall be. like the Angels of 
Godin Heaven. Pains, Miſeries, and all 
Evils, they ſhall have 'an Everlaſting Re- 
demption from : and ſhalt be Crowned 
Gloriouſly with many poflitive' Preroga+ 
tives, Ec. 

I. mortality ; ;Glorified bodics cannot 
poſſibly dic. 

2. * Amex z never moreto be 
obnoxious to the leaſt Corruption, or:Pu- 


þ TcfaQtion,*or Diflolution.: They ſhall be 


Spiritual and Heavenly as-the Angels-in 
Heaven ; and in all: «_jpgr ſubject te ro the 
rol: God. > 99601: 


4 x 
\ 
—————_—. Lu — 
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Of the Heppinef of the Soul.” 


WE ſhall know as we are known; our 
Memory ſhall be perfeQted, we ſhall 


be deatifically a. 04 with a _ 
2 | 


.and glorious ſight of God himſelf; which 
Divines call a Bearifical Viſion. 
Ir is ſufficient that in Heaven we ſhall 
ſee him face to face, whoſe very Coun- 
renance tobehold is the life of the Soul. 
It raviſheth.the Souland fills ir; yea, as full 
a$Severit can holdor contain; infomuch, 
gs ſome that have had but a glimpſe of it, 
whileſt in this lower Orb, have cryed or , 
Enxonzh, enongh, Lord, I can held no wore. 
Andifſo ful: by one glance-here,whar ſhall 
it be when immerg'd in the middeſt of that 
boundleſs Ocean of Immortality and Glo- 
ry, that\for its Immenfity can never be 
cefined. Pax] (when taken up inthe Third 
_ Heaven) faw things unutterable,nort to be 
expreſs d by any mortal man : asif he 
| ſhould have ſaid , If any one ſhould ask me 
' What I ſaw, I ſaw things a thouſand times be- 
ond what I or any mortal man can expreſs or 
cages rs heighrh; breadth, ny 
an that glory that is prepared 
rhe — yrs ones ab4 of the 
the World ; Eye hath not ſeen, Ear bath not 
beard, neither hath it entered into the heart i 
212n 10 conceive,what great things are laid up 
for them thas love God. O happy Soul,that 
ſhall be drowned in this boundleſs happi- 
nefs.: No wonder if the ſenſe of this makes 
Martyrs to rejoyce in their ſufferings: Pal 
defired to be diſſolved. A 
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be 
wird 
3 be 
bas Chriſt. MY Beloved, whyfeareſt thou,and 
hes art ſo diſquieted within thy . 
- ar {Elf ? doſtthou well robe angry with my 
th, | Chaftiſement ? And why arr thou offended 
#forf bat] ſhould make thee like unto my ſelf, ' 


cauſing thee to walk in thatway,of inward 
and outward griefs; which I did tread 
before thee ? Why refuſeſt thou” to take 
up my Croſs and follow me, and toraſte 
of that Cup that I drank before thee ? 

- Sox. © Lord, give me of that Spirit of 
thine, and that trouble with thee, and for 
thee, "ſhall be ſweet unto mc, Wharſoe- 
L3 , ver 
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ver thou didſt bear, it was for me: and if 1 
were ſo diſpoſed, as Iſhould ; then wauld 
] be content to bear all thar thou my God, 
ſhouldft lay upon me. But ah alaſs it is my 
curfed Corruption , that makes me think 
thy Croſs my Burthen , Lord therefore 
uphold me by thy Grace, that I may 
count thy Yoke eaſie, and find Joy ,in 
thoſe Sufferings with thee. | 

Chriſt. I know the cauſe of thy Grief 
and Tertor to be the. Confideration of thy 
Sin : but I pray thee ,why lookeft thou ſo 
ro thy Sins, that thou lookeſt not alſo to 
my Mercies? Why wouldft thou ſo extol 
thy evil deeds, that thou ſhouldiſt ſo exte- 


-nuate my rich Mercies? or in any way 


compare the one with the other ? Was it 
for thy good deeds thar I firſt entredin- 
to friendſhip with thee ? and thinkeſt thou 
now that for thine evil deeds, I will for- 
ſake thee? Seeing it 1s among my praiſes, 
that the work that I begin 1will perfect? 
I like it well indeed, to ſee thee grieved 
for the Sins thou haſt committed againſt 
me;burt I would have thee alſo be comfort- 
ed in the Mercics lhave ſhewed thee. Call 
to mind my works of Old, and what] 
have done to thee, and for thee, ſince 
thou canſt Remember: How cared Ifor 
thee in thy tender years? look back _ 
an 
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and fee, did northe Angel of my preſence 
fead thee : when thou hadſt 'no wiſdom , 
no ſtrength to Govern thee ? Did Inor 
then begin to acquaint thee. with the 
Knowledg and Fear of my Name? Canft 
thou deny now that my Mercy! preſerved 
thee from thy Sins, whereunto thy Na- 
ture was prone, and ready to have decli- 
ned? And when thou finnedft, with what 
long patience have -I waired thy turning , 
and how lovingly have I winked ar thy 
tranſgreſſions? - And when I thad given 
thee Grace, to repent of thy Sins, and 
to ſeek- my Favour and Mercy for the 
Sins of thy youth, with a melting Hearr, 
and a mourmng Eye, canſt thou deny, 
that I have filled thy Heart with my Joys 
and made thy tongue burſt outcin Glo- 
rifying Speeches : and why then wilt 
not thou truſt in my Mercies to the end. 
Soxl. I were Lord moſt unthankful, if 
I ſhould not confeſs, that many a time 
in the multitude of my thoughts thy mer- 
cies have comforted me : bur ah alasI 
have not - anſwered thy loving kindneſs; 
for after many mercies- received. I have ' 
finned againſt thee, contrary to my 
light-; and my Sins are now before me, + 
witneſſing that lamfunworthy to taſte any 
more of thy Mercies. | 
L 4 Chriſt. 
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Chriſt. Is my mercics for a day , or for 


a year ;z Oris it for ever andever to them. 


whom [ have made mine by my Suffer- 
ings? Wilt thou reftrain my Mercies, and 
limic them within ſo narrow Bounds, as 
to think they cannot. be Extended over 
all thy Tranſgreſſions 2 Wilt thou meaſure 


my mercies with ſo narrow a Span, asto 
think I have no more jo Give, than thou 


haſt an Heart to Receive ?Is it not among 
my praiſes, that | amableto give ro my 
Children, more than they are able tothink 
or ask of me? Knoweſt thou not, that-as 
the Heavens are abovethe Earth, ſomy 
thoughts are above thine ? Haſt thou nor 
confidered that my Mercies is above all 
my Works; how mych more than is it a- 
bove thee, who art nothing in Compari- 
ſonof my Works ? Andifabove thee, how 
rauch more above all thar thou canſt do ? 
Why then wile thou match thy Sins with 
my Mercies? If I require ſuch Mercies 


in my Children, as I will have one to for- 


give another, not only Seven times, -but 
Seventy times ſeven times:whatpitty, com- 
paſſion, and readineſs to forgive js in my 

Self? 
Therefore my beloved deſpair not, for 
the multitude of thy ſins; but be comfort- 
ed with the promiſes of my Mercy. _ 
made 
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made them without any exceptionof time, 
for at what time ſeever 4 finner doth repent - 
bim of bis fins, I bave promi'ed, to put away 
his wickedneſs oxt of my remembrance : | have 
made them without exception of fins; 
for albeit your fins were as Scarlet, they ſhall 
be meds as white as Snow. I have made 
them without exception of Perſons ; for 
om bis wicked ways, 
I fball receive him. Let this threefold uni- 
verſality of my promiſe ſuſtain thee, that 
thy Infidelity .contratt not my Mercies 
into narrower boupds, thanl have extend- 
ed them. 

Soxl. Be merciful, O Lord, to my Infi- 
delity ; I believe in Chriſt, Lord, helpmy 


* unbelief; Stabliſh and Confirm my unſta- 


ble heart with thy good and holy Spirit. 
My Confcience doth.in ſuch ſort condemn 
me,that I ftand in fear of thy Juſtice ; for 
thou art greater than the Conſcience, and 
wilt much -more condemn me ; if thou 
doſtenter into Judgment with me, 

Chrift. © my deloved,. conſider that 
the cauſe of thy diſquietneſs is, becauſe 
that with the one Eye thou lookeſt unto 
thy Sins, -and—unto thy Fathers Juſtice 
with the other; and that is the reaſon of. 
thy diſquietneſs : but doth not look unto 
me in whom his Juſtice is ſatisfied, _— 

- thy 


thy Sins already puniſhed. Tell me (1 
pray thee) doſt thou think'to get within 
thy ſelf, and in the holineſs ofthy Diſpo- 
firion, that which will Exempr thee from 
the fear of his Juſtice; or art thou con- 
rent to ſcek. it of me? If in thy ſelf thou 
ſeekeſt it, remember what thou art a do- 
ing : Wilt thou have the Lord bound and 
obliged to thee? Wilt thou be thine own 
Saviour? or ſhall it be faid his mercy ſaved 
thee not? If no Miſery were-in thee, 
whereupon ſhould his mercy be manife- 
ſed? and ifthy Diſpofirion in the Earth, 
were every way ſuch as it ſhould ke, then 
what remaineth but that the praiſe of 
his Mercy ſhould leſs appear : turn thee 
there fore .unto me, /and ſeek thy ſelf in 
me. If thou wilt know whar is thine; thou 
art a ſinner; letmy praiſe be reſerved to 
my ſelf, 1am thy Saviour. Eſteemeſt thou 
that my wounds are ineffeQual, or thar 
there is no force in my ſufferings ; count- 
eſt thou this, as that my Vertue and Meric 
cannot- cure them? Will a Phiſician pour 
out a rare Ointment, where no need is, 
or clſe, where it cannot profit? and 
thinkeft thou that my Father would 
Have my Blood to be ſhed in vain? Ifhis 
Juftice terrifie thee, remember it was ſa- 
tisficd in me';; and that he pronounceth 

| this 
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this Sentence himſelf, This x my beloved 
Son in whom ] am well pleaſed. 1 came 
into the World , not to ep the righteous, 
but ſinners ro repentance. Tarry nor 
from me becauſe thou art a ſinner , but 
for that cauſe come to me and I will re- 
freſh thee. 

Soul. OLord, I know that there is a 
cleanſing and reconciling Vertue in thy 
Blood; that Life is in thy Death; but 
ſtill I fear my ſins deſerve thou ſhouldeſt 
neither apply thy Vertue, nor thy Merir, 
to me: for ah! alas, I find thartyer the 
old Manis ſtrong and lively in me; and 
that yer the motions of fin have power 
in me to bring forth fruit unto death. 

Chriſt. Be not, Ipray thee, injurious 
to the work of my Grace in thee ; com- 
plain not ſo of thy Corruption , but that 
thou mayeft give unto me mine own 
Praiſe. Canſt thou deny but that thou 
haſt fele my Power working in thy Soul ? 
Have 1 not ſprinkled thy Conſcience with 
my pacifying Blood ; from which hath ' 
flowed an atteſtation of good things z 
ſuch a ſenſe of mercy, as many times 
hath filled thy heart with Joy , and thy 
_ mouth with a ſong of Praiſe? Have not 
I ſtirred thee up in great fervency to 
call on the Name of the Lord? Have I 

; not 


nor\made thee to give my Name a pub- 
lick ceftimony ; with thine own difadvan- 


rage z and how oft hath thine heart been 
eq 


ually moved at the hearing of my 

Word, in ſuch fort as it hath wrought in 
thee an holy remorſe and inward con- 
rtrition for tay ſins, which hath broken 

Gur into tears? - Havel not made thee a 

wreſtler againt thine inordinate Jufts ? 

Have I not; given thee ſtrength many a 

rime to ſtand againſt Sathans tentations, 

whereas if 1 had feft thee to thy ſelf, 
hew oft hadit thou been made a prey to 
thine enemy ? 

' . Remembereſt thou not that the Temp- 
ter hath aſſaulte1 thee , but I have wi 
drawn the occaſion of thy fin ; and when 
the occaſion ſerved did I not reſtrain and 
hold back the Tempter ? - yea, when both 
the occaſion and the Tempter were pre- 
fent, have I not filled thy heart-with the 
fear and love of my Name ; and ſo kept 
thee from ſinning againſt me ? And where- 

as. many times thou of thy weakneſs 
haſt offended, did -I not with a melr- 
1ng Heart and a mourning Eye, raiſe thee 

again, and renew my former familiarity 
with thee? fo that thou Canſt never ſay 
from-the firſt hour I began torenew thee, 
that I ſuffered thee to he in thy fs, as 
ave 
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have done Others , thar are ſtrangers to 
my Grace ? Ard many notable effefts of 
my workings in thee, thou canſt not 
deny. - 
Arc not theſe undoubted tokens of my - 
Grace in thee? Will Nature do fith 
things 2 Mayeſt- not thou feel that by 
theſe 1 have begun to apply to thee my 
merit for the remiſſion of thy fins, and 
my vertue for quickning thee to a_ new 
life ? Therefore think of thy ſelf as baſely 
as thou wilt , but let the work of my 
Grace be eſteemed of tice, according 
ro the excellency of ir. Be humble and 
caſt down when thou lookeſt upon thine 
own corruption , I find no fault with ery 
bur I rejoyce at the new workmanſhip I 
have "begun m thee, Indeed, if there 
were nothing in thee, but that which 
thou haſt of Nature , thy eſtate were mi- 
ſerable : bur ſeeing thou ſeeſt a new 
workmanſhip in thee , be comforted. 
Art thou ſo 1n darkneſs that there is 'no# 
tightin thee ? thar beſides it , thereisnot 
in thee a will to do good alſo , and a 
fone to righteouſneſs ? It thou ſayeſt tho 
haft- no ſin in thee, thou art a liary 
ane thinkeſt thou that I who have be- 
gun to-tranſlate thee from darkneſs ro 
tighe and to make thee a new — 
Wi 


pry 


will leave thee , until I have done my 


beloved , give not car to thine - own 
Corruption and Satan, as to take their 
reftimony againſt thee , or .to make 


thee think that my pledges that; I have - 


given thee, are not worthy of credit ; 
thar by them thou ſhouldeſt be affured of 
mercy 

Soul I cannot deny Gs) Lord) but that 

many. times I have felc the ſwcetnefs of 
thy conſolations ; which have greatly re- 
Joyced my Soul. - Bur alas! my grief is 
ſo much the greater , thiar by mine own 
default I ſhould now be deprived of them; 
for I have grieved thy holy Spirir.z yea, 
I have done whar I could to quench him ; 
and therefore it is that the Comer, 
who was wont to refreſh my. Soul , 
away, nor can | feel his preſence wich 
me as before. 

Chriff. Becauſe Iam not changed, cthere- 
fore is it that the Sons of Jacob are not con- 
fameg. . Many indeed arc the changes 
whereunto ye are ſubjeft, bur 1 remain 
che Game, and there is no ſhadow of alte-- 
ration in. me; fares 1-17. Be not afraid 
(O my well beloved) neither eſteem thy 
ſelf ro be rejeted of me ; albeit I 
ſometimes hide my Face from thee; all 


my 
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my ways are mercy and truth to mine- 
It is for thee that ſometimes I go from 
thee, and it is for thee that again I turn 
unto thee; for if I come it is for thy 
conſolation , that continual heavineſs 
through manifold remprations ſhould not 
oppreſs thee ? How oft haſt thou found 
this , when thou waſt ſick of love I have 
Ntrengthened .thee with the Flaggonsof. 
Wine , and comforted thee with my Ap+ 
ples; my fruit hath been ſweet in thy 
mouth , and I have put my lefc hand 
under thy head , and with my right hand 
I. have embraced thee ; Can. 2. Bur leaft 
the greatneſs of my conſolations ſhould 
Exalt thee to diſdain: thy Brother, and 
offend me, by impuring that tothine own. 
diſpoſition, I have again drawn theſe glo- 
rious feelings from thee ; give me the 
praiſe, that I know beſt what is expedient 
for thee: Had: my ſervant Paxl need ro 
be humbled with the buffers of Sathan ; 


leſt he ſhould beexalicd above meafure, 


by the greatneſs of his Revelations: and 
haſt not thou need that by my -inwart 
excrciſes I ſhould hold thee humble? If my 
comfort were always preſent with-thee, 
thou wouldeſt think that thy Heaven, and 
permanent City, were on Earth ; and ſo 
ceaſe to inquire for a better to come? 
Thou 


Thou wouldeſt take the place of thy Ba- 
niſhment for thy home, and the Earneſt 
for the Principal Summe which have pro- 


miſed thee. Confider this wiſely with thy 


ſelf, thac albeit I ſmile not alike on thee 
art all times; and fill thee not always 
with my. Joys, yet I always fove thee; 
if thou continue in my Love: for whomT 
Jore I love unto the end. If 1 cloſe my 
Chamber. door upon thee; it is not to 
hold thee out : it is to learn thee to knock, 
If Icover my ſelf with many vails, thar 
thou canſt not ſee a glance of my loving 
Countenance  'tis only to ſtir thee up 
ſeek me : and if ſometimes I ſeem to go 
from thee, 'tis to provoke thee to follow 
me; © that thou mayeſt make haſte from 
the Earth to Heaven, where thou ſhalt 
injoy me without intermiſhion. Was Fofeph 
ſo wiſe as to conceal his tender affeCtion 
from his Brethren, till he on them toan 
humble acknowledgment of their fin? And 
was heagain ſo loving,as whenhe faw them 
fo humbled, his affetion was enflamed, 
and compelled him toreveal himſelf unto 
them? And thinkeſt thou that 1 am teſs 
wiſe and loving in dealing with mine ? 
I gave at firſt ſharp anſwers rothat Wo- 
man of Canaens Petitions z and ſo will F, 
to deal roughly , ſeemingly, with _ 
2 whom 
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Wand @ Deſquret Soul. —.. 165 
whom I love, and to be'angry , evenat 

their Prayers ; but in the ehd*T will. -* 
makemy love. manifeſt to them, and 
with , mine endleſs mercies imbrace' 
them rn OR a She th | 

| Seal. Suffer me yet once again (Lord) 
to ſpeak unta thee , that thou mayeſt an- 
fer me, /and I ſhall complain' no more. 
If we faw that ſuch were our Diſpoſition, 
as thy holy Word doth require in us, 
then ſhould thy comforts rejoyce us: bur 
alas; how far am I from that which L 
ſhould: be; my ſtrength is enfeebled , 
| therefore do- mine _inordjnate 'affeftions 
oft-rimes overcharge me. If I turn me to, * 
pray, I cannot for the hardneſs of mine 
hearr ; the contrite ſpirit , the melting 
heart , the mourning eye is'gone from 
me. If -I ſeek comfort in thy Word 1 find 
it not: I am rrqubled alſo with doabrings ; 
armies of fears and ſorrows are againſt 
me, andall through weakneſs of my faith; 
partly for want of that light that 
ſhould inform me ; my infidelity abuſerh ' 
'me to think that thy viſitations.. come 
fromthine anger ; and cauſethrme to an- 
ſwer the Reproofs of my conſcience, as if 
they were juſt occaſions ; and partly for 
want of that apprehending and applying 
Vertue that is in Faith. lam ſpotied of 


M the 


« 


the comfort that thy 'W ord hath offered 


unto me. "Therefore (O Lord) have pity 


on the deſolate ſtate of my Soul. 


Chriſt, Let not { my beloved ) the 


conſiderations of thy . wants , -defees;, 
and imperfe&ions diſcourage thee. Re- 
member that the meaſure of Grace 
which I have given to my Saihts upon 
Earth ; -I have called ir an Earneſt- 
penny , and Firſt-fruits of the Spirit , 
ro tell .chem that whatever grace they 
have gotren , it is nothing in compar 
ſon of chart which they will get. Seek not 
» That therefore in the Earth which I have 


reſolyed ro givethee, no wayes, till thou 


' come to Heaven; thy Bleſiedneſs in this 
Life ftands.not in a fatiery and full enjoy- 
ing of that-which thou would'ſt have, but 
- In an-hungring and thirſting for it, If 1 
had pronounced them Bleſſed, that are 
now fatisfied with Rightcouſheſs, then 
thy wants might moſt juſtly diſcourage 
. thee: ButIcalled them Blefled that hun- 

ger : If therefore thou doſt follow after 
SanCtifica Rene art weary with the ſer- 
vitude of thy {in, if thoudoſt ſeek comfort 
in my Word, and can find none of theſe 
at the firſt, as thou wouldeſt, yet remem- 
ber Thave promiſed to, fulfil the defires of 
them that feer me,; If itgreiye thee that 
KEW es thou 
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and a Diſquiet Soul. 163 
thou canſt not pray atall times alike; re- 
member that my Children are oftentimes 
evil judges of themſelves; and that their 
Eſtate is not alwayes to be meaſured ac- 
cording to their feeling : for many Pray- 
ers may be made in them to me, by my 
Spirit, with ſighs and ſobs, which they 
themſelves are not able to expreſs, yer 
are known - to me, and are like loud 
crying Voices, which I cannot bur an- 
ſwer. 5 OEY 
_ _ Soxl. O my Soul content thee with the 
Lords diſpenſations, and doubt nothbut all 
thy wants and holy deſires ſhall all be fa- 
tified, Remember how careful thy Sa- 
viour was of thoſe People that followed 
him, 7 have Compaſſion (ſaith he) on this 
People, becanſe they have continaed with me 


alreddy three ajes, and have nothing to eat" _ 


1 will not l:t them depart faſting, leſt, they 
| faint in the way: O moſt ſweet and com- 
fortable Speeches, . they ſeek not from 
him, and heis careful togive them: if he 
was ſo careful to ſatisfie their Bodily. ne- 
ceſſities, will he neglect the Spiritual ne- 
cetfitics of his own. They followed him 
rhree dayes, and he counted it a. long 


# +» z < 


time; they are to go from him, and he 
feared left_they ſhould faint, O my di- 
firuſtful Soul, wilt thou once learn to truſt 
in the Mercy of thy bo aſſuredly2 Wilt 


he... 


he not ſatiate thee who ſeeks him 2 Wil. 


he not anſwer thee who prays unto him ? 


Will he not care for thee who haſt waited 
upon him , not three dayes, but many 
years? And will he ler thee faint in follow- 
ing 'him, who would not ler them faint 
who were to go from him? O fweet Sa- 
viour, happy are they that truſt in thee. 
Lord, therefore increaſe my Faith in thee, 
that nothing be able ever to ſeparate me 
from thee. © Ns Ch: Sang 
Chriſt. As for the weakneſs of thy faith, 
which TI ſee is the ground ' of all thy 
trouble,” proceedeth';either from the 
want bf knowledge, or cMe from the want 
of Application : "Tis indeed a fpecial be- 


nefir, to have.che mind enlighrned with. 


true light: ſeek therefore my: light to 
thine unto thee, by continual Prayer, and 

ſeeking into the Sctiptures, that thou be 
- not troubled with the error” of conſci- 
ence; a$'ifit were a juſt accuſation, I have 
ingeed ſet conſcience to be a warner unto 
thee; . but then ſhalr thou take heed to 
her warnings, when they are warranted 
by my Word. If theerrof of thy conſci- 
Ence terrifie thee in any thing, and make 
thee think that thyCroffes and Viſitations 
do come from mi;,e anger ; go and inform 
conſcience better þy the'Word : Remember 
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whim 1 chaftiſe, love; and when | cha- 


ſtiſe thee, þ amnor ſeeking ſatisfattion to 


my juſtice : What wonder ſuch, thoughts 


diſquitt many ? "Conſider (I pray thee) 


that notable promiſe of mine, made tomy - 


Servant David, and in him to all the reſt 
of my Saints ; . 1f they break my Statutes, 
I will wifit their Tranſyreſſions ' with 
mpy Rods; yet my loving kindneſs will 
I not take from them, nor alter my Covuc- 
want. | 

Soul. OWord full of comfort {my Soul) 
forget it never, that even when his Rods 
are laid on thee ; and though thy Tranſ- 
grefſions be many, yet will he not alter 
his: Covenant with 'thee > Remember it 
(Ifay) that in thy trouble thou give no 
more place to thoſe miſ-conceprions of 


Gods working with thee : as godly-?ob . 
though in his trouble, that the Lord was . 
prrſning him for his ſins, and making him ta . 


Pifſeſs the miquity of hisYouth ; whichas yet 


appears, by rhe courſe of that Riſtory,was * 
nottheLords intention :So have l thought 


many times-that the heavy hand of the 
Lord laid on me, had proceeded from his 


wrath; as if he had ſhur'up hiscenderMer- : 
from me in diſpleaſure for ever. But 


Lord let thy Light abide with me; that I 
finno more with ſuch diftruſtful morions 
M3 ' againſt 


| 
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further to thy Servant, for thy comiorts 
have rejoyced my Soul. 

Chriſt, Now concerning the weakneſs 
of thy faith, in the apprehenſion and ap- 
fication of my Promiſes : Remember that 
I am he that will not break the bruiſed 
Reed, nor quench the Smoaking. Flax, 
What ſmaller thing is there than a Grain - 
of Muſtard-ſeed, albeit the meaſure ofthy 
faith wereno more, yet haveI not exelu- 
dedit from the participations of my pro- 
miſe. A loving Father will delight tobe 
holden by the hand of his tender CRild , 
and knoweſt thou not, that as 4 Father 
ſpareth his Sou; ſo will the Lord ſpare bins 
that fears him. Raft thou not read that 
although the faith of. my Seryant 7acob, 
was very weak, as thou mayeſt perceive 
by the great fear he conceived of Eſas ; 
yet his weak faith was able to hold merill 
I Bleſſed him : be ndt therefore difcoura- 

ed; for albeit, thou canſt nor lay hold 
with the hand of ſtrong faith, if thou 
canft but touch the Hem of my Garment 
with thy Finger, thou ſhalt .draw vertue 
outof me. Conſider alſo with thy. ſelf, 
that the faith of my Children is never 
greater, than when their feeling i is weak- 
eſt, and leaſt Dee 'Tis caſic for e- 

very 


—_ and. now Lord ſpeakon yet 


PRIN -_ 292. 
mga 4232833525 


yer 


G pe ES L -, 
—_ þ Ma hk WET TORR $0 "a wat —_— , 
To. - JJ 4 TEA S Fo ad wie RS .. : ” "W" od , os . 
Bn gs . ; 47 th oY Fx , RW TI 
# + . . £ 
A ap # Hs W/7 ry I 1 : 
a £ p , % 
” 


-F very oneto believe, in the mid'ſt of glo- 
rious feelings, and unſpeakable'Joys: but 
when a man can feel no comfort in me, 
_ andyet believeth'on me, and waiteth on 

me for comfort, certainly the faith of 
that-maniis great. ' And ſuch was the 
_ faith of my fervant, who in his greateſt 
trouble gave me this anſwer, Albeit thow 
ſlay me, yet will I truſt in thee, O Lord, Yet 
both againſt ſenſe and feeling. And did 
not alſo that Woman of Canaan, with in- 
vinceable faith -cleave unto'my mercy, e- 
ven then whenthe had no feeling of mer- 
cy. ITgave herno favourable anſwer, for 
_ in the endI call'd her faith a great 

_—_ 

"Soul. © Lord, thou art the ftrength 
whereby I ſtand in tentarion ; curſed be 
he that would make my Soul coriceive 
wrongfully of thee. Be merciful O Lord 
unto _me.,, and. never let the malice of 
mine Enemies prevail over -me. Sweet 
7eſms, keep the heart, that through thine 
own Grace wauld fain keep'thee: And 
now my Soul, remember that this is bur 
the time of fighting ;. the tiftie of triumph- 
iog will come: © Why then ſhall the'con- 
 tinuance'of hls Feet Ie s rhotghts diſqui- 
et thee? If thou hadft nevep been'victo- 
rious but once inall thy life rime, yet what 
| _ "a IS .. _- -.. "0 
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' mercy-had,jt-been, that the Lord in the 


midſt of the Bartel, ſhould make one to. 


rriumph 2, Bur thou canſt not deny that 
many joyful Victories now. and. before 
hath the Lordgiven thee... ; 
Therefore now, my, Soul, reJoyce and 
return. unto..thy. farmer, reſt ;_ for the 
Lord hath: been beneficial. ro thee: and 


account EVETyY ONE. of " theſe remporal 


viftorics ,;.a pledge to thee of that full 


and final, yittory , thar once thou ſhalr 


enjoy over:all thine enemies ; when the 
God of Peace ſhall” tead, down Sathan 
under. ;0F fecr, 


The Soul rejoyceth in the Lora. 

Lend a if ſuch comtore be i in thy 

Crok, -whatis in.thy Crown ?. And 
1f thou doett give us ſich. Joy, when 
thou rakeſe.ug anto. thine hand to Ccor- 
rett us with zhy;rods.;. 'Lord what wilt 
THOU, MaKE MS; 49 gg 2; When thou. ſhalc 


embrace vs;4n. thy. Arms, ro kiſs us with 
the Kiſs fa, thy. Mouth? O thar theſe 


feelipgs.,mi Tt for. exer, abide with me! 
Whar.cxouble, would. not be caſie where 
'thy GEE” are preſent? Surely (.O 
Lord ) all trouble vaniſheth, ſo _ as 
thou 


 » anda Diſquitt Soul. _ 


thou doeſt begin to glance upon, my 
Soul, Therefore, O my Love, my Lighr, 
my Life, my Joy, my Crown, my 
Glory ,- my Strength , help. in the time 
of need ; ſtand thou on my fide, and I 
will not fear what my Enemy can do 
unto me. O happy time' that ever [ 
knew thee ! Bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lorg for evermore. 


L— — 


The Souls triumph over Sathan, 


O Enemy, Sathan, albeit thine enmity 
be troubleſome unto me; yet] thank 

my God, through Jeſus Chrift, that thou 
art againſt me, and that he hath putme 
in his Warfare ro fighr againſt thee. When 
I confider that in Paradiſe the Lord pro- 
claimed irreconcileable enmity berween 
thee and my-dteffed Saviour , the Seed 
of theWoman, Chriſt Jeſus zI account my 
_ hope happy thar thou art againſt me, and 
that Grace is givento me to fight againſt 
thee ; for thereby I know that l am none 
of thine: bur 1 do ſtand on that fide 
whereof Chriſt is the Captain,all his Saints 
are Souldiers,, and the Victory is moſt 
certain. 

O deceitful Serpent, -if I have found, 
ſuch error ariſing from thoſe fins which 
fool- 
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fooliſhly. I did by thy inticements; what 


ſhould I have found if I had followed 
thee in all the reft , from the which the } 


Lords preventing mercy kept me. TI 
haye learned by experience, that thou 
art a faitchlefs Traytor ; thou doſt tempt 
' a man tofin, and for the ſame ſins that 
be did by thy inftigation commit, thou 
art he that doth firſt accuſe him. 
' The Lord confirm this good purpoſe 
of my heart', that i never hearken any 


more to thy lying. words ; and ſuffer not 


my Soul to be circumvented with thy 
deceirfal ſnares : And as for the work of 
my Salvation, ſeeing it isa work that my 
God will wark in ſpite of thee ; ' where- 


e ſhall I regard thy teſtimony ? Thou 


dſt pur it into queſtion ro my Saviour, 
whether or no he was the Son of God ; 
and what .wonder if thou dareſt ſay un- 
to. his Children , that they-are none of 
his? Is there any truth ſo undoubred 
that thou. wilt not deny at any time ? 
Why. ſhall I enter. into diſputing with 
thee any more? My Salvation ſtanderh 
neither in thy queſtioning, nar in my 


anſwering, but upon the Lords unchange- 


- ablelaveof Elettion. | 
If thou ſhouldeſt ſpeak for me, yet ſhould 
I nat be theberter ; neither if thou ſpeak 
| againſt 


oY \ 


anda Diſquiet Sout.-/ 


E nit me am I the worſe. When thou 
didft confeſs that Jeſus was the Son: of 
| God; he rebuked thee, and thought 'it 
no honour ro him to have thy tceftimo=- 
' ny. When thou didſt cry out , that 
Paul and Silas were the ſervants of the 
moſt high God; albeit thou ſpakeſt the 
truth”, yer did_ they not accept of thy 
ceftimony : ſo. although: thau wouldeſt 
| ſay to me, that were the ele& Child 
of God, fhall I think: my felf the furer 
for that 3; and if on the contrary thou 
doſt deny it, am I therefore the more 
unſure of Salvation ? Speak what 'thou 
wilc, thou art always like thy ſelf; thou 
haſt been a liar from the Eeginning z 
curſed of 'the Lord art thou in"all thy 
ways, and with all thy confederares + 
| Curſed are. they that are. in friendſhip 
' with thee, ' and bleſſed for ever be the 
Lord that: hath delivered. me from thy 
deceit and tyranny, 


The Conclaſos of the Diatdgus 


| > ary be thou (O:Lord ) for that it 
hath pleaſed thee to viſit the baſe e- 
ftate of thy ſervant}! to ſaccour me in 
my diltreſs, and to comfort me with thy 
mercies, Lord cyermore feed me "oo 
this 
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"prings of the water of Life. Shew art 
all rimes ſome ſignof thy mercy urito me, 


that mine enemy, Sathan', who [aboureth 


to diſquiet me ,- may be aſhamed , be- 
cauſe thou art. with me to ſiccour ME. 
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JF ye will mark and conſider, ye ſhall 

find that the Children of God'in all 
their. Temptations, are not ſo” much 
doers with their will, as ſufferers againſt 
_ their will. This cogitation coming into 

mind , ſuddenly comfort did ſpring 
in the middeſt of trouble; God giving me 
grace to underſtand that theſe morions 


wherewith. 1 am: troubled , ' were not fo ' 


much a@ions: done by me; for in 'truth, 
neicher dol hke-or allow of them, bur 
as ſpiritual oppreſſions of mine enemy ; 
who ſtill-warreth againſt me; ſometimes 
with armies of. fears ; ſomerimes with 
armies of doubtings ; ſometimes with un- 
Clean hands of wandring motions; and 
ſometimes with troops of worldly cares; 
making invaſion upon my. Soul, and la- 
bouring to quench the ſpark of Spiritual 
Life , which the Lord had begun-in me ; 
there- 


N 
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therefore anſwer for me (O Lord ) for I 
ſuffer violence: Mine Enemy would op- 


' | preſs me, but (Lord) my hope forever 


is in thee : Succour me with thy ftrength 
and I ſhall live; and, Lord , Impute not 
tome any of thoſe finful motions, that 
mine enemy raiſeth in me againſt  & Soul. 

Conſider this wiſely, (O my Soul) and _ 
remember it : God that hath entred thee 
into his Warfare, and is thy ſpectator 
and helper, will neverreckon up to thee 
Sathans deeds fo: thine; and learn thou 
wiſcly how to diſtinguiſh them : hut 
comfort thy ſelf as long as thou art able 
to ſtand to thy proteſtation, that thou 
do'ſt ſuffer violence in them ; and canft 
ſay with the Apoſile, This #« not I, but ſin 
that dwells in me. OQ Lord deliver me 
from the rage of this Spiritual Tyranny; 
many a time have I looked to have been 
ſwallowed up, but thou haſt ſuſtained me. | 
Bleſſed be my God for ever, and: the 
Lord be my God tothe end. 


— 
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Te neceſſity of this will appear; iEwe 
conſider what adyantage «doth .ac- 
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crewv from hence to us-ward; and this ap- | 


pears, 


yieldeth unto a dilſtreſſed Soul. 

2. In that it inſtigates and ftirs us up to 
the ſtudy of Piety and Holinefs. 

' 3, Intharit enlightneth our underſtan- 
din 

"s In that it cortoborates us, or addeth 
ſtrength to our weakneſs. 

n that ir maketh glad the conſci- 
es ad heart. 

6. In that ir is as it were our Vidticua, 
or Refreſhment in our Journey to that 
Celeſtial Cunaazn. 

Three things principally are neceſſary to 4 

fruitful Reception of the Lords Supper. 
* x. Purity and Holineſs, Lev. Ti 2. Be 
ye Holy, wt am Holy, And this may be 


taken in two words : Firft, To be ſorry | 


and humble for paſt and preſent fins; and 
reſolve in the Strength of_Chriſt againft 
ſins ro come. Secondly, To abandon att 
hatred and malice, becauſe it 1s a Sacra- 
ment of Love. 

2. A right intention; in communicating, 
x. Not Cuſtomarily. 2, Not Men-plea- 
ſingly. 3. Nor Appearing outwardly. 

3- Atual Devorion; viz. 1, Toendea- 
veur to pray withour diſtraction. 2. To 

be Spiritually ellevatcd Chriſt-ward in Af- 
noe 


r. From the allmirable farisfation it 
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fetion in his Ordinance. 3, To come 
with Humility and devout Reverence. 
After Recewing the Holy Sacrament, . 
xr. Give thanks to Chriſt: the Authbdr, for 
the vouchſafing it to thee. 2. Be careful 
for the future more and more to keep up 
his Worſhip. . 3. Intreat him to abide 
. with thee to the end of the World, and fo 
_ toEternity. | 
A Soliloquy concerning the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament. 
— Queſt. For what caxſe do I receive this Tn- 
ſtitution, or Ordinance of Ged? 
\Anſw. xr. To the end I may regard and 
dutifully keep Chriſts moſt Holy Inſti- 
tution. 
2: To demonſtrate my fell a Member 
o o ſame Body, whereof he is the 
cad. 
th Thar I may receive this Sovereign 
Repu to the Corroborating of myFaith, 
and the Health of my Soul. EE 
Queſt. What ado I Receive ? | Th 
nſve. The Body and Blood of Chriſt 
after a Divine and Celeſtial Manner. 


| Inherirance purctiaſed for me, in Hea- 
VEN. . | Queſt, 
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Queſt. Why js : ow £2 HY F- 
Anſw, BecauſeI hope I am one of Gods 


| Children, and therefore defire to come of= | 
renunto him, as a God in Covenant and 


Father in Chriſt. 

Queſt. After what manner ought I to 
come ? | 

_Anſw. By Faith and ieprijiaince: with 
a fixed Reſolution ro ſerve and obey 
him in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, ac- 
cording to that Ability he ſhall beſtow on 
me, as long as I live. -+» - 

Queſt. What ſhould I obſery: before I have 
acceſs to the Lords Supper? 

Anſw. Doubtleſs I ought to examine 
my own Heart what fins Iſtandguilty of 
in the ſight of God; and earneſtly to beg 
of God, both to diſcover them to me, and 

mortifie them in me, (being the ſole Work 
of God) and humble me for them. 

2. . Stedfaftly -to confide in Chriſt for a 
Pardon of theſe things; judging bim only 
able to ſave to the wtrermoſt all that come un- 
zo God by him (for ſo itis in his Word) and 
to work in me what is promiſed” in his 
WE: 7 E- 
3. ToConſider, that I ought to came 
prepared ro ſuch an Holy Ordinance ; be- 
cauſe'it is Commanded ' in- Gods Word, 
Let a Man examine himſelf, &c, 


F, To | 
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Of the Lad Supper: m 


| "£77: 


_ 4. To Conſider that Prayer is the beſt 
means whereby I can be fitted for the re- 


cciving of ſuch a SACrament. 


5. To be much in the Meditation of the 
Patilion of Jeſus Chriſt, his ReſurreCion, 
andof my riſing with him unto a newneſs 
of Life, a Life of Holineſs here, - and in 
ſeeking life hereafter. If ye then be riſen 
with him, ſech theſe things that are a- | 


boye. 


6. To conſider that theſe Elements 


( viz. ) Bread and Water, that TJampre- 
paring to receive, areſoto bereceived- 
as the Body and Blood of Chriſt - by 
Faith , whereby his Death is ſhewed 
forth; and the worthy ' Receivers are 
not Corporally and Carnally, bur Spiri- 
tually partakers of the ſame Body and 
Blood, with all his benefits, to their Spi- 
- ritual Nouriſhment and growth i in Grace. 
In a word, I or any other that would 
worthily partake of this Lords Smpper , 
muſt examine our ſelves of ' our know- 
ledge to diſcern the Lords Body, of 


our. Faith ro feed upon him, 


of our 


Repentance ,, Love and New Obedience ; 
leaſt' coming unworthily ,, we eat and 
nk Juggment to our ſelves, 
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A Pner before the FENE | 


hola 1, an unworthy wretch, am 
ſuming .to draw nigh. thy Table, a 
uet of thine appointment; 1am ap- 


the Phyſician, as the _Unclean to the 


light of Eternal Brightneſs; as a'poor 
Begger tothe King of Mercy; as the 
Naked .te the Lord of Heaven and Earth. 


my Foulneſs, to enlighten my Darkneſs 
and Blindneſs, 
ro cloth my Nakedneſs , that I may re-' 
.ceive the: Bread of Angels, O thou the 


that I may receive thee with ſuch re- 
ſpect and. reverence , with ſuch contri- 
rion and fear , with ſach faith and purt- 
ry, with ſych a purpoſe. and humility , 
as is expedient for my Soul. 

Lord nocwichſtanding mine unworthi- 
neſs, give-me not only the Sacrament bur 
the vercue of_ the Sacrament; and grant 
me ſo to receive the Body and Blood of 
thy only Son , that I may be incorpo- 

rated. 


Of he Lords Sper. MY 


O Glorious and Omnipotent God, be- | 


Y 4 Fc + =o 


proaching, 1ſay, but as the Patient to 
fountain of Mercy, as the Blind to. the. 


I beſeech rhee out of the abundance of- 
thy Pity to heal my Infirmity , to waſh 


ro enrich my Poverty. - 


King of Kings and Lord of Lords, grant. 
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 - Of the Lords Supper. t7g | 
* rated into the Myſtical Body, and beac- | 
counted as a Member of the fame. Granr 
that whom I now reccive, as itwere cg- 
vered with a: vait, I may one diy be- 
hold in Glory ; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and thy Holy Ghoſt, world 
- Without end, Amen. 


— 


mY A Thank ſgiving after the Communion. | 


Lefled Jeſus, - Praifts is due to thy 
{elf ; for that infallible love of thine, 

that by: thy death didit redeem mankind ; 
1 befeech thee ſuffer nor that precious 
Body of thine to be broken, nor thy 


Blood to be: ſhed for me in vain; | 'O lee © -. 


thy Blefled and Sacred Body feed my 
Soul; and precious Blood quicken my 
fpirit z and by increaſing from one degree 
to another, I may become a fit:member of 
thy Church , which is thy Myſtical Bo« 
dy : and grant that I may never depart 
from-it, nor break thar league that I have 
been renewing at thy Table; but may 
continue therein, ſerving thee in Holi- 
neſs -and Righteouſnes all the days of my 
fife ,” till I ſhall enjoy thy ſelf fully to all 
Erernity in Heaven ; where there ſhall be 
an end of theſe things ; andrthat forthy 
Names fake, Amen, N22 Shards 
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- Short though ſweet 


Or ſweet Cordials for the 


HEART. 


-— 


I, JZ is a folly: to think that we ſhould 

have Phyſick and Health both at 
one time ; reſolve therefore upon' wait- 
ing his leiſure : after a weary Week comes 
a Sabbath; and after a Fight Vicory.: 

2. Unkindneſs of others to us 1s but a 
correction of our unkindneſs to God.:: -.. 

3. He that can*c abound without: Pride 
and High-mindedneſs, will never want 
without too much dejectednefſs. 

4: Ler us nor ſeek our ſelves abroad out 
of our felves, in the conceits of other 
men : That man ſhall never he quiet 
that hath not learned to fer light by o- 
therscauſeleſs ill conceits. 

5. Them that ſer too high a.price: upon 


themſelves, where others will. not: come | 


up totheir price, they are diſcontented. 


MEDITATIONS, 


6, Theſe. 


__ Meditations. 

6. Thoſe whoſe condition 15 above their 

worth, and their pride above their. con- 
dition , ſhall never -want forrow ; yet we. 
muſt maintajnour Authority 4n our places, 
for that 48 Gods and not ours; and we 
ought ro carry” our ſelves ſoas that we 
May approve, our ſelves to their conſci- 

ENCES, A we can't have their good _ 
word. 

7. One end why God ſuffereth the Soul 
totire and: beat ic {e1f, is, that finding ,no 
reſt init ſelf, ir might ſeek to God. 

- 8. A mancan be in no condition, wherein 
Gods at a loſs; .if comfort. be,;wanting, 
he can create Comfort, not ,oply. out of 
nothing, but our'of diſcomfort ;: He made 
the Whale that, {wallowed [0R4's a means 
£0 bring-himco Land. 

9.:The only way to-have our will, is 
vrin ng it to Gods W1ll. 

x0. The way patiently -to ſuffer Gods 
will, is, to enure our ſ{cl{ves to doit; they 
chat have not enured themſelves to-the 
Yoke of obedience, will never. endurs the 
yoke of ſuſfering. 

I't,, When wecan faytoGod,: Wilt thou 
have.me poor anddifregarded, Iam well 
content? Thus a gedly Man: ſays Amer 
to Gods Amen, and puts his, Fiat to Gods 
Fiat. | : 

N 3 I2,. None 
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12./None feel more Lees of Gods 


Providence; than thoſe that are moſt re- | 


ſolutein their obedience; -— 
13. After we have given Glory to: God, 
by relying upon his' Wiſdom, Power, 
Srrength and- Truth, we (hall find him i ims 
ploying theſe for our DireQion, Aſſiſtance, 
and bringing things to-our defired . ſue; 


yea, above what we deſire or mg 


4. The more - Paſſion, the leſs Difcre- | 


FE. ; becauſe Paſſion hjnders the- mewn of 
| what isto be done. 
x5. Itis-good to obſerve the particular 


| Becks of Providence , how things joyn 


and meet together: Fit occaſions, and 
ſuiting of things, are intimation of Gods 
Will. Providence hath a Languags, which 
4s well underſtood by thoſe thar- have fa- 
miliar acquaintance with God : They ſee 
a train of Proyidence jeacbog. one way 
more then another, 

16; Labour ro fit a promiſe to | every 
condition thou art in. -There is nocon- 
ditionbut hath a promiſe ſuitableroit. | 

17. He thatloveth too much,will grieve 
r00 much... Jr is the greatneſs of our Af- 
fettion char cauſeth our Aﬀiition. 


x8, Alt our noiſe proceeds-from a Swel-. 


ling Vapour of Pride : It is Air incloſvd = 
| the 
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the Bowels of the Earth, that Gta 
which all the four Winds can tdo. © 
Ig. There 1s8an Afr of bearing troubles, 

if we can learn it without over-troubling 
ourſelves ; as in bearing a burthen,. there 
15a Way to'poize It that it weigh not 0- 
ver heavy ;if it hang on one {ideit poizeth 
the Body down: the greater part we pull 
on our ſelves,by notimparting our Care,ſo 
as to take upon us only the care of duty, 
_ andleavethereſt ro-God. 

20, We muft not mingle our Paſſions 
with our Croſſes; like fooliſh Parients, 
chewing the Pills which they ſhould fwal- 
low dovrn. 

21. He that ſeesnot God every where, 
ſees hin no where. | 

22. He thar loſes himſelf i n felf- denis [ 
finds himſelf in Gods Boſom. 

23. In Proſperity fear God, in Adver- 
ſity love God. 

24-Praying will make thee leave inning, 
or ſinning make thee leave praying, 

25. Our weakneſs and inabilitics break 
nor the bond of our durties. 

26. No fin but-is cafier kept out than 
caſt our. 

27. What we are afraid to ao before 
men, wethould be: aan to think before 


God. 
N 4 28, N cure 
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- 28: Nature vexed and Nature armed, 
ſoon diſcovers it ſelf. 
* 295 They that retain the memory of 
mercies , ſeldom loſe the ſight of mercies. 
20, What unthankfulneſs is this, to think '. 
upon two orthree croſſes, ſo as to forget 
- an hundred: bleflings ? Whar folly- is it 
to darken our Spirits , and to 'indiſpoſe 
our {ſclves to the taking or doing of good. 
3x .A Limb out of joynt,can do nothing 
without deformity and pain : Dejection 
takes off. the wheels of the Soul : Joy is 
as Oyl to the Soul, it makes Duties 
comet off ' chearfully from our ſelves , 
- pleaſing to others; and acceptable to 
God. 

32. Ler us £0 On to add Grace unto 
Grace ;' a growing Chriſtian is always 
_ a comfortable Chriſtian: the Oylof Grace 

wilt bring forth the Oyl of Gladneſs.: 

. Melancholy Perſons are things that 
ſeem black and dark'to themſelves ; their 
Souls are as it were dead-black : what- * 
ſoever comes to.a Melancholy Perſon , 
Comes in a dark way 10 his Soul. 

34-1oall grievances,ler us look to ſome- 
thing that may comfort us as well as 
diſcourage us ; let us look as well to what - 
we enjoy, as to what we want. As in 
Proſperity God mingles ſome croſs to 
diet 
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diet us, ſoin all crofles there is ſome 
thing ro comfort us. As there is vanity 
lierh hid in the beſt worldly good, fo 
there is a bleſſing lies hid in the greateſt 
worldly evil. | 

35. We muſt neither bring ſin to,nor min- 
gle fin with, our ſufferings ; for that will 


"trouble. the Soul more than the trouble 


it ſelf: We are not hurt till our Squls be 
hurt. | 
36, In ſudden encounters ſome ſin doth 
many times diſcover it ſelf, "the feed 
whereof lieth hid in our hearts ; which 
we think our ſelves free from : What cauſe 
have we then to fear continually ,, that 
we are worſe than we take our ſelves to 
be ? The force of Gun-powder is not 
known till ſome ſparks lite 1n ir. 
: . 37. Whar a ſight were it to fee the Feet 
where the Head. 1s , and the Earth to be 
where the Heaven is? To the Spiritual 
'Eye it ſeems as great a deformity to fee 
- the. Soul to be under ſinful paſſions. 
38. A good heart, when,any Corruption 1s. 
diſcovered, by: a ſearching Miniſtry, 1s 
affeted;as though it found our ſome dead- . 
ly enemy. Techineſs and Pafſion argue 
Guilr, | 
29. The imaginary grievances of this 
. Ife are more than the real, | 
| : 40, The 
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40.. The way to expel Wind out of the 
Body, is. to take wholeſome Nouriſh- 
ment ; ſo to _ Windy Fancies from 


the Soul , isto feed upon Serious Truths: 


Our beſt way, therefore is, to propour.d 
three objetts tothe mind ; as x. To con- 
ſider the greatneſs and goodneſs of God. 
2. The Joys of Heaven, and the Tor- 
ments of Hell : And 3. The laſt and ftri&t 


day of account. 4. The vanity of Earthly 


Things. 5. The uncertainty of our Lives. 
41- A Man naturally is weaving Spiders 
Webbs, or hatching Cockatrice Eggs; 
exerciſed either in miſchief or vanity. 
42. It would much avail, to the well-or- 
dcring of our thoughts , to ſer our. Souls 


.1n order every morning , and to ftreng- 


then and perfume every- morning our 

writs with ſome gracious Meditations , 
eſpecially of the chief end and ſcope , 
wherefore we live; and how. every thing 
may be reduced and ordered, to farther 
the main (that is to ſay ) Gods Glory and 
our own Salvation. 

43. Some will be content to embrace 
Truth without hatred of the World ; and 
Chriſt without a Crofs, and a Godly Life 
without a Perſecution: They will pulla Roſe 


. withour Pricks : Such empty conceits will 
, be too weak to encounter with ſuch real 


Trials, 44. It 
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. Meditations. 

" 44: It is a courſe that will have a bleſs 
ſing actended, to joyn in a league , onero 
watch over another, and to obſerve each 
Others ways; *Tis uſual to joyn in LETHIC, 
why not in this, 

45. Happy i is he that in the way to Hea= 
Ven meets with a cnearful and skilful Guid 
and fellow Traveller , that carrieth Cor- 
bials againſt all faintings of Spirit. 

46. There is an heavy 1mpuration on 
thee that comforted not the weak ; wheri 
men will not own'others in trouble, but as 
the. herd of Deer, forſake and puſh away 
the wounded from them, 

. 47. God often ſuſpends comforts from 
us, to make uſe of our Chriſtian Friends, 
by. whom he purpoſeth to do us good : 
Ofcentimes. the very ing of, mens 
griefs brings caſc,” without any farther - 
workings upon them ; the very opening 
of. a, Vein cooleth the Blood. 

. A Chriſtian, when he is beaten out 
of all other comforts; yet hath a God ta 
turn unto ; he can wreſtle with him with 
his own Strength, and plead with kim 
with his own Arguments. 

9. Labour to anſwer every relation 
wherein thou ftandeſt to God; 1. As a Fa- 
ther, by truſting to his care. 2. A Teacher, 
by following his DireQion, 3. ACrea- 
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tor , by depending on him. 4. Asan Huſ- 
band,by an inſeparable love to him. 5. And 
laſtly, as a Lord,by obedience,to him, 

' Fo. ' Deſpair 1s often ground of hope: 
when the darkneſs of the night 1s thickelt, 
then the morning begins to dawn. 

51, We may ſafely expe& God in his 
ways of mercy when we are in his ways 
of obedience. 

52. By truſting any ching more than 
God, we it an Idol and a Curſe: 


Ic will prove a lying vanity and vexation,' 


bringing that upon us we looked not for. 
53. *Tis a vain pretence to believe that 

God will give us Heaven, and yet to leave 

- -our fclves toſhift in the way. 

54. The way to have any thing taken 


away, and nor bleſt, is to {cr our hearts. 


roo Much upon 1t. 


55- The greateſt honour we can do to 


God, is when we ſee nothing for us, bur 
rather all things contrary to what we look 
for, then to ſhur our. eyes to all inferior 
things , and to look alrogether ro his ſuf- 
CIENCY. 

F6. Ic is an evidence of true cruſt, when 
we C4 wait Gods Icifure, and not make 
haite. 

57- Faith doth not ( eſpecially at firſt) 
ſo liay tae Soul, as t9 rake away all ſu- 
| - ſpicion 
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ſpicion and fears to the contrary, though 
the prevailing of miſ-belief is taken a- 
way : The Needle in the Compaſs will 
ſtand North:, though with ſome trem- 
bling ; and the Ship thar kerh at Anchor, 
may ſometimes be tolled , yer it will re- 
main ſo faſtned thatit cannot be carried 
away by wind or weather, 

58. Look not ſo much on thoſe miſe— 
rs which our weak Natures are ſubje&t 
unto , as upon God for ſtrength and com- 
fortin them ; mitigation of them , and 
grace to profit by them, 

'F9. The time of ſickneſs is the time of 
purging from the defilements of fm, 
which we have gathered in our health-; 
till we come purer out:- which ſhonld 
make us the rather willing to obey. God 
and abide his time. Bleffed is that fick- . 
neſs that proves the health of the Soul; 
we'are beſt for the, moft part when we 
are weakeſt, 

Go, In all kind of troubles tis not thein- 
oredients that God puts into the Cup, 
that ſo much afflits, as the ingredi. 
ents of our diftcmpered paſſion minglcd - 
with them. 


61, We are not much cifquiered when b 


we putoff our Cloths and go to Bed,;be- 


Call ye truſt Gods ordinary providence | 
to 


d 
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| Bodies and fleepourlait fleep, conſidering 
that we are more ſure to riſe out ofour 
Graves. than our Beds; yea, we arcal- 
ready raiſed up in. our head Chriſt, 
' 62, Letusdoourown work, and feave 
God to do his. : Diligence and "Truſt im 
him-is only ours, the reftof the burden 
is his. Let'us think of Chriſt 'as our du+ 
and God will think what is _ our 
mfore. A 


63. In the work times there is a pre- : 


fence of God with his Children. 1, By mo- 
derating rhe meaſure. 2, The rime, 
3- In joyning ſome comfort with it. And 
4. By ſapporrtarion. 


65. A good Chriſtian hath, 1. A God ro - 


go unto. 2- A Promiſe. 3. Former Expeti- 


ence, beſides ſome preſent Experience- 


.- 65. Whatis our Life but a Web, woven 
with ſome intermingling of. Wants and 
Favours, Croffes and Bleffings,Rifings and 
_ Faffings, - Combats and ViQorics. 

- 66, God deferrs, but his deferring no 


empty ſpace,whercin nogoodis done; but 


there is in that ſpace a fiecing for the 
Promiſe. 

67. Chriſt prays in the Garden before 
and Eaters. imo the Combare of = _—_ 


+\ 
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to raiſe us av agiincy ; and why ſhoult 
we be difquicted -when - we put off our 


| Meditations. ', . Bhs 

. folved-paſſion: whence we may learn,  , | 
that Prayer is an Anctor to ſtay the'So 
being toffed ; a ſupport under a burden z 
a removal ofajudgment, or an affli$on, 
or changes the nature of the affliction. * 

68. it 1s more. comfort to receive 
ftrength in ſuffering , than to be Ueli- 
yered from ſuffering. 

69. Our'ſins were the cauſe of Chriſts 
Agony , the Thorns that prick'd him, the 
Spear that pierced him, the Torments 
that aſllited him. 

70. We ſhould always abhor fin, more 
in regard 1t is hateful to Gdd, than be- 
cauſe 1t 1s hurtful to us. 

71. We had need topray that the great 
change be wrought is #s, before the greas 
change be wrought «por ws. 

72. As the Blood of Jeſus only can 
free us from the guilt of fn , ſo his Spirit: 
alone can cleanſe our hearts from the- 
filth of fn. Es 

73. Let us pray that God would ſhew: 
us what we are by Nature, and make 
us what he would have us by Grace.. 

74. There is nothing terrible in deaths 
bur what a wicked life hath made ſo. 

75. Let us chuſe to ſafer rather than 
fm, feeing we may ſulfer without fin , but 
we can never fin withour ſuffering. 

EN bs | 66, Shalk 
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fins that were others, and ſhall not we 
ſhed tears for ſins that are our own ? 


_ 78. A true Chriſtian believes thar good . 


works can't ſave him, and yethebelicyes 
that he can't be ſaved without them, | - 
79. Let us repent us of the evils that 


we have committed , that God may re- ' 


pent - him of the evils that he hath 
threatned. 

8o. *Tis certain that wicked men fin if 
they pray not, and it 1s true, thateyen 
their Prayers are ſin; Prov. 15. 8. 


O—— — 


Evening Meditations and Fjacula- 
tions coming in from ones Im- 
ployment. 


How good God has -heen to me 


me fall into ſame danger or other; and 
yet has kept me from ſpiritual and tem- 
poral enemies, and from the accidents at- 
rending on the frail nafurc of poor mortal 
Creatures. ©Q bleſs the Lord,. O my 
Soul, and all char is within 'me bleſs his 


Holy: Name. | 
RE ” Medi-: 


"> ef 


76. Shall Chriſt ſhed his Blood for thoſe = 


this day , in preſerving me ; he- 
might have itruck medead, orhavelet 
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Meditations. 
Ateditations in time of #nareſſing ones ſe ﬀ. 


I am puting off my Cloths , O Lord, 
it may be the laſt time , O help me to 
put off my fins , thoſe rags that make me 
ſo deformed in thy ſtght. O firip me of 
this depraved nature , that all men are 
guilty of and inveſted with. 


Being unareſſed, a Meditation, 


Lord I am naked and bare before thee, 
and fo are the ſecrets of all men , and 
before whom all fecrets ſhall be diſcloſed. 
Lord diſcloſe all the ſecrets of my 
treacherous heart , that I may bewail 
_ what ſins are not repented of. 


Getting into Bed, a Meditation. 


It may be the laſt time that I ſhall 
lie down, O put me 1n mind (Lord) of 
my lying down in the duſt, when the: 
Worms ſhall be my Bed-fellows, my 
Grave my Bed, and the Graſs my Cloths 
to caver Me. 


Going to Sleep, a Aeditation. 


It may be I may ſleep an everlaſting 
fleep (Lord) let me whether ſleeping or 
' waking, acquieſce in thee; and let me by 
this reſt be mindful of thar ere 
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194 Meditations. 
reſt for thy Saints. Guard me with Angels, 
that I may ſleep {ecure. 


Morning Meditations. 
Awaken:d out of Sleep. 


O God how mightſt thou have made my 
Bed my Grave, . my Sleep my Death, 
and yet | am preſerved by thy good hand 
,<providence; bl<fled be thy Name Lord. 
O Lord, as thou haſt awaked me out of 
Temporal Sleep, O let my Spiritual Eyes 
be opened , that I may be more awakened 
out of the ſleep of Sin. | 


A riſeng. : 


O Lord, let my Ariſing put me in mind 
of the firſt Reſurrection , to wir , from 
Sin, and of the ſecond, that 1s ar the 
laſt day ; that by the Aritng of the one, 
I may Ariſe with comfort at the other. 


Patting on the Doablet. 


Lord help me to put on the Breafts 
plate of Righteouineſs, that I may be a- _ 
ble to reſiſt all the ficry darts of Sathan, 


Putting on the Breeches. 


Kelp me, O Lord, to gird my Loyns 
+ With Righteouſneſs, ERIE 


P Arting 


-Medit at Z0NS. I 95 
Putting on Stockinss and Shoes. | 


O Lord help me to 'get my Feet ſhod 
with the preparation of the Goſpel of 
Peace. 


Putting on the Coat. 


\ Draw out my heart: Lord to praiſe 
thee for thy Clothing me ; let me be 
clathed with the Garments of Righteouſ- 
neſs , cover me, O Lord, with the skirt 
of thy loving kindneſs. 


Waſhing. 


Lord waſh me from all my fins in that 
Fountain thar's ſet open for ſin and for un - 
cleanneſs , and help me to waſh my hands 
1N INNOCENCY, | 


Combing the Head and Bruſhinz the Cloths. 


Lord take away all that ruſt and dirt 
thar ſticks ſo cloſe to my Soul, and make 
me e clean; ; and then] ſhall be clean indeed, 


Putting op the Band. 


Lord let thy wiſdom bus as-a chain a- 
bout my Neck, 
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Mea:tations. 
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A fore Meditation before Prayer before one 
go to Work. 


O what a reaſonable thing 1 is It, whack 
ſhould ( ſeeing God renews his Mercy E= 
very Morning) renew my Acknowledge- 
ments in Prayer and Praiſes , both for fre- 
ceived Meraes , and an Engagement for 
future Mercits. O Lord, letmy Deſires 
be as a Morning Sacrifice , and the early 
ſmoak of my incenſe renew thoſe leagues 
my ſins this night may have broken. 


Before Work. 


Lord, ſeeing thou haſt dealt fo kindly 
with me this night, as to preſerve me 
and keep me , and bring me to my Im- 
ployment , let my Actions all be ro thy 
Glory , and whatſoeverl doit may be ac- 
cording as thou requireſt in thy Word ; 
that doing nothing but what is, or rends 
tothy Glory, ina lawful Imployment, j 
may be proſpered 1n all my Deeds, 
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A Yalediction to the World and irs 
| Inhabitants. 


X 7 4n World ade, whoſe chanting 
charms entice, | 
And keep ime from the things of better price : 
I now ambcnt for new diſcoveries , 
In Lands that are beyond the azareSkies : 
My faith a City fair hath in her eye, 
Whoſe Snbjoits all are Saints; thither go T: 
here ſhall this drofſie Fleſh, and Blood (re- 
find) OT 
Immortal grow., and free from fears of mind: 
Where (whilſt my Saviours preſence my mind 
chears) | | 
Hy heart fhall vent no ſighs ny eyes no tears; 
But fill'd with joyes, from aze to age I'll fing 
Sweet Allelujahs to my God and King. 
| 2. To Servants. - 
Farewel my Servants | thongh my Cove- 
nant 
Requires attendance from you, noxe I'll want: 
Tour Maſter, and mine, own I go to ſee, 
He calls me home ; but mourn yo not for me : 
I muſt confeſs, a truant I have been, 
Tet he hathfworn he'll pay my wages in, 
Serve] h11 but the rwinkling f an ee, ; 
] ſhall have wages paid eternally, 
2 "SR His * 


108 AValediftfionto the Werld. | 
 Hyzs Debtor deep and deſperate was I, | 
Until he ſent h1s Son for me to dic. 
O love, ſtrovger than death! my Soul away, | 
Take ſpeea, deft thy dear Maſter for thee ſtay, 

3. To _— Friends, 

. Farewel my mind$ emboſons d darlings dear; 
T highly prize y:wu, yet muſt needs forbear 
From urging your enjoymeet; for I am call d 
By the great Friend of Friends, to be inftalld, 
With his triump3ant friends ,- that arc above 
In the great Principality ef Love. 
Detain me not , nor count this an offence, 

- The Kiny of Kunis commands me; I muſt 

Bence. 

4 To Brothers Siſters, and Kindred. 

Farewcl my Fl:ſh and Blood, my Kindred 

dear , | 
Whoſe homorzenial parts at firſt one were. 
Till Rib-made Eve made wo ( who (till one 
were) 
AMillions of mill.ons now Þn number are, 
JT have attain'd new conſangninity, 
Who jing ſweet Requiems etcrnally 
To the-enthroned Souls ; not to be ey'd 
By Mortal Opticks, they are glorifid: 
Heaven's their Foot-fiool, their Sqgat the Glo- | 
r:ons Flore | 
Of his great Throne, that reigns for evermore. 
5. Io Father. 
Farewel my beings inſtrumental cauſe, 


Ajſign'd 


A Valedittion tothbeWorld. 199 | 
 Afſrgn'dby the Author of Divine Laws ; | 
Who my new Father is, andoldonewas, 
Ere you were ſo! to whim [now do paſs. 
HMethinks with ſorrow ſore oppreſt's my heart, 
To think that from you I at laſt muſt part. 
But O why do I grieve | To go to him, 
That gave his Son a ranſom for my ſin: 
And by whoſe wonderfully great aff: &ion, 
Made Love ſole ground of mypoor Souls elefli- 
Father ! if you are loath [ gone ſhould be, (on, 
Come but to him, youll ſarely come to me. 
6. To Mother. 

Farewel dear Mold, wherein 1 mortal clay, 
Fram'd was, that bar'sF me nine moneths, 

night and aay ; 
And after grirvens travel gav ſt me paſs. 
When . (by. the eternal Potter 1 fram'd was) 
Into this vail of tears | thy terments bind me 
To bognaleſs leve, yet thee muſt leave be- 

hind me: 
Oh let me flee , and haſte thee after me ; 
To awell tagethcy in felicity, 

7. To Children. 

Farewel (weet implings, deaths ſweet writ of 
Doth me remove from you, th Epitomes (caſe 
Of me and my dear ſecond! farewel; I 
Auſt have a reſidence beyond theskie, 
Yog therefore I commit, auto your Father ; 
Wyo will you keep, and wnto me will gather 
Toa , if you faithful be unto the death 
| And 
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Ang yive you crowns of life , for tranſi ent 
breath , 
In Heaven , with Angels, Saints, and Mar- 
s throug7 
Tofing for ever Sions Lamb's fron Song. 
8. To Wife, -. 
F avviped my better half, life of my life, _ 
And ſub-celeſtial comfort, drareft Wife, 
One heart intwo, in parting we waſt cleave, 
As we made ohe of two at meeting : leave,” 
Spare theſe I cries; tet crys with 
fears 
Thy frailties to bewail | found 5 in Gods ears: 
Swins in thoſe-ftreams,unto that harboar;whete 
The preſence of our King thy heart will cheer, 
1 do bat po before, and'thee expett 
yrs. the namber of the Loras Elett. 
-, 9. Fo all /joyntly: 
Fareivel World Servants, Relations, s#ear, 
Brothers;-and Sifters, all my K inared dear; 
Father, Mother , Children * and drar 
| Wife: 
All whons 1 dearly lov'd as 29 Own Life. 
Ft muſt be gone, 1 muſt. depart from hence ; 
Seein iris for 7y good, you will not take offence. 
M1 King and Captain calls, we to inflail,, 
In Heaven above, free from all flavsfh thratl, 
Once more adiry unto. you all, until 
 Weſhall together meet on Sions- Mill: 
Where we all joyntly ſhall logd praiſes fing, | 
"Onto our Ged, our Saviour, and our King. 
27 1'Þ. 4-4 Do 


